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[ZiBHYr]

Exploring Agriculture and Environmental
Philosophy: An East-West Exchange”

Paul Thompson™

On March 1, 2012 Taiwan National University
hosted a path-breaking exploration of neglected
topics in environmental philosophy. The International
Conference on Agricultural Ethics in East Asian
Perspective was organized and sponsored jointly
by the Institute for Advance Studies in Humanities
and Social Sciences at NTU and by the W.K.
Kellogg Chair in Agricultural, Food and Community
Ethics at Michigan State University. The event
marked the first occasion on which scholars
working in environmental ethics from East Asian
and United States universities met with the express
purpose of considering issues in agriculture.

IHS Dean Chun-chieh Huang's longstanding
interest in the way that the people of Taiwan have
developed a unique cultural identity against the
backdrop of Chinese philosophical traditions provided
a basis for the discussions. Dean Huang has

stressed the importance of agrarian ways of life in
traditional Chinese philosophy, and has argued
that Taiwan's choice to pursue the economic
development of its farming sector provided a
source of continuity with these ancient modes of
identity formation.

However, as my own remarks at the meeting
stressed, as all countries become more urban,
there is a growing tendency to lose touch with
agrarian modes of thinking. In the West, the recent
growth of interest in the ethics of the environment
has largely neglected philosophers of the past who
conceived humanity's relationship with the natural
world through the lens of agriculture. Although
many of the great philosophers in the Western
tradition essayed on the role that farming has
played for creating a structure and rhythm to any
given civilization, these writings are seldom

+ The conference was sponsored by the Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences, NTU, March 1,

2012.

* Endowed Professor of Philosophy, Agriculture, Food and Resource Economics and Community, Agriculture, Recreation and

Resource Studies, Michigan State University.
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noticed by contemporary philosophers, and have
been neglected entirely by philosophers writing on
the environment.

The centrality of agriculture is especially
apparent in the philosophy of ancient Athens,
often taken to represent the cradle of the Western
philosophical tradition as a whole. During the era
extending from Socrates through Plato and
Aristotle, Athens was undergoing a transition.
Like a typical Greek polis, the Athenian state had
derived its organization from the farming citizens—
the hoi mesoi—who lived in the countryside
surrounding the urban core. The heads of farming
households recognized the requirement for mutual
interdependence and a stable society in virtue of
the need to protect their fields, vineyards and
orchards from plunder by invaders. This bred a
deep sense of common interest that was the
cauldron for forging conceptions of citizenship for
each of the respective city-states.

However, Athens' development of sea power
had introduced a trading class into their society.
The sheer mobility of their wealth made these
traders less deeply wedded to the security of
Athens as a place, and created a constituency for
expansion within the Athenian citizenry. The crisis
over whether a trade-oriented or an agrarian
worldview would hold sway precipitated shifts in
the political world of the Athenians, and ultimately
led Aristotle to conclude in the Politics that a self-
sufficient (e.g. farming) household was the model
for citizenship on which a good society should be
based.

What is crucial in Aristotle's view is that the
farm household does not stand outside of the
natural environment, but in fact derives its identity
and values from its very integration into a local
ecosystem. This starting point straddles the eco-
centric/anthropocentric divide that has characterized
recent environmental thought in the United States.

Rather than seeing the environment as something

either valuable in itself or as valuable because of
its usefulness, the Greeks saw their own integration
into an ecosystem as the source of their ability to
derive a system of values.

Several papers at the conference explored
similar themes in the thought of East Asian
philosophers. John A. Tucker discussed the
philosophy of Ando Shoeki 7% E 2z (1703-
1762), who had articulated a particularly extreme
version of the view that human beings are
corrupted when their ties to agriculture are cut.
Tucker argued that Shoeki derived his ideas from
the Zhuangzi ¥t (J: Soshi), the Mozi 2T
and an exceptionally important Confucian text,
the Mencius (C: Mengzi 7).

Yamauchi Tomosaburo (LLIAN&Z=EF) discussed
Ninomiya Sontoku (1787-1856), or Kinjiro, the
renowned Japanese farmer-sage in the Edo Era
(1603-1867). Sontoku's practical solution to the
puzzling problem of the human-to-nature relationship
lay in the symbiotic co-elaboration of both. He
practiced and philosophized on the virtues of diligent
labor (&), frugality (i) and concession (%) in
agriculture and economics, and argued that a
farming people could increase natural produce by
"assisting the transforming and nourishing process
of Heaven and Earth." (&K~ {EH, Doctrine

of the Mean, Ch. 22)

Two papers explored the links between an
agrarian conception of the relationship between
humanity and the broader environment by
examining how an ethics of virtue might provide a
fulfilling

philosophy. Ron Sandler expanded upon ideas he

more approach to environmental
has advanced in his important book Character
and the Environment (2007) and linked them to a
discussion of agricultural biotechnology, while
Nobutsugu Kanzaki (ffilF = ZX) discussed ways
to connect an ethics of virtue to environmental

pragmatism, exploring ideas put forward by Bryan
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Norton and by myself. Kai-yuan Cheng (Z}g/l7T)

also honored my work by suggesting how some of
the themes I have introduced in my book The
Agrarian Vision (2010) can be found in the
philosophy of Zhuangzi.

Other presentations at the conference took a

more forward-looking and problem-oriented
approach to agricultural ethics. Mitsuyo Toyoda
(B-H>¢tH) discussed an effort to involve citizens

in the preservation of an agricultural landscape on
Sado Island, Niigata, Japan. Lisa Heldke explored
how the local/global dichotomy, initially crucial to
initiating a social movement to encourage
participation in gardening, local markets and other
elements of the alternative food system, has
become a model that limits further development
and creative growth in the food movement. Toshio
Kuwako also examines how "the profile of the
local" has played a crucial role in consensus
building efforts that have been undertaken in the

wake of the 2011 tsunami.

