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Late Winter Humanities Sojourn to Porto,
Portugal and Paris, France

Kirill Ole Thompson™ y -3

In early March I went to Porto, Portugal to
attend the international conference of ECHIC
(European Consortium of Humanities Institutes
and Centers) in the ancient, cultural city of Porto,
Portugal. Afterwards, 1 went to Paris, France to
visit some research centers and institutes. The
ECHIC conference was generously hosted by
Circulo Universitario de Porto on March 3-5,
2014. Interestingly, IHS of NTU is a founding
member of ECHIC. Our IHS is the sole non-EU
member in good standing of ECHIC, and IHS is
held in special regard by the other ECHIC
members because we provide a clear window
between Europe and East Asia.

Fundamentally, the aim of this conference
was to explore the state of the humanities globally
in terms of both 1) vitality of research and 2) level
of institutional support. In the EU, the humanities

and social science leaders often have to go to

Brussels and elsewhere to present arguments to
EU officials for increasing if not just maintaining
their level of institutional support. Related to this,
the question of developing "impact humanities,"
that is, having the goal of researching, reporting,
and presenting humanities knowledge and
education in ways that have a real impact on the
the thought and action of students and the public,
social and political leaders as well as scientists,
technologists, doctors, and even managers and
administers. This effort and goal involve focusing
and presenting humanities research that is
enlightening in regard to environmental protection,
conservation, sustainability, on the one hand, and
social diversity, fairness, tolerance, compassion,
even creativity on the other—to mention just a
few of the areas of concern. All of the humanities
disciplines—such as literature, language, history,

library science, anthropology, linguistics, etc., can

* Associate Dean, Institute for Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences at National Taiwan University. Professor,
Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures, National Taiwan University.
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play key roles in these efforts. Philosophy, for
example, has been especially vital in sharpening
our ethical thought and sense of responsibility in
these areas as well as rousing our ethical volition
to stand up and express our views and take

appropriate actions.

Under the enlightened and capable leadership
of Poul Holm (Long Room Table, Trinity College,
Dublin) and Rosi Braidotti (University of Ultrecht
and Center for the Humanities), the ECHIC
conference explored these critical areas and issues.
For example, in her keynote address, Rosi Braidotti
explored "The Academic and the Civic: Susan
Manning's Vision of the Socially Responsible
University." She gave a fascinating overview of the
dialectical discussions between Susan, with her
traditional, knowledge-based perspective, and Rosi,
with her more dynamic and diverse, trend-oriented
perspective. Next, Poul Holm summarized the key
findings of his Humanities World Report in which
he and his project team observed, measured, and
reported on the state of humanities research and
education around the world. (IHS of NTU was the
first institute that Poul Holm's research team visited
in doing the field observations for their report).
And then, Rafael Alvira of the University of
Navarra in Spain keynoted on "The Articulation
between the Humanities and the Business World:
an interdisciplinary approach,” that is, on the idea
of vitalizing the humanities by bringing them into
connection with activities in the business and social
worlds, which in turn can open the largesse of
foundation accounts to sponsor humanities research,

conferences, and related activities.

Poul Holm hosted a fundamental afternoon
"The
Humanities: new models of integrated research for

session on Future of Environmental
an emerging field" in which Prof Steven Hartman
gave a stirring presentation on his Nordic based
institute, and its bringing together of interested

humanities and humanities-related scholars on a

global scale. In a morning session on "European
Humanities in a Globalizing World," I presented
an overview of European humanities research and
education at the major universities in Taiwan. The
ECHIC members were deeply interested and
impressed by this account of developments on the
Taiwan research and educational scene.

The conference concluded by exploring
"strategies that work" in order to alert humanities
scholars to the crisis in the humanities, and then
move them to reorient their research and teaching
with an eye to making positive impacts regarding
society and the environment. Admittedly, since the
universities require the professors and scholars to
focus on the writing of short journal articles, these
targeted professors and scholars need to be pulled
out of their comfort zone of writing simple articles
to open their eyes wider and consider ways to
make meaningful impacts on people's lives and
the environment.

The conference participants from all across
Europe were a wonderful group of scholars, open-
minded and idealistic, keen on making their work

meaningful, about making a difference.

Porto is a fascinating old city. It is the oldest
city in Portugal and the country is named after
Porto. I enjoyed exploring the ancient city streets
and shops there. The most classical bookstore in
the world can be found in downtown Portugal.
Riding the new MRT from the state-of-the-art
Porto Airport, I observed green, hilly farmlands
and old brick farm buildings with tiled roofs that
reminded me very much of scenes in Taiwan,
except that I noticed in Portugal a stronger desire
to maintain the beauty of the old buildings and to
restrain the design and construction of new
buildings to match the elegant old ones-- and
blend beautifully into the environment. Porto city,
too, is a very green city filled with lovely
waterways, ancient streets and buildings, and a
charming town center. I felt I had time-traveled to
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an earlier era, yet the local people were modern
and efficient yet elegant and courteous. I felt
relaxed and at ease in the lovely, idyllic
environment there: Portugal's economy is not so
robust as the East Asian economies, but the beauty
of Portugal's environment, the quality of life, and
the maturity and elegance of the people are deeply
impressive. Asia can learn much about folk
culture and human life from this elegant old
country. Advocates of globalism should pause in
places like this to enjoy the richness and the
uniqueness of the local. (For vivid impressions of
the Portuguese people and society, see the award-
winning films Lisbon Story, directed by Wim
Wenders, and Night Train to Lisbon, staring

Jeremy Irons. These films are available on DVD.)

