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Welcoming Remarks Delivered at the
Humanities World Report (HWR) Workshop*

Chun-chieh Huang"

Dear friends, colleagues, distinguished guests,

It is my distinct honor and privilege—as
Dean of the Institute for Advanced Studies in
Humanities and Social Sciences (IHS) at National
Taiwan University—to welcome you here; and to
open this Humanities World Report (HWR)
Workshop to discuss the current status and future
direction of the humanities in East Asian and
Global Perspective.

First, I wish to point out that this Workshop
is part of the "Humanities World Report" led by
Professor Poul Holm of the Long Room Hub
Institute for Advanced Studies at Trinity College
in Dublin, Ireland. (Let us give Poul a warm
welcome.) In compiling this report, Poul has been
gathering and analysing the views of humanities
scholars around the world in meetings and

questionnaires on vital, life-and-death issues

facing the humanities disciplines today. In a
moment, Poul and his team will introduce their

ideals, methods and goals to us in more detail.

Now, for a brief introduction to this Institute.
IHS operates 6 core long-term, East Asia centered
research projects in the humanities and social
sciences. The 5 social science projects are
interdisciplinary and cover regional developments
in law, democracy, notion of self, economy, etc.,
throughout East Asia. The humanities project is
focused on the Confucian Classics as expressing
core ideas and values of the classical civilizations
of not just China but East Asia as a whole, and we
are concermned to study the contemporary significance
and relevance of the Confucian Classics. Without
going into detail, we have a wide range of projects
and activities. We publish many research books in
our fields, an academic journal, the Taiwan Journal

+ Delivered at the Humanities World Report (HWR) Workshop: "The Humanities in East Asia: Current Situation and Future
Direction," which was hosted by the Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences, NTU and led by
Professor Poul Holm, Long Room Hub (IAS), Trinity College, Dublin, held at NTU on May 14-15, 2013.
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of East Asian Studies and our Institute Newsletter;
we host several platforms, such as on Digital
Humanities, Studies of Japan and Korea, Studies
of European Union, Health and the Humanities
etc.; we host an active visiting scholar program,
hold

conferences on vital topics, and engage in

international seminars, workshops and
cooperative research with sister institutes globally,
etc. Please consult our THS website, dvd, and

brochures for further details.

The issues to be addressed in this Workshop
are fundamental and should be the concern of
every humanities scholar. We at IHS regard these
issues as vital not only for maintaining the vitality
and development of the humanities themselves but
also for sustaining the reflective and critical role
played by the humanities in academia and society.
Indeed, we feel appalled at the blindness of
education officials in not weighting A&HCI
publications in the wvarious world university
ranking schemes and for the subsequent discounting
of humanities curricula and publications by
university administrations and bureaucrats. Moreover,
we feel disappointed at the self-destructive attitude
of some humanities scholars themselves who
misguidedly critique and undermine the intellectual

grounds and justification of the humanities disciplines.

To what end?

As a humanities scholar and administrator, 1
increasingly find myself in the position of having
to defend the value of the arts and humanities in
this increasingly utilitarian society, institution and
bureaucracy. Often, nowadays, it is solely the
civility and polish offered by humanities education
that attracts university administrators to add a thin
veneer of civilization to their pragmatically minded
peers and graduates. At the same time, these same
administrators find themselves reluctantly having
to turn to humanities scholars at crucial junctures
in order to get wider, more nuanced perspectives,

understandings and statements of their own goals

and directions. To paraphrase Immanuel Kant,
these administrators and bureaucrats are forced to
see that pure scientific and technical knowledge
without the perspective and judgment provided by
the humanities is mindless and easily misguided,
just as Kant held that intuition without concepts is
empty. Already in classical times, Socrates and
Plato in Athens and Mencius in China demonstrated
that practical wisdom and decision-making need
to be grounded in and guided by deeper values
and logical thinking, all of which require the
home ground of cultural sensibility and social
stability. Indeed, as the early Confucian thinker
Xunzi said, "Without civility (and culture), there
could not be rule by law." This sentiment could be
extended to affirm, "Without refined culture, firm
values and clear thinking, there could not be
steady scientific progress and technological and
economic development." Does this idea sound
quaint to you? Without a doubt, Adam Smith—
whose economic theory was grounded in a theory
of the moral sentiments—and Albert Einstein—
who cherished the mystery of the universe—

would have agreed to it.

In response to the problems and issues facing
the humanities and humanities scholars around the
world, Poul and his team are bringing a wide
range of reflections and considerations to the table.
We look forward to a rich feast of presentations,
questions, discussions, insights, and—hopefully—
positive ideas to stir not only the revitalization of
the humanities but the rehumanization of the
university, as we venture deeper into the brave

new world of the 21" century.

Well, there is much for us to reflect upon and
discuss during these two days, so let's get started.
Thank you very much.
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Research Themes and Scientific Progress”

Arne Jarrick

With this talk I would like to open a
discussion with about thematic orientations and
scientific progress in the Humanities, in general,
as well as in particular over the last 10 to 15 years.
What is research in the Humanities basically
about? Which themes have been dominating,
which are emerging, growing, peeking, crumbling,
etc.? And what knowledge has been gained in the
field over the years?