Presentations by Raymond Anthony and by
Kirill Thompson made the case for further and
more intensified efforts to examine environmental
issues through the combination of agrarian and
East Asian perspectives. Anthony emphasizes the
increasing criticality of the Asian perspective for
global environmental issues, while Thompson
explored the forgotten commitment of traditional
Chinese philosophy to an agrarian perspective.

In the concluding panel Toshio Kuwako
remarked that although he had participated in
many events where philosophers from East Asia
engaged in conversation and exchanges with
philosophers from European cultures, he had
never felt that all were genuinely communicating
with one another. | must say that I, too, have felt
the same way. The suggestion that agriculture
provides a framework in which human beings
achieve their humanity through intimacy with the

environment, through an embeddedness in eco-

system processes brought our group into a state of
resonance. It was as if we had found our voice.

As we move forward into the second and
third decades of the 21* century, environmental
imperatives will present ever greater challenges
for governance and communication. An environmental
ethics must be structured so that the articulation of
reasons for attending to nature's imperatives is
meaningful to everyone. Our event on the NTU
campus in Taipei last March suggests that agrarian
perspectives can provide hitherto underappreciated
resources for meeting that challenge. The agrarian
themes in the great philosophers of both East and
West provide a source on which we all may draw.
What is more, they provide at least the beginnings
of a common language through which we can
express what matters in ways that all of us can
understand. All of us who attended the event hope
that this was just the first of many opportunities to
explore the ethics of agriculture from an East
Asian perspective.

Below is a listing of abstracts for the papers
presented in the conference.

John A. Tucker:
"Ando Shoeki's Agrarian Utopianism: An East
Asian Philosophical Contextualization"

This paper seeks to interpret the agrarian
thought of Ando Shoeki ZEE 7 (1703-1762)
by examining it within East Asian philosophical
contexts. The paper suggests that three classical
Chinese philosophical texts are exceptionally
pertinent for understanding Shoeki's ideas. The
three texts are: (1) a Daoist classic, the Zhuangzi
T (J: Soshi), especially its "Yangist" and
"primitivists" writings; (2) the masterwork of the
Mohist tradition, the Mozi #&1 (J: Bokushi); and,
(3) an exceptionally important Confucian text, the
Mencius (C: Mengzi 3T J: Moshi). The paper
suggests that many components of Shoeki's
philosophy such as his scathing critique of rulers
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and more generally, those who don't till the fields
or produce by their labors the essentials of daily
sustenance, can be seen as early-modern reiterations
of the basics of "the Yangist" and "primitivists"
positions expounded positively in the Zhuangzi
and reviewed critically in the Mencius. Shoeki's
thought also echoes ideas in the Mozi, especially
its utilitarian disuse for specialized, perhaps
expensive forms of cultural expression such as
ritual ceremonies and music. In Shoeki, a similar
line of somewhat culturally Spartan line of
thinking appears. Shoeki's thought appealed to so
few in Tokugawa Japan perhaps because many
realized that Mencius had considered the criticisms
of agricultural utopians and presented a fairly
solid rebuttable of them. Shoeki does not rebut
Mencius by arguing that direct involvement in
production of food life is feasible for all so much
as he emphasizes the natural authenticity of food
production and the concomitant criminality of
consuming without cultivating. Although naive,
Shoeki's arguments convey a certain visceral
power against which logic, reason, and practicality,
regardless of how realistic, are challenged to

match.

Yamauchi Tomosaburo ([LI % = B):
"The Agriculture Ethics of Ninomiya Sontoku"
Ninomiya Sontoku (1787-1856) or Kinjiro,
was the renowned Japanese farmer-sage in the
Edo Era (1603-1867). Sontoku's environmental
thoughts and practices are based on the pre-modern,
ecological world view that is characteristic of pre-
industrial Japanese society; it consisted mainly of
Shintoism mixed with Japanese Confucianism and
Buddhism.

Sontoku's practical solution to the puzzling
problem of the human-to-nature relationship lay in
the symbiotic co-elaboration of both. Human
beings owe gratitude (&) to Heaven and Earth
(our great father and mother), to our ancestors,
parents, and lords, and so we are obliged to repay

the debt we owe (}&). The main virtues he practiced
and recommended for people were diligent labor
(%)), frugality (f#), and concession (%) in
agriculture and economics, in order to increase
natural produce by "assisting the transforming and
nourishing process of Heaven and Earth." (& K1

ZAbE ~ T 5 ) This is Sontoku's teaching of
"reward for virtue" (Ez{=).

Sontoku eventually rescued more than six
hundred villages and tens of thousands of people.
He not only saved devastated farms, but also
saved people from mental collapse by helping
them to be independent financially and morally.
Sontoku's achievements testified to his belief that
Confucian moral politics ({— F{) rather than
modern Western power-politics and self-interested
economics, can make people happy and restore
nature at the same time. In pre-war Japan,
Sontoku was a national hero who appeared in
elementary school textbooks on moral education
called "cultivating oneself" ({Z5), as a model of
Confucian and other virtues. All national elementary
schools had his bronze statue on a pedestal near
the main entrance—carrying on his back a bundle
of firewood gathered in the mountains, walking,
and reading a book. In post-war, modernized and
industrialized Japan he was neglected and his
school of thought was almost forgotten. However,
recently his thoughts and practices have been
revived, and looked under fresh light of global

environmental crisis.

Kai-yuan Cheng (3$l0):
""Zhuangzi and Agricultural Ethics"

East Asia Philosophies have been a source of
inspiration for contemporary environmental ethicists
for their inquiry of how humans should relate to
the natural environment in which they inhabit.
Scarce attention, however, has been paid to how the
agrarian version of environmental ethics may be
assessed from the perspective of Chinese philosophy,
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especially Daoism. This paper represents an initial
attempt to illuminate Paul Thompson's agrarianism
from the viewpoint of Zhuangzi's philosophy. The
purpose is to examine the Jeffersonian moral
outlook and the agrarian notion of sustainability
that figure centrally in Thompson's theory from the
perspective of how Zhuangzi looks at the relationship
among humans, nature and instruments.