After the ECHIC conference in Porto, I flew
to Paris to continue my Humanities Sojourn on
March 6. In Paris, I made contact with Stephanie
Smadja and Robert Mankin of the Humanities
Center of University Paris Diderot to discuss our
research programs, academic exchanges, and our
respective research programs. They had hosted me
to visit their center in the autumn of 2012 and
Stephanie plans to visit IHS in early 2015. Robert
might represent his Humanities Center at our
UBIAS conference at the end of 2014. Stephanie
was also very informative regarding both classical
French art and culture and the more recent diverse
face of French society and culture to be observed
in Paris. Robert is an expert on the 18th century
enlightenment of Scotland as well as of France,
and has cast insight on the connection between the
two. I also made contact with Chinese intellectual
historian Anne Cheng and cultural anthropologist
and geographer Philippe Descola both of the
College de France. Philippe is a celebrated
national intellectual in France. The entire College
de France holds the status of an advanced research
and education institution. Anne and Philippe both
attended the recent UBIAS meeting hosted by the

Peter Wall Institute at the University of Vancouver

in September 2014. Anne mentioned that the
College de France was planning to hold a
the two hundredth
anniversary of French Sinology, and she discussed

conference to celebrate

the formation and development of sinology in
France. Philippe discussed the evolving manifold
practical uses of mapmaking, focusing on rapid
developments in aerial photograph based maps
that were used to track trench warfare in Europe
during World War 1. They also talked about their
college's interest in the UBIAS Directors
Conference to be held at IHS, NTU at the end of
2014. Besides Anne's East Asian orientation,
Philippe is developing an inter-relational approach
to model and understand relations among peoples,
populations, and cultures, and the impacts of their
activities on natural ecologies and the overall
natural environment. In developing this approach,
he is realizing its intimate connection to much
East Asian thought,
Daoism, and Buddhism, and hopes to have more

such as Confucianism,
interactions with our and other East Asian
institutes for advanced research. At several points,
we shared information on Chinese and Japanese
philosophy regarding relational understandings of
humanity and nature.

About halfway through my visit to Paris, I
was pick-pocketed in the streets of Montmartre!
This event left me in a blue mood for a few days.
A few hours after the event, I calmed down and
figured out that two foreign children had followed
close behind me in the street, and smoothly lifted
my wallet while I was distracted in the middle of a
crowd. Feeling depressed, I had to make many
calls to cancel and replace my credit cards and to
arrange some emergency cash to cover the rest of
my trip. I am thankful that my hotel and some
friends were sympathetic and helpful to me. Still,
this event disturbed me and slowed me down for
the final few days. However, I did manage to get
myself together eventually, and I had some

meaningful activities during the final two days.
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On the last day, my flight out was at 7 o'clock a.m.,
so I had to be at CDG Airport to check in by 5:00
a.m. Then, I had to transfer at Frankfurt Airport en
route to Taipei, but the layover was only two
hours and everything went smoothly, so I arrived
back in Taipei early the next morning to start a

new day.

This trip was fruitful for building
institutional and research links between IHS and
the other centers and institutes around Europe. It
was also important for my own intellectual
development and research orientation. Throughout
my academic career, my goal has been to develop
research that not only advanced human knowledge
and insight but also offered life wisdom and
practical perspectives on making life—human and
natural—richer and more fulfilling. This goal gets
all the more urgent with age and the passage of

time.
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From Confucian Culture to Max Weber and
Back Again: For Professor Lin Duan”

Po-fang Tsai

Introduction

Professor Lin Duan was born in 1958, the
fifth child of a large traditional family living in
Taipei City. He first came into contact with
Confucianism during his childhood, but in a
slightly different way to most of his contemporaries.
Whilst studying at elementary school, his older
brothers and sisters were chosen to participate in
the regional "eight-row dance", an important part
of the memorial ceremony for Confucius.
Encouraged by their experience and the great
honour that had been bestowed on them, the
young Lin Duan tried to emulate his siblings by
excelling in his school work, in order to be
selected as an eight-row dancer someday. Lin
Duan's expectation was not fulfilled, however,
because his family moved to another district

where the majority of elementary schools did not

hold the annual Confucius Ceremony. Many years
later, in a footnote to his proposal for a research
project about the resurgence of contemporary
Confucianism, Professor Lin Duan connected this
memory to his belief that Confucianism is a ritual
practice rooted in people's everyday lives, rather
than simply an abstract doctrine written about in
books, philosophical or religious.