I also want to exchange views with you about
the attitudes among humanists regarding to the
whole issue of knowledge production—as either
distinct from or similar to what goes on elsewhere
in Academia. To what extent do humanists,
think that the
Humanities produce findings, and if they (and you)

yourselves included, really
think they do, are those findings and results

conceived of as akin to what goes on in the

Natural Sciences? What type of findings, on what
level of generalization, with what degree of truth
claims do they report the outcome of their
scientific endeavors? How prevalent is the
contrary view that the mission of the Humanities
is to develop narratives about their subject matter
or to question and challenge modes of thinking,
rather than to produce reliable knowledge? If so,
how is such an attitude to be understood and
explained?

The points of departure for my discussion are:
1. Around 45 interviews (out around 100 planned)
with leading researchers, in our ongoing study of
the Humanities world-wide; 2. The METRIS report
on emerging trends in SSH research in Europe; 3.
Some national reports on the Humanities and

Social Sciences; 4. Miscellaneous information.

+ Delivered at the Humanities World Report (HWR) Workshop: "The Humanities in East Asia: Current Situation and Future
Direction," which was hosted by the Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences, NTU and led by
Professor Poul Holm, Long Room Hub (IAS), Trinity College, Dublin, held at NTU on May 14-15, 2013.
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The preliminary picture emerging from these
sources is, first, that generally humanists do
neither gather around common themes or overarching
common questions, nor around any long lasting
theory about the human condition. Instead the
picture is fragmented, both thematically and
theoretically. When asked to report on themes,
humanist researchers address the question on very
different levels of aggregation, and while some do
it with an inward-looking view on their particular
discipline or expertise, other do it with a birds-
eye's view on the Humanities in general. Secondly,
many humanists are reluctant to talk on knowledge
progress in their fields in terms of findings. Quite
a few researchers (but far from all) raise explicit
concerns about the very notion of "findings,"
regarding it as irrelevant to the Humanities,
whereas other bypass the question altogether even
when asked to answer it. The same goes for the
notion of scientific "breakthroughs," by many
humanists considered irrelevant to the Humanities.
Often this attitude goes hand in hand with the
conception of an epistemological distinction

between the Humanities and the so called sciences.

Generally, the attitude to knowledge progress
does not prevent humanists to pretend that their
research is of essential importance for humankind.
This is so, because Humanities research enables us

nn

"to understand ourselves...," "ourselves" obviously
implying nothing much less than humankind itself.
This is
untenable, as I see it. Why? Because one expects

somewhat puzzling and basically
that one who makes such claims to significance
would be able and ready, concomitantly, to refer to
important and general knowledge about the "who"
that we as humans are. So, there seems to be a
clear tension between, on one hand, the reluctance
to talk in terms of findings, and, on the other hand,
the willingness to make general statements about
the significance of the Humanities as if anchored

in findings.

In my talk I will present some guesswork
about what could explain this perhaps Humanities
unique attitude to the own field.

However, as distinct from prominent self-
conceptions among many humanists, it is rather
easy to identify certain overarching themes as
well as important findings in the Humanities. In
the METRIS report on emerging themes in
European SSH research the following ones where
pinpointed:

e Welfare

e Migration

¢ Innovation

e Post-carbon society

e The crisis of value and valuation
e Space, landscape, and virtuality
¢ Time and memory

e The technologisation of Social Science and
Humanities research

e Iconosphere
e Governance and regulation

e The future of democracy in a globalised
world

And in all these fields important knowledge
production is going one, resulting in important
findings.

Now, it would be of great interest to have an
open discussion with you on these matters, and to
learn more about the thematic and theoretic

clusters from a non-European perspective.
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The Role of the Humanities"

Dominic Scott”

In this session we shall discuss the different
kinds of justification given for funding Humanities
research: e.g. intrinsic value, informing social
policy, understanding cultural heritage, promoting
economic value, contributing to other academic
disciplines, informing undergraduate education
and promoting innovation. In the interactive part
of this session we shall try to discover which kinds
of justification are favoured in the countries
represented by the participants.

In my presentation for this session I shall
discuss attempts to articulate the value of the
Humanities. For the sake of clarity, 1 shall
distinguish the most common justifications into

five categories:
1. Intrinsic value

2. Societal influence and policy making

3. Cultural heritage
4. Economic value
5. Educational value

There is, of course, a large literature on the
role of the Humanities: national reports, opinion
pieces in the media, books (scholarly and popular)
as well as articles in edited books. I have been
guided by this literature in drawing up the basic
classification of justifications. But what will be
distinctive about my presentation is that I shall
draw upon the interviews that we have been
conducting as part of the Humanities World
Report project (HWR): see http://humanitiesworld
report.net/. In our work, we have selected around
80 scholars worldwide for interviews, posing
questions over a wide range of topics (e.g. about
funding, inter-disciplinary research, the digital

+ Delivered at the Humanities World Report (HWR) Workshop: "The Humanities in East Asia: Current Situation and Future
Direction," which was hosted by the Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences, NTU and led by
Professor Poul Holm, Long Room Hub (IAS), Trinity College, Dublin, held at NTU on May 14-15, 2013.

* Professor, Department of Philosophy, University of Virginia, USA.
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Humanities, the effects of university ranking
systems on research). One of our questions
concerns the justification of the Humanities, and
in it we ask how our respondents themselves
defend the value of Humanities research, especially
when faced with a hostile audience. So, in my
presentation, [ shall draw on the answers to this
particular question.

Using these different sources, I shall proceed
to discuss the different justifications for the
Humanities listed above. In the rest of this
abstract I give an outline sketch of each.