Nobutsugu Kanzaki (#f1li§ & 2X):

""A Version of Environmental Virtue Ethics:
A Discussion on Agricultural Ethics from the
Perspective of Pluralism in Environmental
Ethics"

Various approaches to achieve sustainability
that focus on characters and habitats of people
recently have drawn attention. Examples of such
approaches are sub-disciplines of psychology called
"environmental psychology" and "conservation
psychology." In the field of ethics, such approaches
are called "environmental virtue ethics" or "virtue
approach to environmental ethics." A theoretical
advantage of environmental virtue ethics is that it
can close "belief-action gap" of pro-environmental
behavior because environmentally virtuous persons
are supposed to have motivation for such behavior.
A person who embodies "agrarian vision" (Thompson)
is an example of environmentally virtuous person.

Environmental virtue ethics as well as
environmental pragmatism tend to be pluralistic
and criticize monistic environmental ethics. And
some pluralistic environmental ethics seem to
have commitment to the culture and ideals of a
particular community. For example, Paul Thompson
and Bryan Norton who is an Environmental
Pragmatist evidently base their arguments on
thoughts and

pragmatism). While such commitments bring some

American traditions (agrarian
theoretical advantages, they seem to have a
disadvantage too. That is cultural relativism. If so,
their arguments will have only limited scope both

theoretically and practically.

So the questions to ask are:

(1) Are there counterparts of "agrarian vision"
in Japan or East Asia?

(2) What and how can we learn from ideals

of other communities?
(3) Motivational power of "vision".

(4) Applicability of agricultural ethics to
global-level sustainability.

(5) Practical
education, ...)

implications (environmental

My conclusion will be that virtue approaches
to sustainability including Thompson's are worth

exploring.

Mitsuyo Toyoda (2 )¢ {it):
"Sharing Responsibility for the Conservation
of Agricultural Heritage"

One of the fascinating agricultural landscapes
in Japan is the beauty of rice terraces spreading
over steep sides of mountains. In spite of their
aesthetic and cultural significance, paddies on the
terrace began to be abandoned because of the
difficulty in introducing efficient agricultural
technologies. Cultivating rice on the terrace requires
far greater effort compared to paddies on the plain.
The degradation of rice terraces has thus become a
common issue in rural areas of Japan. What then
can be done for the sustainable conservation of
such farming? I consider this question on the basis
of field research conducted on Sado Island,
Niigata, Japan. One of the prominent features of
the agriculture on this island is the promotion of
ecological conservation through the practice of
rice farming. Sado Island is well known for the
project of re-introducing the crested ibis (Nipponia
nippon), which once became extinct partly as a
result of human activities. Environmentally friendly
farming has been encouraged in order to create the
adequate environment for this bird to survive. Due

to the constant effort by farmers, agricultural
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landscapes on this island have been registered as
GIAHS, "Globally Important Agricultural Heritage
System," and began to be identified as global
commons. Despite the spreading recognition of its
value, agriculture in Sado is in a critical condition.
The number of abandoned paddy fields is
increasing, and some of the terraces started to
collapse. This degradation is not a mere institutional
or technical problem but calls for an ethical
consideration concerning the locus of responsibility
for the conservation of rice terraces. This issue
should not be dismissed as a local problem of
rural areas. By examining the case study, I argue
that the sense of shared responsibility needs to
grow among wider stakeholders for practical
agricultural conservation.

Raymond Anthony:
"Food Ethics as More than Food Security:
Why Asia Needs to Lead the Way in Discourses
around Animal Welfare and Climate Change"
Currently at 7 billion, the human population
is expected to add two Chinas to the number of
people alive today by 2050. The already strained
and unevenly distributed supply of food, water
and energy resources will be hit harder, and
dealing with pollution and waste will become
more urgent. The task to balance human affairs
with the planet's limits is becoming more and
more challenging, since year by year the shape of
the Earth's climate and web of life is influenced
more dramatically through seemingly unabated
population growth and an every increasing human
footprint. While the "Earth is flat," the horizon of

the appetite of the many is worrisomely interminable.

What is Asia's role (granted that there are
national and regional differences) in responding to
these challenges and promoting sustainable and
equitable development and lifestyles? And why
focus on Asia now?

For one thing, it is because some Asian
countries are gaining prominence and clout as

important global partners. It is important to focus
on Asia now because Asian countries may have to
fend for themselves in the wake of the current
economic recession to hit Eurozone countries and
the US. EU nations may no longer be able to offer
financial assistance to meet climate objectives or
offer funding or technology for food assistance.
Asian countries may also be forced, emboldened
and/or now capable to pursue different priorities
and goals, such as adaptation rather than mitigation
initiatives, desired by their once richer benefactors.

In a different vein, the polluter-pays principle
gives us another reason why we should focus on
Asia. New major polluters and consumers have
entered the fray. For example, China, the world's
second-largest economy and the largest carbon
emitter from energy consumption at (6.284 billion
metric tones; the US is a close second at 6.007
billion metric tons) has emerged as a larger consumer
of, alongside India, the burgeoning shale gas
market in the waning days of coal or oil as main
sources of fossil fuel. Also, in many cases in the
recent past, policies in developing economies have
traded economic growth for environmental standards;
developing nations have also passed the buck
to "better-off" developed nations to deal with
environmental and agricultural concerns.