Lin Duan's faith in Confucianism encountered
its first crisis during his senior high school years.
While spending a few hours on school work, he
was wholeheartedly occupied by extracurricular
texts, both Chinese and Western, traditional and
modern: the various ideas of the Pre-Qin period in
traditional Chinese culture and modern Western
modern novels such as the works of Fyodor
Dostoevsky, Lev Tolstoy, and Ivan Turgenev. These
readings stimulated Lin Duan's imagination about

+ These memorial words were written on June 2013, under the invitation of Professor Jack Barbalet and Professor Chun-chieh
Huang, and could be read as a supplementary information to the introduction and three feature articles of Taiwan Journal of

East Asian Studies, Vol. 10, No. 2 (Dec., 2013).

* Project Assistant Professor 2013-14, Department of Sociology, National Taiwan University.
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so-called "Humanity". On the one hand, the
extensive competition between different Pre-Qin
thought
understanding of Confucianism's discursive contexts

schools of deepened Lin Duan's
and its assimilation of other ideas, while on the
other the absurd and cruel facts of the modern
world described by modernist novelists forced
him to rethink how Confucianism could deal with
the impact of modernity. The most important
event in Lin Duan's high school life, though, was
his participation in the school magazine. After
joining this student-club and becoming its president
and leader, Lin Duan had the chance to play two
characters at once, a creative writer and a
reporting journalist. In order to strike a balance
between journalistic detachment and the writer's
involvement, he found that it was not enough to
rely solely on Confucianism and, under the very real
pressure of the university entrance examination,
the choice of "sociology" seemed to be a good
choice-one that would allow him to continue both
developing his interest in Humanity and also get a
job as a journalist or an editor after graduating

from university.

Even though his reasons for enrolling in the
Department of Sociology at the National Taiwan
University were practical as well as intellectual,
Lin Duan was determined to enjoy the richness
of sociology as a humanities subject. At that time,
students majoring in sociology usually took one
of two distinct paths: those who cared more about
their employment prospects after graduating
tended to take practical courses from the applied
social sciences departments such as accounting,
management, or law; conversely, those who were
interested in political reform or involved in social
movements would form reading groups and attend
independent workshops, developing and spreading
radical western ideas. However, as was so often
the case during his life and work, Lin Duan
embarked upon a unique path that was both

career-oriented and intellectually driven. He
committed himself to the discipline of sociology
itself, chose history as his second major, and
found his spiritual guru, Max Weber. When his
classmates lost faith in sociology and transferred
to applied courses, Lin Duan maintained that
historical knowledge could provide sociologists
all that was necessary to study social institutions
built on human actions. When their patience with
reading or thinking was exhausted and they
rushed into various protests on the streets,
attempting to put theory into practice, Lin Duan
continued to believe that the theoretical insights
offered by sociology could only be obtained by
going beyond overheated praxis. Witnessing the
transformation of Taiwanese society and facing
the value pluralism or ethical relativism appearing
in most universities, Lin Duan anchored himself
with the help of Max Weber's comparative
research into different civilizations and his
personal vocations of science and politics.
Retrospectively, the years in NTU were a

formative period for Lin Duan.

Another formative period began when he
took his first job with a reputable publisher, the
China Tribune, which was owned by the United
Daily News Group and during the 1980s attracted
many progressive liberals seeking to deliver their
essays as social criticism. Being a journalist and
assistant editor, Lin Duan foresaw the crucial
point happening in the styles of social criticism in
Taiwan: the dominant style of criticism was
shifting away from traditional humanism towards
a modern positivist style. Social criticism without
a solid empirical basis was losing ground to
evidence-based critique amongst the Taiwanese
public. Witnessing this transformation, Lin Duan
was faced with a dilemma. He was glad to see
sociologists making their reputation as social
reformers, but he still worried about sociologists
giving up their humanist concerns. At that time, a
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fateful event connected him with Max Weber
again and persuaded him to pursue a Ph.D. degree
at the University of Heidelberg, just as Weber had
done many years before him.

In 1984 an international forum was held by
the China Tribune, with the financial support
of the United Daily entitled

News  Group,

"Confucianism Ethics and Economic Development".

This event deeply influenced Lin Duan and
changed his career plans. Instead of being a
journalist, he would become a scholar. When
memorizing the past many years ago, Lin Duan
realized that perhaps he was destined to become
an academic; in other words, he found himself as
a researcher. Taiwan's rapid development in 1970s
had led to ongoing discussions about the causes
of this economic growth as part of the rise of East
Asia.! Max Weber's two influential books The
Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism and
The Religion of China: Confucianism and Taoism
were the subject of much debate amongst Taiwanese
scholars. Indeed, before the international forum
held by the China Tribune, newspapers and
journals had already organized many similar
discussions around the relationship between
Weber's themes and East Asian development.” At

the forum itself, Peter Berger was invited to
debate with four Taiwanese scholars whether there
was a special model of East Asian development
that Weber had not foreseen.’