1. Intrinsic value

Any academic discipline can be defended on
the grounds of intrinsic interest: the value of the
research lies (in part) in the very knowledge or
understanding gained (i.e. not merely in any
further social or economic goals it may happen to
promote). In the case of the Humanities, the
intrinsic value argument is particularly strong: as
human beings we ought to have an interest in our
history, culture, ideas etc. One point I shall make
is that this type of justification is proving to be
quite popular with those whom we have interviewed

so far as part of the HWR project.

I shall also discuss what I call a "hybrid"
justification, which combines instrumental and
intrinsic elements (though it is ultimately instrumental
in character). When defending the economic value
of any discipline, for instance, it is often argued
that we cannot know in advance what research
will prove the most useful. So the best course is to
allow intellectual curiosity to run its course, and
let the economic value fall out serendipitously. If
one confines oneself only to what seems lucrative
or socially useful, one will probably miss out on
the most fruitful avenues of research. So—the
argument runs—it is best to embark on one's
research with a non-instrumentalist mindset, and
to proceed as if one is pursuing it for its intrinsic

value. However, this is still an instrumentalist

approach: the ultimate justification is some non-
intrinsic value; but psychologically it embraces
the intrinsic approach.

2. Societal influence and policy making

In this part of my talk I shall describe
justifications that point to the value of Humanities
research in informing social policy, and policy
making more generally. To analyse these kinds of
justifications, one can either proceed by discipline
(history or linguistics), or by the area of social
policy concerned (e.g. security or environment).
Here, I give a few examples from my own
discipline, philosophy.

3. Cultural heritage

Under this heading I shall examine a cluster
of closely related roles for Humanities research,
all centering around the notions of culture and
heritage. These roles include [a] preserving cultural
memory and identity, [b] confronting the past, and
[c] understanding other cultures. As well as
describing these approaches, I shall also consider
specific criticisms that they have attracted (e.g.
that they assumption a sort of "cultural essentialism").

4. The economic value of the Humanities

Economic benefit has to be understood in
broad terms: it is not just a matter of monetary
value, but also about business activity and
employment. The economic defence can and has
been made, especially in times of scarcity and
where appeals for funding have to be made
directly to finance ministries. Part of the economic
case lies in the employability of Humanities
graduates (see below, section 5). But there is also
a case for saying Humanities research leads to
economic benefit directly. [a] Businesses need to
understand the cultures they operate in. This ought
to involve the use of Humanities research from
various disciplines. [b] Since the use of language
is essential to business, so both literature and
linguistics are important. [c] More specifically, the



Humanities contribute crucially to particular kinds
of industry: they are responsible for productive
output in the creative industries—e.g. theatre, film,
TV drama, all of which are informed by
Humanities research. The tourist industry depends
in part on museums and other heritage institutions.
When making all these kinds of claims, [a]-[c],
defenders of the Humanities will also often point
out that, compared to the Natural Sciences,
Humanities research is cheap.

5. Education: the Liberal Arts

A very common argument, especially in the
context of the US Liberal Arts, is that that an
undergraduate education in the Humanities brings
to its students benefits of many kinds—
intellectual, cultural, moral—which in turn make
them more employable, better contributors to
society and (more generally still) lead better lives.
As well as describing this approach, I shall
consider some of the more plausible criticisms
that have been made of it. I shall end by seeing
how these criticisms might be addressed.

ALBEHER LN
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Institutional Challenges and Intellectual
Culture”

Dominic Scott”

To what extent do institutional structures
promote or impede developments in Humanities
research practice such as inter-disciplinarity and
teamwork?

Setting the Scene

In the first part of this presentation, I shall
discuss some issues to do with inter-disciplinary
research. I shall draw upon the responses to the
relevant section of the HWR questionnaire. In

question 4 we asked:

Is your own research mono-disciplinary or
inter-disciplinary?

What are the benefits or disadvantages of
each type of research?

From the responses we have gathered so far,

we already have a rich source of insights on the

value of inter-disciplinary research. But I shall
begin by raising some questions about the very
nature of inter-disciplinary research. It is clear
that scholars in the Humanities have different
ideas about how to define it. Does it mean that
researchers from different disciplines collaborate
with each other, each contributing their specific
expertise? Or, as some people claim, does it mean
that we need to dissolve the disciplines altogether?

As part of my introduction I shall also report
on the number of our respondents who claimed
that their research was interdisciplinary. So far
they divide almost roughly 50-50 on the issue.

Next, I shall turn to the value of inter-
disciplinary research, and discuss the several
advantages that our respondents claimed for it,

e.g.

+ Delivered at the Humanities World Report (HWR) Workshop: "The Humanities in East Asia: Current Situation and Future
Direction," which was hosted by the Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences, NTU and led by
Professor Poul Holm, Long Room Hub (IAS), Trinity College, Dublin, held at NTU on May 14-15, 2013.

* Professor, Department of Philosophy, University of Virginia, USA.
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1. Inter-disciplinary work is much more
likely to throw up innovative, methods
and results, and to open up new horizons.

2. It increases one's understanding for what
researchers in other disciplines actually
do.

3. One comes to understand one's own
subject a bit better: looking at oneself
from the outside exposes assumptions
and habits taken for granted.

4. Inter-disciplinary research facilitates

translation by enabling Humanities
scholars to link up with researchers in
other disciplines, e.g. medicine (resulting
in bioethics), and through that discipline
allow its own results to feed through to

society at large.