Further, the world is also looking to see just
what major Asian countries do. As a new political
and economic power, China has also recently been
the voice of the developing world, calling on
developing nations in the region to strengthen
cooperation on climate issues. China and India,
for example, can now leverage against the US and
EU nations to commit to binding targets and to
help fund and transfer technology from these
developed economies to developing ones to meet
carbon goals. China has also committed to a five-
year plan to address carbon, sulfur dioxide and
nitrogen dioxide emissions and pollution between
2011-2015, and has pledged to reduce the amount
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emitted per unit of gross domestic product by 40
percent by 2020. Also, in the wake of Copenhagen
and Durban, Japan may not support another
Kyoto-like commitment period, and the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change, along
with emissions trading schemes, may prove to be
a failed process for finding an effective global
climate change agreement.

Yet another reason to focus on Asia now is
because many people living in this region are
among the most vulnerable to experience adverse
effects of climate change. Climate change produces
many negative effects on economic and social
development, and challenges sustainable development
in the region. In this regards, food insecurity is a
major concern. What might nations who are large
consumers of energy be doing to ensure that all
their citizens are food secure, i.e., enjoy "[...] at
all times, [...] physical, social and economic
access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food that
meets their dietary needs and food preferences for
an active and healthy life" (The State of Food
Insecurity in the World, Food and Agriculture,
2001)? Are the costs and benefits that impact food
security in developing economies as a result of the
policies and practices of larger consumers and
polluters distributed equitably? How might the costs
and benefits impact the five central ingredients of
food security, namely "availability, accessibility,
acceptability, adequacy and/or agency"?

With a shift towards environmental standards
and gradual awareness regarding the impact of
climate change throughout the region, it is important
that environmental issues are well connected with
agricultural concerns; and go beyond merely
concerns that revolve around land use. It is
important to note that in the context of Asia, the
meaning of food and how food is produced and
consumed has also come under attack and is in
flux (and not merely as a result of climate change,

the pressures of the Market economy and

technological innovation). It is also essential for
Asian consumers to reflect on the changing
relationship between human beings and farmed
animals and to give some attention to the ways in
which animals are raised for consumption. The
desire for animal protein has increased among the
more able, and the "food-feed" struggle for grain
in the wake of concerns regarding food insecurity
and energy is catching up to the region.
"Technological sanders put animals in housing
conditions that severely challenge their adaptations.
However, farmed animal welfare is not a primary
concern for many across the region. Consumer
expectations for animal products intersect with
price, availability, safety, quality, but not (largely)
animal welfare. The moral status or farmed animals
is not yet a staple ethical concern. Farming billions
of animals to meet the appetites of those living in
the region also poses environmental challenges,
since producing food the industrial way is arguably
a major contributor to GHG emissions.

In the wake of a changing human-farmed
animal relationship and climate change, there is a
formidable range of ethical dilemmas that those
living in the region must face up to. The five
central dilemmas that will occupy my presentation
are:

e Can protections and moral and welfare
considerations be appropriately championed
on behalf of farmed animals when in some
cases, human beings across this region suffer
from food insecurity, poverty and do not
themselves enjoy protections and respect?

e How might nations that have had a few
decades to deal with animal welfare and
protection issues partner with developing
economies in Asia to embrace new climate
targets and animal welfare priorities, while
respecting policy, cultural and ethical

differences? Here, what are some central

differences among industrialized and emerging
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economies regarding the meaning of food,
the environment, and the moral status of
animals?

e Not all Asian countries are equal, in terms
of political clout, economic and political
stability and capacity to care effectively about
agricultural animal food production. How
should we understand ethical responsibilities
in the wake of these regional and national
differences?

¢ Public discourses around agricultural animals
in the food system in the West are often
envisioned as an extension of social justice

concerns. These discourses can be divided

into three broad categories of ethical concerns.

These concerns may be related to the impact
on the animals themselves (Rollin, 1989), to
the nature of the human-animal relationship,
and to governance issues within the agri-
food and research systems (Thompson,
2004). How might the topic of animal welfare
be addressed in the Asian context in a way
that is sensitive to cultural differences about
how (and which) ethical concerns are identified,
shared, prioritized and deliberated (and by
whom)?

¢ Not unrelated to the previous point, in the
midst of values pluralism and the desire for
cooperation, deliberative learning has been
offered as a favorable process by Western
ethics to deal with food, climate and related
challenges. Encouraging citizen "voicing"
opportunities more "upstream" has been
touted as equitable and resulting in practical
and effective solutions. In the West, voicing
opportunities have led to more careful
deliberations about technology, consensus
shaped solutions, information dissemination
that promotes understanding of risks and
uncertainties, debunking of myths, preservation
of cultural identity, and acknowledgment of

norm and clarification of responsibilities.
However, few studies on the appropriateness
or effectiveness or costs of the deliberative
learning process in the Asian context have
been undertaken. How should ethicists,
public-policy makers and scientists proceed?

I will unpack the layers of ethical concern
connected to these questions and suggest modest
next steps for consideration.

Lisa M. Heldke:
"Theorizing Alternative Agriculture:
The Limits of the Local/Global Dichotomy"
Scholars and activists committed to advancing
alternatives to industrial agriculture cannot help
but be buoyed by recent consumer movements in
the United States, including, e.g., the "locavore"
movement; and by a host of popular books
devoted to critiques of mainstream agriculture.
But while this increased critical public attention to
agriculture has been celebrated, it has also come
up for some justified criticism for its tendency to
romanticize traditional agriculture, to oversimplify
the differences between conventional and alternative
forms of agriculture, and to focus disproportionate
attention on the power of individual consumers'
actions, and the importance of individual moral
purity. (Critics include, among others, Julie Guthman,
Amy Trubek and Alice Julier.) One serious
consequence of these tendencies is the re-
inscription of race and gender hierarchies. Food
studies scholars can support and advance alternative
agriculture by constructively criticizing the ideology
that is threaded through those movements. In this
talk, I pick up one strand of that critique: the ways
in which movements for alternative agriculture rely
upon problematically dichotomous ways of thinking.