Weberian focus of these debates Lin Duan was not

Despite the

satisfied and still hungered for a more advanced
understanding of Max Weber and Chinese
society.! This decision profoundly changed the
direction of Lin Duan's life. He started to learn
German and applied for a DAAD scholarship to
study abroad, accompanied by his wife. His
determination was such that he managed to finish
his master's dissertation coinciding with his son's
birth in Gottingen and the completion of his Ph.D.

thesis with his daughter's birth in Heidelberg.

Lin Duan's Contribution

Scholarship

to Sociological

Before coming back to Taiwan, Lin Duan
completed two works in German. His unpublished
master's  dissertation,  Der
Rechtsbegriff Max Webers-Eine Analyse aus
rechtsethnologischer Sicht, was finished in 1989,
while his Ph.D. thesis, Konfuzianische Ethik und

Legitimation der Herrschaft im alten China-Eine

soziologischer

Auseinandersetzung mit der vergleichenden

1 For recent introductions of this discussion see: Kieran Allen, "Why Didn't Asia Develop?" in Kieran Allen, Max Weber: A
Critical Introduction (London; Ann Arbor, MI: Pluto Press, 2004), pp. 47-67; Jack M. Barbalet, "Confucian Values and East
Asian Capitalism: A Variable Weberian Trajectory," in Bryan S. Turner (ed.), Routledge Handbook of Religions in Asia
(London: Routledge Press, 2014, Forthcoming); Chang Wei-an, "Weberian Thesis and East Asian Development: Heterodoxy
and Economic Activities", paper presented at Max Weber and Chinese Culture: "The Religion of China" Centennial
International Conference.(Taipei: Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities and Social Science, National Taiwan
University, Jan. 25-26, 2013); Huang Ming-yuan and Cheng Tsu-bang, "Max Weber Studies in Taiwan and China: A
Comparative Study of Reception History", paper presented at Max Weber and Chinese Culture: "The Religion of China"
Centennial International Conference (Taipei: Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities and Social Science, National
Taiwan University, Jan. 25-26, 2013).

2 Huang Ming-yuan and Cheng Tsu-bang, "Max Weber Studies in Taiwan and China: A Comparative Study of Reception
History", paper presented at Max Weber and Chinese Culture: "The Religion of China" Centennial International Conference.
(Taipei: Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities and Social Science, National Taiwan University, Jan. 25-26, 2013),
pp. 1-8, footnotes 1, 6, 7. For a comprehensive reflection on this discussion written at the time see Yeh Chi-cheng, "Review
of the 'Fever on Weber'," Thought and Words, 28, 3 (1990), pp. 3-22.

3 Peter L. Berger, "A Model of Eastern Development: Cultural Factor for the Taiwanese Economy after the War," China
Tribune, 22, 2 (1984), pp. 19-30; Peter L. Berger, "An East Asian Development Model?" in Peter L. Berger and Hsin-huang
Michael Hsiao (eds.), In Search of An East Asian Development Model (New Brunswick, N.J. :Transaction Publishers, 1988),
pp. 3-11.

4 Lin Duan, "The Reception of Weber's Thought by the Confucian Culture. Description about the Conference 'Weber and the
Modernization in China' in 1990," China Tribune, 31, 3 (1990), pp. 71-80.
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Soziologie Max Webers, was finished in 1996 and
published by the Duncker & Humblot Press in
Berlin in 1997.° Lin Duan also published books in
Chinese. His first Chinese book, Confucian Ethic
and Legal Culture-A Sociological Analysis
(hereafter, CELC) was originaly published in
Taiwan in 1994 before his return to NTU, with a
second edition published in Beijing in 2002 with
eight new chapters added.® Because the second
edition is a simplified Chinese character version,
most scholars in China know Lin Duan mainly
through this book rather than his other works.
Of the two different versions, Lin Duan regarded
the second as the more important. In his mind, he
envisaged Max Weber on the Traditional Chinese
Law: A Critique of Weber's Comparative
Sociology (hereafter, MWTCL), his second Chinese
book, as being just like a Habilitationschrift in the
German academy.” In this book, he not only
extended the
sociology of religion to the sociology of law, but

Weberian analysis from the
also advanced from an application to a critique of
Weber.

In addition to the two published Chinese
books, there are also two books that remain
unpublished because of Lin Duan's untimely
passing.® One is a theoretical volume consisting of
many essays about ethics, social action and
normativity, and putatively titled Max Weber's
Theory of Social Action, being prepared by the
Beijing University Press; the other is a case-study

of ancestral worship property, a Han-Chinese
custom practiced under three consecutive different
legal systems in Taiwan (first traditional Qing-
Chinese law, then Japanese colonial law and
finally the modern legal system introduced by the
post-WWII KMT government),provisionally titled
The Past and Future of Ancestral Worship
Property. In order to keep Lin Duan's contribution
to sociological scholarship in clear focus, I will
confine myself to his two published Chinese
books, CELC 2™Ed and MWTCL, and the two
main sub-fields they cover: the sociology of

religion and the sociology of law.