But our respondents have also emphasised

the risks of inter-disciplinary research, e.g.:

1. It may lack sufficient rigour. For several
respondents, scholars need to be trained
within a well-contained field with its
own standards and methodologies. Put
simply, their concern was that too much
pressure for inter-disciplinary research
causes scholars to become amateurs. In
some responses the solution seemed to
be to let scholars master their discipline
before they reach out to others.

2. Inter-disciplinary work can be extremely
time-consuming, starting from the basic
information exchange needed at the
outset, and then involving possibly years
of hard work, often for an uncertain

outcome.

After going through these points in more
detail, I shall invite participants to give their own
perspectives on the value of inter-disciplinary
research.

10

Institutional Tensions

These points help to set the stage for the
main issue I wish to take up. There is no doubt
that senior academic administrators and funding
bodies often set a high premium on inter-
disciplinary research. In many countries and
regions, funding schemes prioritise inter-
disciplinary and collaborative research. The result
is the setting up of funded research projects, e.g.
as sponsored in Europe by HERA (Humanities in

the European Research Area).

After describing an example of such a project,
I shall focus on a specific issue, which has arisen
in the course of our HWR interviews. This
concerns a possible tension between the promotion
of inter-disciplinary research projects and publication
regimes. It is widely agreed that a scholar's
publication record is key to their hiring and
promotion. The more prestigious the outlet
publication, the more useful it is for career
advancement. In some Humanities disciplines, the
most prestigious venues are well-established, peer
reviewed mono-disciplinary journals. If this is the
case, there is a tension between the pressure for
inter-disciplinarity and individual career advancement.

Here, more specifically, are the effects of this
tension:

1. The incentive to specialise will deter

even well-established scholars from
engaging in inter-disciplinary research,
and from putting

together funding

proposals and seeing them through.

2. Such projects typically involve hiring
post-doctoral researchers as a core part
of the team. But there is a risk of
breeding permanent post-docs. Since

they will tend to publish in

interdisciplinary formats as part of the
funded project, and since the greatest
prestige

still goes to peer-reviewed

papers in mono-disciplinary journals, the



danger is that the post-docs will become
less employable in permanent posts.

The basic issue is that the institutional
incentives may be working in contradictory
directions. When it comes to individual hiring and
promotion, publishing mono-disciplinary books
and journals is paramount. At the same time, some
funding bodies, as well as senior academic
administrators, are promoting inter-disciplinary
research.

A related problem is that funded research
projects of this kind are typically expected to
produce multi-authored inter-disciplinary books.
But who exactly will read them? If most scholars
remain in their disciplinary silos, they may look at
the papers in such volumes with disdain. The
papers are written to be understood by people
outside the field, and so won't deserve the respect

they would have if written for specialists.

In conclusion, there is a fundamental
question to be asked: what is the source of the
institutional pressure for interdisciplinary research?
Is it based in sound intellectual reasons, or do
institutional leaders think that the Humanities
should imitate the natural sciences (where inter-
disciplinary research is much more common)? On
the other side, one can also ask why the most
prestigious  publication outlets are mono-
disciplinary (if they are). Is this merely a

historical contingent fact?

I shall of course be particularly interested to
see whether the workshop participants have also
encountered a tension between publication
regimes and the pressure for inter-disciplinary

research.

ALBEHER LN
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Outreach and Translation”

Poul Holm"

This session will explore the different ways in
which the Humanities reaches beyond academic
boundaries, e.g. by working with the media,
museums and galleries, or by engaging with
business leaders and policy makers.

In my oral presentation I shall introduce the
findings of our interviews with academics across
the world and the observations and recommendations
contained in a large number of national reports

from most continents.

In this abstract [ want to introduce some key
concepts for the analysis. We use the concept
"translational research practice" as a broad term
for the flow of research insights from a researcher
or a group of researchers to a broader community
of other researchers and end-users, and the feed-

back processes that come with the interaction. All

research translation needs to happen through
specific channels, and the choice of receiver(s)
may decide what is good and relevant research.
Receivers may be policy or business, community

leaders, museums, publishers or mass media.

Translation in the humanities

typically
involves:

e Dissemination to other disciplines, be it
within the humanities or across faculty

divides, say into the sciences.

e Communication to the public via the media
(book, web, TV, lectures)

¢ Influencing policy makers.

¢ Engagement with public institutions, e.g.
schools, museums, archives, public bodies

and professional associations.

+ Delivered at the Humanities World Report (HWR) Workshop: "The Humanities in East Asia: Current Situation and Future
Direction," which was hosted by the Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences, NTU and led by
Professor Poul Holm, Long Room Hub (IAS), Trinity College, Dublin, held at NTU on May 14-15, 2013.
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¢ Engagement with innovation systems and
businesses.

The problems of translation within humanities
may to some extent resemble those with
contemporary biomedicine as they ultimately
revolve around human linkages, institutional
practices and intertwined communities. The
humanities are as much as medicine conditioned
by the interaction of researchers and practitioners
whose training, outlook, social learning and

institutional context vary greatly.

Of course, the Humanities differ from health
science with regard to justification and outcome
of research. While medical science is by definition
about matters of life and death, humanities
scholars disagree about justification as we discuss
in the session about justifications. The justification
should be reflected in the aim of one's research,
which again should (but does not always)
influence the translational strategy. Translational
practices will therefore vary greatly between say
an American liberal arts tradition and a practice,
which focuses on implementation of research

findings.