In western thought, both theoretical and
practical, dichotomous thinking has played a
crucial formative role, shaping the structure of our
ontological, epistemological and ethical categories.
Individual dichotomies are given further strength



by virtue of the fact that they are connected to
each other by wormholes and overlaps. Taken together,
sets of dichotomies mutually support and reinforce
each other. (Think here, e.g., of the way that the
dichotomies of mind/body and theory/practice
mutually reinforce.) The result is that these clusters
cannot be taken apart; to adopt one dichotomy is,
in effect, to adopt all.

The specific cluster of dichotomies that
shapes and informs debates about alternative
agriculture includes these pairs: cosmopolitan/local,
urban/rural, consumer/producer, industrial/agricultural,
cultural/natural, hybrid/pure. By way of wormbhole,
advocating for "the local" can thus also be read as
advocacy of "purity," with all the problematic
racist overtones that come with that concept.

In order for theories of alternative agriculture
to avoid reproducing unjust systems of race and
gender, | suggest, we need to acknowledge and
interrogate the connections among the dichotomies
in what I am calling the "local" cluster. Thus will
we come to recognize the degree to which the use
of any one dichotomous concept (e.g. "the local")
inescapably connects to other concepts we are
decidedly less eager to support ("pure").

AXBEHEF XL
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Salient Features in the Discourses on
Humanity and Inhumanity”

Kirill O. Thompson’ 3

IHS and the Berendel Foundation (London,
England) co-sponsored a conference on "Humanity
and Inhumanity: Topics, Theories and Discourses on
Humankind and Humanism in the Humanities and
Social Sciences," held at National Taiwan University,
in Taipei, on March 8-9, 2012.

According to the conference prospectus,
"The history of the humanities and of the social
sciences has generated a vast repertoire of topics,
visions, ideas, concepts, figures, theories and
discourses related to the cardinal notions of
humanity and inhumanity. In concert with the
Taiwan launching of the new book series, Reflections
on (In)Humanity, published jointly by V&R Unipress
and National Taiwan University Press, this
conference is being organized to explore these
issues in a broad intercultural, interdisciplinary

way.

This conference theme was the brainchild of
three dedicated scholars—Professors Chun-chieh
Huang (Taiwan), Jorn Riisen (Germany) and Sorin
Antohi (Romania)—he visionary architects of the
new field of "Global, Intercultural Humanism,"
which has the ultimate goal of fostering cross-
cultural communication and, thus, understanding
and sympathy—so as to provoke people to appreciate
more fully the humanity of "the other." These
three friends recruited a stellar ensemble of
scholars from many disciplines to share reflections
on the imponderable issues of "inhumanity and
humanity," indeed, to share ideas for making
breakthroughs to counter the rising forces of
inhumanity today.

The truest way to convey the positive synergy
produced by this conference would be, not to give

a general overview of the proceeding, but to offer

+ The conference was sponsored by the Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences, NTU, March 8-9,

2012.

* Professor of Foreign Languages and Literatures, National Taiwan University / Associate Dean, Institute for Advanced Studies
in Humanities and Social Sciences at National Taiwan University.



By

glimpses of the specific thoughts and reflections
of the individual conference presenters. Historian
Jorn Riisen opened the first session by speaking
on "Humanity as a Historical Category." He
stressed that the great challenge for contemporary
culturalism is "the necessity of differentiation
between self and others in the processes of
identity formation, which tackle the deepest level
of human subjectivity." Hence, while in pressing
Humanism we must aim to postulate and grasp the
unity of humankind, at the same time we need to
recognize "the necessity and power of identity in
forming differences between self and the other."
That is to say, the trick is to value the dignity of
difference in cultural orientation—while also
using dignity as a criterion for criticizing cultural
orientations that violate essential elements of
humanity in others. In essence, otherness and
selfness should be nurtured in ways that enrich the
dignity of each other in their interrelationship
under a concept of what it means to be a human
being. Next, the Classicist Hubert Cancik explored
"Humanitas/Inhumanitas" as "A Basic Term of
European Humanism and Its Roman Background."
After sketching the basic terminology and fields
of late Classical and early Renaissance Humanism,
Cancik stressed that, from the very beginning,
Roman Humanists and their Greek antecedents
had tackled the key problem of taming the beast
in man. He described their strong criticisms of
ruthless political tyrants and even of the
catastrophic "might is right" thinking of imperial
Democratic Athens. He further pointed out that
even in early Greek antiquity the treatment of
enemy dead was a test case of the humanity of
one's spirit. Early classical precursors of Humanism
had criticized the age-old practice of savaging the
dead foe and refusing him burial as condemned by
the "unwritten law of Nature, by the women at the
altar of Mercy in Athens, and in the name of
Humanity." Cancik concluded with a plea to gather

all the Humanist terms related to the humanitas/

12

inhumanitas binary to build up their conceptual
cluster and map their semantic field for fruitful
comparison with extra-European traditions.

In the second session, Historian Aziz Al-Azmeh
concentrated on the early Arabic Humanist critique
of religious representations and of organized religion.
He noted that while Skepticism, Sophism, and
Euhemerism are well-known to scholars, less
known are the freethinkers of the Abbasid era.
These freethinkers were especially concerned to
critique the popular religious pretense of prophesy,
which was used as a tool to manipulate and dupe
the gullible masses for essential political purposes.
The freethinkers' discourses impacted the Age of
Antiquarianism and the Age of Reason. Interestingly,
their approaches to Muslim Bible criticism influenced
the novel approach taken by Spinoza in the
Tractatus. Next, Historian and Religionist Sorin
Antohi discussed "Ahistorical Humanism: Eliade's
Oriental Model for the Occident and Its Contexts."
The eminent religionist and spiritual practitioner
Eliade had a lifelong deep interest in Oriental
cultures. He quested for spiritual origins as a
principle of renewal or rebirth which would de-
condition human beings from their cultural-historical
facticity and awaken them to their forgotten cosmic,
metahistoric, liberating, authenticating open spirit of
Humanity. Ultimately, Eliade drew upon new age
spiritualities in order to realize what he regarded
as ahistorical humanism, native humanism, non-
Occidental humanism in a way that ultimately
questioned the very distinction between humanity
and inhumanity.