Based on his own reading of Max Weber's
works, Lin Duan advanced his understanding of
the Weberian research framework under the
supervision of Professor Wolfgang Schluchter.’
Selecting out some chapters from his Ph.D.
dissertation, Lin Duan's main arguments in CELC
are two-fold: on the one hand, Weber's notion of
ideal type has to be contextualized within his
value-concerns so that scholars can avoid trapping
themselves into Weber's binary concepts; on the
other hand,

incorporate the appearance of New-Confucianism

there is a productive way to
in the mid-twenty century and based on the Neo-
Confucianism of the Song and Ming dynasties.
The crucial link between these two tasks is the
distinction between particularism/universalism.
Lin Duan not only seeks to rescue Confucianism
from Weber's particularism accusation, but also

Lin Duan: "Der soziologischer Rechtsbegriff Max Webers: Eine Analyse aus rechtsethnologischer Sicht," Master Theme
(Gottingen University, 1989). Lin Duan: "Konfuzianische Ethik und Legitimation der Herrschaft im alten China: Eine
Auseinandersetzung mit der vergleichenden Soziologie Max Webers," Ph. D. Dissertation (Heidelberg University, 1996). Lin
Duan, Konfuzianische und Legitimation der Herrschaft im alten China: Eine Auseinandersetzung mit der vergleichenden
Soziologie Max Webers (Berlin: Duncker & Humblot Press, 1997).

Lin Duan, Confucian Ethic and Legal Culture: A Sociological Analysis (Taipei: Chu Liu Publisher, 1994) (in Chinese,
traditional characters version). Lin Duan, Confucian Ethic and Legal Culture: A Sociological Analysis 2™ (Beijing: Peking
University Press, 2002) (in Chinese, simplified characters version).

Lin Duan, Max Weber on the Traditional Chinese Law: A Critique of Weber's Comparative Sociology (Taipei: Sanmin
Publisher, 2003).

See, Lin Duan, Confician Ethic and Legal Culture: A Sociological Analysis 2™ Ed., pp. 3-4. Lin Duan, Max Weber on the
Traditional Chinese Law: A Critique of Weber s Comparative Sociology, p. 25.

Cf. Wolfgang Schluchter, Rationalism, Religion, and Domination: A Weberian Perspective, translated by Neil Solomon
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1989), pp. 48-53, 85-110 and 409-473.
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brings New-Confucianism's achievement of
reconciling particularity/universality back into the

sociologist's understanding of Confucianism.

Schluchter's
ethics, and

Firstly, Lin Duan follows

typology of Weber's religious
examines the criteria that operate within that
typology. According to Schluchter, Weber views
the evolution of ethics as occupying four stages,
each rationalized step by step: from magical
"ethic" to ritual religious ethic, then from ritual
religious ethic to law-regulated religious ethic,
finally from law-regulated religious ethic to the
ethics of conviction or responsibility within
salvation religions. Lin Duan refines this approach
in his finding that Weber employs two different
criteria in his typology: one is the "magic/religion”
the other is the
universalism" distinction. The former distinction

distinction; "particularism/
indicates that Weber is highly reliant on the
presupposition that religion can be categorised as
involving either monotheism or salvation; the
latter distinction is principally employed by Weber
to highlight the accomplishment of the
which labels

universalism and Catholicism as particularism. In

Reformation, Protestantism as
Lin Duan's view, when Weber builds his four
developmental typology of ethics to analyse both
Western and non-Western civilizations, he
carelessly confuses these two distinctions and
their criteria. As a result, Weber would rather view
Confucianism as both a magic ethic, emphasizing
this-worldly salvation, and a particularism ethic,
emphasizing salvation through social groups
rather than personal or individual asceticism.
After Lin Duan's contextualizing and investigating
work, which means that scholars need to do more
cross-checking than just comparing The
Ethic and the Spirit of

Capitalism and The Religion of China:

Protestant

Confucianism and Taoism, he suggests that
sociologists who want to argue against Weber's

stance should pay heed to the accomplishments of
New-Confucianism. After all, arguing against
Weber's interpretation with the counter-case of
East Asian development, in Lin Duan's view, is
not a question equivalent to the one Weber
originally posed, considering his focus on the

cultural ethos rather than institutional settings.

Lin Duan then turns to the contemporary
achievements of New-Confucian scholars, who
have re-moralized and re-humanized the doctrine
of Confucianism, but he avoids getting involved
in the technical details of the interpretation and re-
interpretation of classical texts. In his view, New-
Confucianism revived the humanism of Song-
Ming Neo-Confucianism introduced in order to
defend itself against the impact of both Buddhism
and Taoism. Setting a moral subject as the
precondition of a knowing subject not only has
philosophical implications but also a sociological
effect. Given that a knowing subject develops his
ethical principles of reciprocity within various
social relations and daily lived experience, Lin
Duan thinks that this New-Confucian morality, in
a sociological sense, could be viewed as a
compromise  between  particularism  and
labels the

sociological contribution of New-Confucianism

universalism. Consequently, he
"contextualized universalism". He agrees, for

instance, that New-Confucian scholars have
relativized the absoluteness of the so-called "three
cardinal guides" (ruler guides subject, father
guides son and husband guides wife) and
contextualized the concreteness of the so-called
"five constant virtues" (benevolence, righteousness,
propriety, wisdom and fidelity). With Lin Duan's
sociological reformation, these guides and virtues
can be specified in five relationships (parents/
children, king/people, husband/wife, senior/junior,
friends/friends) and hence these ethical codes
are based on their reciprocity rather than

any a priori principle. From a retrospective
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viewpoint, this project was a rare and valuable
example of communication between scholars of
Confucianism and sociologists in Taiwan. Lin
Duan was acutely aware of the division of labour
in the academic world and the hostility between
the humanities and the social sciences, but this
project somehow managed to plug the gap hidden
in the

circumstances.