The discussion about translational research
practice should distinguish between descriptive
and a prescriptive approaches:

e Descriptive: How we analyse the value
chain of research from conceptualization of
a research challenge, through empirical
investigation to generalisation and model
building through to end-users and feed-
back loops?

e Prescriptive: The means and strategy to
optimize the value chain of research with a
view to end-use impact.

In analytical terms, translational concerns
may be reflected in the very conceptualization of
the research agenda. This is not as alien a concept
to humanities practice as it may sound. Many if

14

not most humanities research endeavours begin
from a need for a better product than the one on
hand, such as a critical edition of a manuscript, a
need to understand better how society worked in
the past, etc. Even pure voyages of discovery into
the holdings of an archive are usually guided by
anticipations about what is to be found. Obviously
surprises are part of the very act of research and
changes to the research agenda must be made
accordingly. However, such changes to the
research agenda often cause the researcher to

rethink modes of translation as well.

In prescriptive terms, there may be an
incentive for the academic manager to consider
translational interests in the allocation of funding.
Such considerations may be contentious to a pure
academic agenda—as evidenced by the controversies
over Mode 1 and Mode 2 research practices.
[Mode 1: pure, curiosity-driven research, Mode 2:
solutions-oriented research, often co-sponsored by
non-academic partners]. Figure 1 outlines a
conceptual model of translational research
practice, which may be used by managers to
promote translational practices. We shall use this
identify the different

translational practice.

model to stages of

Support Activities

other
development
opportunities

Programme parinersetc.)

Primary Activities

Questions for the session:

1. Is there a need for a broad concept of
translational research as outlined to
understand practices of outreach and

communication in the humanities?



2. To which degree do humanities institutes

and faculties practice a strategy for
translational research?

How may individual scholars benefit
from a greater consideration of

translational research?

Should end-users (media, museums and
galleries, business leaders and policy
makers) and their needs for humanities
research be reflected by academic
institutions?

ALBEHER LN
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What Steps Do the Humanities Need to Take to Establish Themselves as
Valid and Effective Contributors to Social Policy Making?

There Should Be No Impact from the Humanities without True Knowledge"

Arne Jarrick

With this talk | would like to open a
discussion about how to contribute to social
policy making, but also discuss to what degree
this should be the mission. The basic message is
this: Our essential task is to produce reliable
knowledge. Impact on social policy without
knowledge is meaningless, if not devastating for
the human cause. Furthermore, humanists who
deny that their basic task is to produce knowledge
cannot expect to have an impact social policy.
They have to make a choice, either to acknowledge
truth seeking as their mission or accept to be
marginalized and without influence on human
affairs. Against this background | try to give a
vision of how to meet major societal challenges,
revolving around economic growth, climate change
and innovation(ism).

I will approach the subject of my talk from a

certain analytical distance. The Humanities are an
integral part of the society, and not something
beside it or outside of it. Society is nothing but a
(more or less) dynamic interaction between
humans living there, be they citizens, wannabe
citizens, rejected as citizens, paperless refugees,
or citizenless subjects to a dictator. It's not people
here and society there; it's a fabric of human

action causing incessant cultural change.

In due course all societies get institutionalized
and interaction regulated, the two processes being
almost the same. This is so, since institutions are
nothing but agreements on what something is and
what it requires of its members, such as courts,
political parties, patent rules, money etc. They are
what they are only insofar as they are recognized
as such. Humanities research, with its institutionalized
structure, is no exception to this.

+ Delivered at the Humanities World Report (HWR) Workshop: "The Humanities in East Asia: Current Situation and Future
Direction," which was hosted by the Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences, NTU and led by
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As other parts of science, the Humanities are
entrusted by society, i.e. by people making up
society of which some are tax payers, to produce
knowledge at their discretion, but of highest
possible quality, i.e. as reliable and valid and
interesting and important as possible. This is the
essential mission. Knowledge so produced should
be brought back to the tax payers, and whoever
shows an interest in it, should be welcome to use
it at their discretion. This is the number one
priority, and this is also the basis for all other
tasks aiming at bringing knowledge to practical
use politically, socially, economically... or whatever.
Only true but always fallible knowledge deserves
being taken seriously and having an impact on
social policy, although all kinds of mythmaking
have been considered relevant and may have and
do have as much impact. If humanists repeatedly
stress that that they don't produce knowledge and
findings, why should any stake holder take them
seriously?

There is no way to get around this: we are
and should be truth seekers—and truth finders.
This is what brings me back to yesterday's
exercise. Humanities research does not differ
epistemologically from any other kind of research.
The difference is in the object of study: human
subjects—or humans as reflecting, self-reflecting,
meaning seeking and decision making social
agents.

Against the backdrop of today's societal
challenges what could we do in order to have a
legitimate impact? Which of them are the most
important? There a lot of them, but I focus on the
interconnection between the issues of economic
growth, innovation(ism) and climate change—and
on the kind of knowledge that humanities may
provide in order to meet these challenges.

Economists have long regarded nature as the
relatively permanent base material, the production

factor, from which endless growth would be

18

generated, growth considered the ultimate goal for
the society. This is devastating for many reasons.
Natural resources are not merely a passive
production factor to be exploited to further our
desires to improve our living conditions, indeed to
maximize our prosperity; they can instead be
regarded as "actors" of a kind that affect us and
which we affect in a perpetual interplay.

Why does the "economistic" self-deception
survive, despite millennia of bitter experiences of
over-exploitation, the depletion of fish stocks, the
destruction of forests, the hunting of large land
animals until the last one is killed, and other
things humans have done to undermine the basis
of their own livelihoods?