In the third session, historian Jutta Scherrer
explored the lost or neglected texts of "A Forgotten
Humanism: The Soviet Ambivalence." Scherrer
argued that during the early period of Soviet
power, a proletarian or Soviet humanism was
propagated to mobilize the Russian people against
Fascism and National Socialism; it also was
implicated in a Soviet styled class struggle. After
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Stalin's death, Soviet humanism became identified
with the humanism of Marx's early economic-
philosophic manuscripts of 1844 and a vaguely
academic notion of ethics. The manipulations of the
term humanism through the last years of
Brezhnev's rule revealed that the term always had
been used principally as "a slogan and an indicator-
topic" rather than as a genuine concept or ethical
category. Putin's declaration of 2006 as "a year of
humanism in Russia" itself was "not free from the
Soviet ambivalences of the term, an evolution
which deserves to be followed." Next, Philosopher
Kirill Thompson traced the dialectic of ethical
Humanist proposals by early East Asian thinkers
to counter rising tides of inhumane forces and
trends in the pre-Qin period. Interestingly, rather
than propose absolutistic zero-sum solutions to
phenomena of inhumanity, as in the West, the East
Asian thinkers tended to propose curative, ameliorative
solutions. The early East Asian thinkers recognized
the shades of gray in the pulse of the world and
human affairs and sought to cleanse and reclaim
the darker areas without inflicting equal inhumanity
and horrors in the cause of perfect goodness as so
often happens. This struck Thompson as the only
way to avoid being caught in the rotor of
Humanity and Inhumanity and fully realize the
positive potential of Humanity/World/Way.

Historian Marius Turda opened the fourth
session by exploring the forgotten relationship
between "Eugenics and the Grand Tradition of
Humanism." He began his historical survey by noting
that Kant had explicitly raised the anthropological
question, "What is man?" in Western philosophy.
Subsequently, 19" century scientific thinkers added
notions of enhancement, improvement and progress
to Kant's enlightenment celebration of the rational
human essence. With developments in science and
technology in the 20" century, practical eugenic
blueprints for human improvement were given,
coupled with the reduction of human and social

understanding to a model of explanation drawn

from the natural sciences, a trend that Aldous
Huxley satirized in the dystopian novel Brave
New World in 1930. The essence of modern
eugenics is the faith that there is a human subject
in history and, accordingly, there must be a valid
philosophical anthropology that can characterize a
consistent, yet to a certain extent plastic, human
nature. In "A 'Modern' Binary, or the Basis for
Human Perfectibility? Defining the 'Normal' in:
Late-Victorian and Edwardian Britian," Sociologist
Stephen Byrne next argued that the notion of
"normality" became "a signifier for a wealth of [...]
statistical and qualitative judgments relating to [...]
human populations." He focused on the notion of
"the normal child" as representative example of
the drive toward normalization in rising modern
society, a drive that led equally to a demonizing
"abnormalization" of "deviants" from the Golden
Mean. This problem led to interminable debates,
ranging from the specific to the general, concerning
ultimately "the twin issues of variation and

perfectibility.”

In the fifth session, Intellectual Historian
Chun-chieh Huang introduced Zhu Xi's (1130-
1200) "Treatise on Humanity (Renshuo)," which
lent Confucius' ethical notion of Humanity (Ren)
deep ontological and cosmological grounding and
went on to explore two paths of critical response
to the "Treatise" taken by Tokugawa Japanese
thinkers in the 17"-18" centuries. The first path
was simply to deconstruct the metaphysics and
cosmology in which Zhu Xi had couched his
account of Humanity. The second path was to
revision Humanity in the light of people's actual
social and political life, regarding which metaphysics
and cosmology were deemed absolutely irrelevant.
Huang concluded by observing that both paths of
criticism exhibited the concrete, practical trend of
Japanese thought. However, by deconstructing
Humanity's metaphysical and cosmological moorings,
the Tokugawa critics lost Zhu Xi's deep philosophy

of human life. Moreover, in this way, the Japanese
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Confucians lost the transcendental dimension of
the Neo-Confucian quest for affirmation of the
great self. This loss led to a dangerous overly
pragmatic style in politics and world affairs. Next,
the eminent professor of literature and translation,
Longxi Zhang, spoke eloquently on "Man's
Inhumanity to Man: Religion, Ethics, and the
Humanistic View." Quoting Robert Burns, Zhang
noted that while the 20" century was a period of
atrocities, genocide and rampant inhumanity,
traditional religion and moral philosophy for
centuries had proposed ways to control or reduce
the inhumane impulses of man and put an end to
acts of inhumanity Moreover, for an equal length
of time proponents of secular social ideals offered
alternative sets of ethical principles. As the tragedies
of the 20™ century attest, however, none of these
attempts successfully put an end to cruelties and
tyrannies in the world. Looking back at this past
failure, it is highly important to entertain the
following questions: Can there be a new and more
realistic vision of Humanism? Can such a vision
plausibly incorporate elements from the old
religious and secular Humanisms? Will humanity
ultimately accept a new Humanism to enhance
human life? Zhang offered many revealing examples
and challenging ideas in reflecting on these

questions.