transformation of Taiwan academic

In addition to his main argument in CELC,
there is another unfinished point worthy of further
discussion here. Comparing the first edition of
CELC with its second edition, readers will
immediately find that Lin Duan has added several
chapters, mostly empirical studies about two
topics: the Engaged-Buddhism movement in
Taiwan and the mediation committees in the local
counties. At first sight, this arrangement might
seem inappropriate, but there are two crucial
points that Lin Duan tries to demonstrate in his
next books. The reason why the Engaged
Buddhism movement in Taiwan is so important
for him is parallel with his modification of
Weber's religious ethics. In contemporary Taiwan,
there has been a revival of so-called "Humanistic
Buddhism",

without political protest intentions. Lin Duan

a wave of popular movements

notes that most proponents of Humanistic
Buddhism in Taiwan incorporate the teachings of
Confucianism into their works and speeches.
Therefore, he has to remind sociologists in CELC,
2"Ed. that in Taiwan the social carriers of
Confucianism may from

someday change

philosophers and historians to Humanistic
Buddhist and their gurus. The other unfinished
point in CELC, 2"Ed. concerns the question of
how to demonstrate the concept of "contextualized
universalism" with illustrations from Chinese
legal practice. Although he was aware that in
Chinese history most Confucian literati, as county

magistrates, had to apply their ethical principles

10

into legal practice and draw a just judgment, he
had not explained the roles and functions of
Confucians and Confucianism in the traditional
Chinese legal system. Nevertheless, Lin Duan
opened up a new horizon by integrating legal
history into sociological scholarship, and he also
manages to extend the implications of Weber's
sociology of religion to the sociology of law.

Moving on to the sociological contributions
of MWTCL, there are at least three different
aspects worth mentioning. First of all, Lin Duan
reclaims the emergence of the sociology of law
for the discipline by contextualizing Max Weber's
intellectual role in the German Historical School
of Law in the nineteenth century. Readers might
find that there are two previous essays included as
in MWTCL: one is about the
ambiguous role of Weber relative to the legal

appendixes

Dogmatics, legal history and legal sociology; the
other is about how Weber views law as a social
action with both normative and empirical
elements. This statement further clarifies the
binary opposition of "law in book/law in action".
Lin Duan indicates that under the influence of
Weber and his struggle with neo-Kantianism,
Hermann Kantorowicz (1877-1940) used a concept
termed "ErkenntnistheoretischerTrialismus" to
explain the historical epistemic condition of legal
sociology or the sociology of law in the nineteenth
century. With this concept, striking a balance between
Begriffsjurisprudenz and Interessenjurisprudenz,
Friedrich Carl von Savigny and Rudolf von
Jhering is not a dualism problem, but a tribalism
problem. Legal scholars who focus respectively
on the Normativity, Ideality and Facticity of law
face a difficult balancing task: when the legal
Dogmatics (normativity) come to resemble more
and more closely legal philosophy (ideality), how
does legal sociology (facticity) regain its deserved
importance? To put it in another way, the
historical task of legal sociology or the sociology
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of law lies in reconciling the growing alignment
between the legal Dogmatics and the Ilegal
philosophy. The reflections on Weber's sociology
of law in Lin Duan's re-contextualization draw
attention to the profound epistemic underpinnings
of the German legal tradition, in contrast with
English legal positivism from Jeremy Bentham
and John Austin to L. A. Hart.

Secondly, Lin Duan continued his criticism
of Weber Schluchter's
framework, from the development of religious

following Professor

ethics to the process of legal rationalization.

Paralleling his contextualization of Weber's

typology of Duan

religious ethics, Lin

investigated the four stages of legal rationalization:

from formal non-rational (revealed law) to
substantive non-rational (traditional law); then
from substantive non-rational (traditional law) to
substantive rational (natural law); and finally from
substantive rational (natural law) to formal
rational (positive law)."” As he does with his
findings regarding religious ethics, Lin Duan
highlights how Weber's

confuses the historical data from both Western and

ideal-type construct

non-Western societies. Moreover, he argues that
Weber's

conflation of intra-cultural and

comparative sociology contains a
inter-cultural
studies. In line with Schluchter's suggestion that
the late Weber unconsciously shifts from "heuristic
Eurocentrism" to "normative Eurocentrism", Lin
Duan demonstrates the "poly-contextuality" of
traditional Chinese law in the longest chapter of
mwrcL."

sociology echoes the concerns of Lin Duan in the

Interestingly, this contribution to

1980s: on the one hand, the implications of Max

Weber's works are now relocated under the lens of
at least two sociological sub-fields, the sociology
of religion and the sociology of law, and hence
there would be a detour of sharp confrontation
between Weber and China; at the same time, the
criticisms levelled at Weber's works would be
based on a well-contextualized effort, in terms of
Weber's usage of different historical data or the
criteria of his different ideal types.