One important reason is precisely that we are
humans; that we therefore, given our genome,
have by cultural means and against all odds,
brilliantly withstood the pressure against our
existence. Indeed, we have been uniquely successful
in increasing our numbers and thus our share of
the living species on Earth. This is why this
doctrine of profligacy, this deep-seated belief in
growth, still holds such strong sway over our

SENSEs.

But this cannot go on. The extraction of
resources is still rising and even though the global
rate of population growth is declining, there are
still plenty of us who are taking too much from
the finite supply, the rich world far more than the
impoverished, the wealthiest more than the
poorest. As the cultural beings we are, we have
the capacity not only to withstand the selection
pressure against us, but also to reduce our own
selection pressure against the world around us and
thus against ourselves, in the dynamic interplay of
which we are a part. According to economic
thought, we all want:

e To improve our living conditions.

* To have the best possible living conditions.



e To maximize our prosperity with the least
possible effort or, to put it another way,
with minimal consumption of energy.

And what is this, actually? It is to make our
lives as pleasurable as possible, for ourselves and
for others. To succeed, we must subject the natural
prerequisites to the least possible strain. And so
economic growth cannot, must not, be the
yardstick by which all else is measured.

To move in that direction, we must learn to
understand and control our own psychology that
drives us to devastate the economy while
believing we are maintaining it. And for this, we
need a dynamic doctrine of wise stewardship
instead of the doctrine of profligacy we have
clung to for far too long. This requires and
innovativeness in the broad sense of the word, not
in the narrow technical "patent" sense to which
policy makers incessantly fall back.
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"What Is Your Philosophy of Life?" Reflections on
the Humanities World Report (HWR) Workshop”

JinY. Park’

When 1 was a college student in Korea
during the 1980s, there were jokes related to
humanities majors. "Who is your favorite writer?"
was the question that literature majors hated most
to receive. The philosophy majors' nightmare
question was "What is your philosophy of life?"
Studying philosophy, philosophy majors would
claim, is not about a "philosophy of life." It is
studying and thinking with Plato, Aristotle, Kant,
Hegel, Confucius, Laozi, Zhuxi, and all the others.

Since those days, from time to time I thought
about the question, "What is your philosophy of
life?" I came to think that if I were to redesign the
joke, I wouldn't make this the nightmare question
for philosophy majors. After all, philosophy is—
and to extend the scope, humanities research and
education are—about life. The problem here,

though, is when one says "life," the scope of the

connotation of this term is so comprehensive, it is
impossible to define it in one or two sentences.
Ask students in your classroom to define "life." I
am sure students will shake their heads and
declare the ineffability of defining "life." The
same is the seeming conundrum and also the value
of humanities research and education.

The Humanities World Report workshop that
took place at the Institute for Advanced Studies in
Humanities and Social Sciences, National Taiwan
University (May 14-15, 2013), was an occasion
for scholars of humanities to think about their
profession self-reflectively and self-critically. The
issues discussed in the workshop were diverse: the
roles and functions of humanities; the most urgent
themes humanities need to cover in our time;
whether humanities research and education have

value as they are, or if their value is contingent

+ The Workshop was hosted by the Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences and led by Professor
Poul Holm, Long Room Hub (IAS), Trinity College, Dublin, held at NTU on May 14-15, 2013.
* Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy and Religion, American University, Washington, DC.
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upon their function in a society; what humanities
need to do to bridge academic research and
society and to inform policy making; and the
justifications for funding humanities research and
promote humanities education. These and more
were some of issues the workshop participants

explored.

The humanities are one of the oldest fields in
human intellectual enterprise. Perhaps for that
reason, some might think that humanities research
and education are now a thing of the past. The
"crisis" of humanities has been echoed in the
institutions of higher education in North America
as in Asia and in Europe. However, any informed
reflection on human existence in general and our
society and our time in particular should make us
ponder whether this "crisis" is inevitable or if it is

something we can avoid.

In May 2013, the Faculty of Religious
Studies at McGill University in Canada celebrated
a receipt of a donation of five million dollars from
individual donors (a couple). In a videotaped
interview, the husband explained why they had
decided to donate such a large sum of money to
religious studies instead of to more likely recipients
such as scientific research. The donor said that in
our time, nothing is more important for the future
of humanity to learn other people's religions so we
can understand each other and survive together on
earth.

As I was watching the video-interview, it
came to my mind that the donors' unwavering
conviction on the importance of humanities
research and education mattered as much as or
even more than the amount of money they
donated. As society becomes more complex, there
are more fields in higher education that rightly
claim their importance for our existence. Each has
its own importance, and I believe humanities
research and education offers the most fundamental

foundation for existence. The critical reflections
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on the meaning of our own existence into which
the humanities consistently inquire give anchorage
for values and help us find meanings for our
activities.