Finally, in session seven, Oliver Kozlarek spoke
on "The Humanist Turn: Towards an Intercultural
Critique of Dehumanization." Kozlarek saw a new
sort of Humanism arising. In his view, such a
Humanism would not be based on the idea of an
unchangeable human essence but rather on a
transcultural set of values to be variously realized
in different cultures. Instead of the logic of conceptual
speculation, the new Humanism would champion
the methodology of an intercultural hermeneutics
that would enable an understanding of the other in
terms of the other's own culture. Such a Humanist
methodology would incorporate trans-disciplinary

and intercultural research programs by which
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people's multiple experiences of dehumanization
would be reconstructed and put into revealing
comparative perspective. The following question
arose: How could various such experiences be put
into a significant dialogue? In reply, Kozlarek
appealed to Maurico Bruchot's idea of "analogic
hermeneutics." In the final presentation, Stefan
Jorden discussed the challenges involved in
"Making a Dictionary of Intercultural Humanism,
Lexicographical Principles and Practices." He
discussed the full array of issues and problems of
this dictionary project from considerations of form
and framework to choosing between print, e-book
and online versions. For this sort of burgeoning
project, an online version would work best because
such a format would allow convenient ways to
input corrections, additions, etc. Moreover, it
would be far more user-friendly in providing cross
references, web links, etc. Moreover, it could offer
places for user comments and discussions that
would illuminate the entries. Stefan concluded by
pointing out that the crucial question regarding the
form of the dictionary would be: "How can we
bring together different ideas, different key words,
etc., from different cultures in one dictionary,
where they are closely linked on one hand but not
forced into one leading, amalgamating, key word
language on the other hand?" Finally, he said,
"Trust me. The project of a Dictionary of Intercultural
Humanism is anticipating a large, interdisciplinary
readership—on the Internet!"

The presentations were highly thought-
provoking and stimulated many rich discussions.
These discussions yielded substantial insights
which will guide the leaders of this enterprise of
"global, intercultural Humanism," Huang, Riisen
and Antohi and their ensemble of scholars in
further mapping,
directing this promising new field. Already, plans

defining, developing and

for follow-up conferences and books are in the

works.
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Below is a listing of abstracts for the papers
presented in the conference.

Jorn Riisen:
"Humanity as Historical Category"

The paper has three parts. In its first one it
characterizes the structure and function of philosophy
of history in historical thinking today. Three dimensions
of this philosophy were distinguished: a material,
a formal, and a functional one. In the second part
the features of the material dimension will be
presented. It starts from anthropological universals,
and proceeds to the moving forces of history, and
ends with its temporal dynamics as development,
combining past, present and future. In the third
part inhumanity is addressed as an integral part of
this development. At the end history will be
conceptualized as a universal process of humanizing
man.

Hubert Cancik:

"Humanitas/Inhumanitas. A Basic Term of
European Humanism and Its Roman
Background"

1. European Humanism

European humanism is an open cultural
system, centred upon education and philanthropy,
enlightenment and human rights. It is a pan-
European tradition based on the achievements of
ancient Greece and Rome (800 B.C.E.-800 C.E.).
Their weapons and arts conquered and colonized
by force and persuasion what now is Spain,
France, Britain in the West, Germany, Bohemia,
and Romania in the East. The classical tradition
and the humanistic movement are embedded in a
cultural field consisting of manifold national
traditions, Jewish and Christian religions, and the
scientific and political innovations of modern
times.

The basic term of this tradition (movement,
system) is "humanity".

2. The Background—Rome

The key-concept of European humanism
is based on the Latin word humanitas. It means
(a) humankind, all human beings, the human
family, (b) the nature (essence) of the human
being, what is common to all (reason; mortality),
(c) philanthropy, helpfulness, compassion, (d)
civilized manners, gentleness, education, appropriate,

elegant, urban behaviour.

The subject of all these features is called by a
humble and sober name: somo, literally "earthling”,
belonging to Aumus—earth. The fundamental, pre-
philosophical concept of man in Roman culture
sets homo against the beast, the wild, untamed,
ferocious, cruel animal (lat.: bestia, ferox, crudelis).
Accordingly humanitas is set against inhumanitas
meaning wildness, cruelty, the uncivilized. Roman
lawyers, philosophers, historians, poets, and artists
tried hard to shape and illustrate these concepts
(Cicero, Seneca; Horace, Stace). For this endeavour
the Romans had to pick up the main tools from the
Greeks.

3. Behind the Background—Athens

3.1 Greek philosophy, educational and political
theory shaped the elementary Roman concept. A
human being is born helpless, weak and fragile,
without shell and claws. Therefore, by necessity, it
needs society. Man, says the Stoic philosopher, is
born in and for society, he is sociable: homo
socialis. He 1s born with reduced instincts;
therefore, he needs education, he can and he must
learn and organize the transmission of experience
and insight. So the Greeks invented pedagogy, the
gymnasium, the schools for grammar, poetry,
rhetoric and for philosophy (academy, lyceum):
all these are Greek names of institutions meant to
educate and form the homo civilis (Quintilian, I).
These institutions, as well as museums or theatres,
are the Greek heritage in Roman culture and,
mediated by the latter, in the humanist tradition of
Europe.
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3.2 Poets, philosophers, historians and political
theory tackled from the very beginning of Greek
and Roman history with the problem of taming the
beast in man. Tyrannical rule was defined as
dissolution of human society; consequently, the
tyrant stood outside of the human community and
could be treated as a wild beast—a dangerous
discourse. The Athenians developed the rule of
the poor and of the many, based on equality
(isotes) and liberty (eleutheria), called democracy;
nevertheless, they built an empire, thrusting in the
right of the stronger, an empire based on inequality,
force and brutality (Thucydides, V). The treatment
of the enemy is a test case. From Homer (8" century
B.C.E.) to Sophocles' Antigone (5" century B.C.E.)
to Stace (1* century C.E.) savaging against the
dead foe and refusing an elementary human right,
the burial (humare), are described in detail and
duly condemned by "the unwritten law of Nature"
(agraphoinomoi), by the women at the altar of
Mercy in Athens, and in the name of humanity
(Stace, Thebaid XII).

4. Conclusion

This rough and incomplete sketch of humanitas—
inhumanitas as basic terms of European humanism
uncovers severe gaps and urgent tasks of research.
Suffice it here to mention only one: the task to
collect other basic terms of European humanism,
to constitute them by history and theory in their
semantic field, to compare them with analogous
concepts in extra-European traditions, beginning,
for instance, with the concepts of history, tolerance,
and friendship.