Thirdly, MWTCL succeeds in more or less
completely re-mapping traditional Chinese legal
practice, mainly focusing on late imperial China
and the Qing dynasty (1644-1911). Although there
is not adequate space here to completely introduce
Lin Duan' re-description of traditional Chinese
law, namely his "poly-contextuality" theme,'” his
two important contributions in this respect are
nonetheless worth mentioning. In accordance with
his maxim: "understand Weber first, then go
beyond Weber" Lin Duan does not trap himself
into an Orientalism dilemma; neither trying to
rescue traditional Chinese law from Weber's
substantive non-rational model (traditional law)
by replacing it with his own substantive rational
reading (a Chinese-style natural law), nor
contrasting the West and East by downplaying
formal rationality (positive Western law) and
pushing forward the non-rational interpretation
(traditional Chinese law). This position can also
be seen in Lin Duan's mediation between Shuzo
Shiga and Philip Huang, which synthesizes these
two prominent scholars' recent studies of the
judicial practice and civil justice of the Qing
Dynasty.

Besides this, Lin Duan also extends Weber's

10 Cf. Wolfgang Schluchter, The Rise of Western Rationalism: Max Weber's Developmental History, translated with an
introduction by Guenther Roth (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1981), pp. 89-105; Lin Duan, Max Weber on the
Traditional Chinese Law: A Critique of Weber's Comparative Sociology, chapters 1-2.

11 Cf. Wolfgang Schluchter, Rationalism, Religion, and Domination: A Weberian Perspective, pp. 44-52; Lin Duan, Max Weber
on the Traditional Chinese Law: A Critique of Weber's Comparative Sociology, pp. 1-3, 49-129.

12 Lin Duan, Max Weber on the Traditional Chinese Law: A Critique of Weber's Comparative Sociology, pp. 49-129.
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analysis of cultural ethos in terms of Schluchter's
framework of Weber's analysis of both cultural
religions and social carriers.”” When Weber views
the literati as carrier strata of both Confucianism
and Taoism, he might see only the tip of the
iceberg. Lin Duan proposes that from the
viewpoint of legal practice as order-maintaining,
the literati could be divided into at least three
different groups during the last two-half centuries
of imperial China. The literati who did not
manage to pass the civil service examinations and
become civil servants, such as local magistrates
often made their living as legal and financial
advisors to the mandarins. Private secretaries and
litigation masters were their most common
occupations and they became increasingly
involved in local legal practice. Thus, despite
ending up in different fields with different
professional ethics, the experiences of these
different groups with respect to Confucianism
would have been similar during the years they
spent preparing for the imperical examinations.
The other contribution of Lin Duan's "poly-
contextuality” theme lies in the way his inquiry
delves into the lives of the literati strata to
compare their different self-images and prejudices
against one another. In other words, Weber's
insight could be revived again by investigating the
structural differentiation within the literati strata,
but the ethical analysis indicates a much more
complicated ethos than his "Confucianism and
Taoism" theme.

In sum, Lin Duan's main contribution to
sociological scholarship can be found in his two
Chinese books, CELC 2™Ed and MWTCL. He
mentions in the prefaces of these books'* how his
sociological journey took him from Chinese
culture to Max Weber, from Taiwan to Germany,

and from humanities to the social sciences, yet
could not be completed without reversing and
returning to his starting points. In this respect, the
three-stage project he began working on in 2006,
a few years after he finished CELC 2™Ed and
MWTCL, can also be seen as a return to his
intellectual and cultural roots. In the project Lin
Duan attempted to arrive at a Confucian-sociology
in order to go beyond the ethical relativism or
value-vacuum in sociology-by way of the
sociology of Confucianism, and through the lens
of cultural sociology and the sociology of
knowledge. The

contemporary revival of Confucianism and three

project focuses on the
representative case studies concerning the cultural
image of Confucianism: the "Confucian Classics"
projects initiated by three competing universities
in China (the canonization movement), classical
texts reading groups in both urban and rural areas
(the everyday enlightenment movement), and the
rebuilding of Confucius' homeland (Gufu city,
Shandong province, China) as a heritage site
(international cultural tourism). The research was
sadly interrupted halfway through the third case
study but it can only be hoped that the many drafts
that were left behind will one day be published -
that Lin Duan's journey will be completed and his
parting observations made available to a wider

audience.

Lin Duan's Contribution to Sociology in Taiwan

In addition to his sociological scholarship
and personal philosophical journey, Lin Duan also
contributed to the institutional development of
Taiwanese sociology as an academic discipline.
As a modern academic worker, he held several
important administrative positions at NTU and in

13 Cf. Wolfgang Schluchter, Rationalism, Religion, and Domination: A Weberian Perspective, pp. 89-103, especially charts 9 &

10.