As the "crisis" of humanities has been an

international phenomenon for some time,
"advocacy" for the values and meanings of
humanities research would require a certain form
of international solidarity through which scholars
of humanities reconfirm the meaning and value of
humanities. At the same time, they should
rearticulate the rights to and responsibilities of
humanities in our time. The Humanities World
Report, in this context, seems a timely and
appropriate venue to initiate this international
solidarity of humanities. Its first workshop hosted
by the Institute demonstrated nothing less than

that.
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Personal Reflections on the
Humanities World Report (HWR) Workshop”

Kirill Ole Thompson™ y -3

Around the world, the incessant rise and
development science and technology—armed with
digitization, computer banks and data analysis,
global networking, etc.—are leading not only to a
new age of science and technology fetishism but
to an increasingly pragmatic, utilitarian-minded
public and officialdom. The people and officials in
nearly every country increasingly see the Humanities
as mere software, grist for the mill, decorative
accessories, while viewing anything to do with
science, technology, economics, and/or business to
be precious wealth-and-power-generating hardware.
Globally, this trend bodes ill for Humanities
programs and curricula at universities and
research institutes, not to mention for support for
funded which

increasingly appears to consist of self-indulgent,

research in the Humanities,

subjective lines of inquiry to pragmatic, utilitarian-

-
»

- -

>

,

minded policy makers. Ironically, many postmodern
Humanities scholars themselves have persuaded
themselves to see little of value in their own
disciplines.

As a cross-disciplinary scholar with his feet
in life science and the social sciences as well as
the Humanities, Workshop organizer Poul Holm
realizes that there remains much of value in the
Humanities, if not for anything else because the
Humanities cultivate the basic grounds of human
judgment of fact, value and beauty that apply
equally to scientific, technological, economic, and
business affairs. Moreover, it is to existing human
cultures that we must turn to derive new sets of
values for, for example, stemming habitat
destruction and climate change, etc. Holm sees
that the Humanities get into the deeper questions

of life and value, which need to be brought to bear

+ The Workshop was hosted by the Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences and led by Professor
Poul Holm, Long Room Hub (IAS), Trinity College, Dublin, held at NTU on May 14-15, 2013.
* Professor and Associate Dean, Institute for Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences at National Taiwan University.
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in assessing, guiding and directing research in the
sciences, technology and policy-making. Bottom
line thinking is overly linear and usually blind to
unintended consequences.

Holm thinks that Humanities scholars have to
be reminded and shaken and stirred to reflect
more deeply on what they are doing as Humanities
scholars and teachers and its wider importance.
They need to be reminded to cherish their learning
and expertise, not denigrate their own strengths
and importance on shallow pragmatic and utilitarian
grounds. He therefore assembled a team of two
colleagues with complementary backgrounds to
probe more deeply into these issues and problems
of the Humanities and the importance of supporting
Humanities programs and research more in a
sustained way. His team members met and agreed
to pool their experience and knowledge of the
situations in the EU, the UK and the US, and now
have begun to travel the world to learn from the
experience of Humanities scholars in East Asia as
well as in other parts of the world. IHS at NTU

was their stop in this grand mission.

In his workshop presentation, Dominic Scott
(Philosophy and Greek Classics, University of
Virginia), discussed the sorts of justifications that
Humanities scholars tend to give for funding their
Humanities research. His examples included
intrinsic value, informing social policy, understanding
cultural heritage, promoting economic value,
contributing to other disciplines, informing
undergraduate education, promoting innovation,
etc. Poul Holm spoke on the principal forms of
Humanities outreach, such as by working with
media, museums and galleries and by interacting
with business leaders and policy makers. Finally,
Arne Jarrick (Center for Cultural Evolution,
Stockholm University) set forth the steps that
Humanities programs and scholars need to take in
order to establish themselves and their "findings"

as valuable and effective contributors to social
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policy. His challenge was that Humanities findings
don't have the objective, repeatable, harness-able
status that is characteristic of scientific findings.

While Humanities programs, research and
scholars in East Asia face many of the same
institutional conditions and problems that stem
from an increasingly pragmatic and utilitarian-
minded public and officialdom, they enjoy
relatively fixed, guaranteed levels of funding and
support that would be threatened only by an
economic downturn or a national emergency. At
the same time, the Humanities' percentage and
amount of funding and support in East Asia tends
to be rather lean when compared to the largesse
that officialdom lavishes on science, technology,
economics and administration. In East Asia,
Humanities scholars remain deeply concerned that
their expertise and judgment be respected, consulted
and heeded in public and social discussions and
decisions. Indeed, East Asian Humanities scholars
often appear in the media and are heeded in
questions of urban design and planning, ecological
and environmental protection, cultural heritage
preservation and interpretation, educational contents
and methods, and so forth. However, while their
legitimate concerns are respected in such public
discussions, they are often mitigated or simply
overridden by political and economic interests.

In the East as well as in the West, if we were
to claim that Humanities' insight and wisdom
needs to be brought to bear in a wider range of
social, economic and political issues, we would
need to establish the qualifications, the expertise
of the Humanities disciplines and scholars. However,
that is not as difficult a problem as it might seem
as first sight: by definition, historians offer the
wisdom of long experience, of what works and
what doesn't work, of what promotes good results
and what backfires. Philosophers present carefully
thought through conditions of judgments of good
reason and sound sense. They also bring a range
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of ethical considerations to bear in increasingly
applied and user-friendly way. Literature scholars
interpret and transmit the stories that reflect our
lives as human beings—defining who we are,
exploring how we relate, questioning how we do
well or go wrong, etc. Anthropologists give
insight into who we are as an evolving species—
and for seeing through our cultural differences to
our core identities. And, this only scratches the
surface of the range and potential impact of
Humanities scholars' expertise.