14 See, Lin Duan, Confician Ethic and Legal Culture: A Sociological Analysis 2™ Ed., pp. 1-4; Lin Duan, Max Weber on the
Traditional Chinese Law: A Critique of Weber's Comparative Sociology, pp. 1-25.

12
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the professional associations: he was Vice Dean
and Director of the Branch Office of Student
Affairs at the College of Social Science, National
Taiwan University; Chief-director of the Taiwan
Association for Religious Studies, supervisor of
the Judicial

supervisor of the Legal Aid Foundation. During

Reform Foundation, and the

the years he devoted to academic-administrative
services, Lin Duan secured funding or fellowships
for many junior scholars and students and forged
connections between his own department, the
college as a whole and other institutions via short-
term exchange projects. His involvement with
religious studies and legal reform issues also
broadened the horizons of Taiwanese sociologists
and facilitated communications between different
disciplines as well as the introduction of some
new sub-fields, for example, the sociology of

religion and the sociology of law to Taiwan.

Internationally, Lin Duan also made a
significant contribution to the Chinese academic
world as a whole. He was chief editor of the
Journal of Social Theory, an important academic
journal for Chinese scholars in Taiwan, Hong
Kong and mainland China, which since the late
1990s has been a valuable forum for researchers
with interests in social theory and a focus for
interdisciplinary dialogues between the social
sciences and humanities. It is regularly published
twice a year by the Hong Kong Polytechnic
University and was until recently co-edited by Lin
Duan and XieLizhong, a professor of the
Department of Sociology, Institute of Sociology
and Anthropology, Peking University. In addition
to his editorial work, Lin Duan started an annual
academic workshop for social theorists in 2008, in
an attempt to revive Taiwanese social theory in an
increasingly empirically-oriented research
environment. In order to promote the workshops,
Lin Duan encouraged the participants, most of
which are professors teaching sociological theory

or theory-related courses, to share their research

and teaching resources with each other. Despite
the global academic imperative of "publish or
between
research/publishing and teaching/administration,

perish" and  the asymmetry

Lin Duan insisted on pursuing his vision of how
should be
institutional/disciplinary level to the very end.

sociology practiced at the

Beside these institutional contributions, Lin
Duan was a good mentor for the younger
generation of sociologists in Taiwan. Among these
young sociologists who have held formal
positions in universities, Ming-sho Ho and Yu-ze
Wan are the two most outstanding scholars: the
former was the TA on Lin Duan's sociological
theory courses during his graduate years; the latter
was the first PhD student supervised by Lin Duan.
They received the Ta-You Wu Memorial Award in
2008 and 2013 respectively, as well as other
honorary awards and fellowships. Among the
generation under the age of forty, they are widely
recognised as the two of the most talented
sociologists to have been produced by Taiwan and
their reputation has encouraged many students
since to study sociology at postgraduate level,
inspiring others in the same way that Lin Duan
inspired them. In his role as a mentor, Lin Duan
would periodically hold informal seminars
gathering all his students together, just as his
mentor Schluchter had done in Heidelberg. Each
semester, Lin Duan's students - whether they were
PhD or MA, sociology or from other disciplines -
were assigned to render an account of their
research or dissertations, and answer questions on
a number of levels and from different viewpoints.
During summer vacations or semesters when there
were not enough students preparing to graduate,
Lin Duan would organize symposiums focusing
on important texts, to keep students focused and
ensure they received a complete training. These
symposiums consisted of students reading and
commenting on a classic text or monograph rather

than an article or a chapter, encouraging them to

13
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dig deeper into their chosen subject."

Viewed retrospectively, although his passion
for sociology was expressed in a variety of ways,
perhaps Lin Duan's most important contribution
was his determination to remember the critical
juncture that occurred when sociology in Taiwan
emerged from the shadow of the humanities. In
the 1980s sociology in Taiwan absorbed the
attention of many intellectuals' and attracted many
young students seeking to devote themselves to
the discipline. This historical contingency and
social energy was not only valuable in itself but
also enriched the sociological imaginations of
Taiwanese scholars. Lin Duan was one of them,
but he knew that it would be self-limited to rest on
the laurels of his contemporaries. Consequently,
his commitment to sociology in Taiwan compelled
him to attach great importance to the training of
the next generation of sociologists, on the one
hand, and spreading the uniqueness of Taiwanese
sociology to the rest of the Chinese academic
world, on the other.

15 For example, Eugen Ehrlich, Fundamental Principles of the Sociology of Law (New Brunswick: Transaction Publishers,
2002); Harold J. Berman, Law and Revolution: The Formation of the Western Legal Tradition (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard
University Press, 1983); Harold J. Berman, Law and Revolution II: The Impact of the Protestant Reformations on the
Western Legal Tradition (Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2003); Jack M. Barbalet, Emotion,
Social Theory, and Social Structure: A Macrosociological Approach (Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University Press,
1998) and Bryan S Turner, Religion and Modern Society: Citizenship, Secularisation, and the State (Cambridge, UK; New

York: Cambridge University Press, 2011).
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