As to the issue of Humanities establishing
themselves and their findings as "valuable and
effective contributors to social policy," a big
problem is that university administrators have
divided Humanities scholars into departments
which have to compete for resources within their
colleges, scholars who must also compete against
their own colleagues for research prizes within
their

administrators' increasingly shrill scientistic calls

departments. Moreover, the university
to publish 20 page articles, forces the originally
broad-minded Humanities scholars to narrow their
vision to minute topics of little general interest or
value, and thus eventually begin to lose sight of
their larger mission, purpose, and role in the
university and society. Unfortunately, this trend
also causes some Humanities scholars to lose
sight of their common ground of dialogue with
other Humanities scholars. "I am sorry. I don't
know Shakespeare. 1 only know east coast
Canadian female poetry of the 19™ century."
Inevitably, such scholars increasingly not only
lose sight of the larger meaning of their research
and findings, they begin to denigrate the value of

their own work.

From the East Asian perspective, a weakness
of Western (EU, UK, US) Humanities institutions
is that they are too rigid and sharply demarcated.
traditional FEast Asian

From the beginning,

Humanities have been interdisciplinary, interactive

and mutually informative. In this light, traditional
East Asian Humanities scholars had literary,
philosophical and historical perspectives, and
were aware of the larger meaning and purpose of
their work. Hence, a recent conference on traditional
Chinese Humanities was titled: "The Interaction
of Literature, History and Thought: Revisiting the
"Trinity' of Chinese Scholarship," (Rutgers University,
November 9-11, 2012). Moreover, East Asian
Humanities scholars considered their disciplines
to afford important materials for self-cultivation
and person-making, not to mention references for
public policy and decision-making. However,
since so many Humanities professors and
researchers in East Asia now receive their advanced
degree in the West, they absorb and transplant the
rigid, self-limiting Western institutional predilections
back home in East Asia. Thus, they enact a

process of cultural-intellectual self-colonization.

Also, some of the examples of Western
Humanities outreach given in the Workshop did
not appear to be entirely appealing or legitimate
from the East Asian perspective. Humanities
outreach for cultural preservation and transmission,
environmental protection, urban design and planning,
etc., are fine and well. However, teaching Plato's
Republic on justice to corporate lawyer or
teaching Plato's theory of abstraction to corporate
lawyers to better understand intellectual property
rights amounts to teaching Plato's wisdom to
modern day Sophists who will not use it for the
public good but for their own gain and for their
own clients! More legitimate forms of outreach in
this regard would be, for example, to advise
parliamentarians who are formulating laws and
regulations about justice or intellectual property
rights. In Taiwan, well-trained legal scholars and
philosophers of law are consulted to provide
briefs and opinions on the latest thinking around
the world on certain cutting edge legal issues,
genetic modification,
Other

such as, say, cloning,

surrogate motherhood, etc. important
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examples of Humanities outreach occur in the
field of environmental ethics and agricultural
ethics. For example, highly trained agricultural
ethicists run public, corporate and governmental
workshops on the ethical concerns of standards
and practices in the industry and in the field, such
as regarding local ecosystems, animal welfare,
genetic modification, etc. Taken together, these
applied ethics workshops have made a significant
impact. They have led at least to amelioration of
some of the key ethical problems of farming, the

environment and animal welfare.

Again, as to the Humanities establishing
themselves and their findings as "valuable and
effective contributors to social policy," Humanities
scholars have to develop and defend a broader
understanding of "findings." Humanities do not
exclude the sort of objective, repeatable findings
that are typical of the sciences. But, they also
include significant finding couched in specific
theoretical and cultural contexts, the contexts of
literary works and of works of art, the contexts of
people's lives and practices in specific eras and
societies, etc. Moreover, while lacking the pure
objectivity of scientific fact as it were, these
Humanities findings offer deep insights in human
life, human relationships, human affairs, and these
findings increasingly include human relationships
with (and impacts on) nature and other species,
even depictions and narrations of wider (and
narrower) arrays of phenomena.

In closing, I offer a beautiful example of how
the Humanities can inform scientific findings and
make them more beneficial to people is to be
found in the therapeutic regimen called MBSR
(mind-based stress reduction) and the cultivation
of Mindfulness. For centuries, doctors and scientists
have sought cures for debilitating psychological
stress and depression, largely in vain. In recent
decades, some scientists and doctors discovered
that when people practice certain forms of
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Buddhist meditation and cultivation, their experience
of stress and depression is measurably and
significantly reduced. A few of these doctors
personally practiced some Buddhist regimens of
meditation and cultivation, and achieved not only
reduced stress and depression but also increased
energy, insight and creativity personally and
professionally. Based on their positive experience
of Buddhist meditation and practice, these doctors
designed the scientifically certified program of
MBSR, which anyone can practice and benefit
from. This successful form of therapy could not
have been worked out or discovered in the
absence of the religious practice and phenomena
of Buddhism (or a similar religion or practice).
This form of therapy required this Buddhist
system of belief and practice in order to be
discovered, defined and laid out. It could not have
been worked out so effectively had it been
instructed apart from its home ground in Buddhist

wisdom.

Scholars from around Taiwan, as well as
from Korea, Japan and Thailand, came together to
join this stimulating Workshop on May 14-15 and
shared their thoughts and experiences regarding
the problems and issues involved in funding and
sustaining Humanities programs and research. The
discussions were highly spirited yet nuanced and
intriguing. Poul Holm and his team recorded (and
will analyze) our responses to their presentations,
and then left for Nanjing to convene their second
workshop at Nanjing University. We look forward
to reading and disseminating the final report and
findings that Poul Holm and his team submit after
holding workshops around Asia, Europe, the
Americas and Africa and analyzing the data.
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