Aziz Al-Azmeh:

"Ex Oriente lux: Universal Pathways of Humanism"
This paper will propose that, among the

various allowable definitions of humanism, one is

related to the critique of religious representations

and of organised religion, especially in situations,

societies and milieus where religion is institutionalised,
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and where it and its personnel seek to exercise
pressure and to achieve hegemony in fields social,
cultural and cognitive.

In this context, and with knowledge available,
it is possible to construct universal pathways of
freethinking humanism in Europe and western
Asia from antiquity until the present. Scepticism,
Sophism, and Euhemerism are well known. Less
well known, despite considerable research, is what
I consider to be a crucial moment along this pathway,
namely that of Freethinking in the Abbasid era.

This was a time when the cognitive, political
and social critique of religion was very much in
evidence. This paper will outline the main motifs
and consider the social locations of this criticism.
Highlighted will be the critique of prophecy, and
the proposition that it is not only an unnecessary
assumption and an irrational belief held by the
multitude, and a motif according to which the
multitude is manipulated by vested political and
social interests, but that prophets were, ultimately,
to be seen as charlatans. This idea eventually found
its pathways to the Age of Antiquarianism and the
Age of Reason, ultimately to the radical Enlightenment,
emblematised by De tribus impostoribus, which
has an interesting history of composition.

Also highlighted will be medieval Muslim
Bible criticism which, according to recent scholarship,
ultimately found its way to Spinoza's Tractatus.
Finally, like Deists and other critics of organised
Christianity who saw Islam as a foil against the
Church and its Mysteries, Arab Freethinkers used
the figure of the Orient as a figure counter-posed
to the irrationalism which they discerned in their
own time with appeal to the Wisdom of the
Brahmins, and medieval Arab ethnologists spoke
with wonder about the Justice of the Chinese.
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Sorin Antohi:
"Ahistorical Humanism: Eliade's Oriental
Model for the Occident and Its Contexts"
Mircea Eliade's time in India (mainly in
Kolkata, 1928-1931), a polemical choice running
counter to the overwhelming Eastern European
Occidental tropism, and his lifelong interest in
Oriental cultures (ironically, an Occidental influence
itself, although the Romanian lands had had a
deep connection to the Orient through the Hellenic/
Hellenistic civilization, the Great Migrations,
Eastern Orthodox Christianity, Byzantium and
later through the Ottoman Empire), especially in
their symbolic and (perceived) "metahistorical"
dimensions, are indicative of a wider— (anti)modern
and (anti)modernist—European/Occidental crisis
of self-identity and self-confidence. Under the
circumstances, the ‘nostalgia of origins' was seen
as a way out of the crisis, and—in spite of some
inevitable regressive undertones—as a principle of
renewal or rebirth. Thus, India/the Orient came to
be construed by many Europeans as the pristine
model for a decadent Occident, as a source of a
new humanism.

Eliade's fiction, starting with his 1933 novel
Maitreyi (translated into English as Bengal Nights.
A Novel) and including a number of other books in
his native Romanian; Eliade's journalism, especially
travelogues and attempts at cultural mediation;
Eliade's diaries and memoirs; Eliade's scholarship,
starting with his 1936 Romanian book on Yoga
(based on his doctoral dissertation, defended in
1933) —all bear the imprint of his encounter
with India (as the epitome of the Orient) and of
his quest for what I would call ahistorical
humanism: an ideal(ized), immemorial, pre-
metaphysical, "cosmic", "metahistorical" (going
beyond and even "boycotting" history), liberating,
authentic, open Weltanschauung. According to
Eliade, the contrast between Europe/ Occident and
India/Orient could not be more striking: European

culture is all about "conditioning" humans (as

temporal and historical beings), while Indian
culture is about "de-conditioning" them.

This quest, both existential and intellectual,
both rational and irrational (to the extent such
distinctions make sense in this case), is perfectly
captured by the August 27, 1951 entry in Eliade's
Fragments d'un journal. The author reports a
dream he had had the night before, in which he
had seen himself as Narada, an Indian Yogi,
incapable of speaking any language but Sanskrit.
In the dream, Jung, Italian Indianist Tucci, and
Surendranath Dasgupta (Maitreyi's father and
Eliade's Indian mentor) were standing by. In
reality (Eliade was attending at the time one of the
Eranos meetings in Ascona), Jung was asked to
provide an interpretation of the dream...

Starting from this episode and reflecting on
Eliade's work in a wider Occidental context, the
paper discusses Europe's (anti)modern (1870s-
1900s) and (anti)modernist (1910s-1940s) turn
towards its (mainly imaginary) Indian/Oriental
roots, ranging from (mainly right-wing) interwar
ideologies to more recent New Age "spiritualities".
At the core of all these phenomena, the paper
argues, one finds the fantasy of ahistorical humanism,
which is seen in connection with concepts such as
native humanism, non-Occidental humanism, and
with the frequently problematic distinction between

humanity and inhumanity.

Jutta Scherrer:
""A Forgotten Humanism? The Soviet
Ambivalence"

Renaissance and Humanism did not characterize
the evolution of autocratic Russia's society and
culture. The "New Man" whom the Communist
leaders proclaimed after 1917 was opposed to
values of the bourgeoisie such as humanism. The
first labour camps had educational purposes which
were praised by writers such as Gorky and
educators such as Makarenko as breeding places
of the new Soviet man. New "human material"
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(Bukharin) should be formed for the communist
society wherever possible.

The paper will show how after the first
decade of Soviet power and beginning with Stalin,
references to a particular kind of proletarian or
Soviet humanism begin to be used as instruments
of propaganda against fascism and national-
socialism, but also for the Stalinist constitution
and Soviet socialist justice. Soviet humanism
becomes by now synonymous with class struggle.
After the official "discovery" of the economic-
philosophical manuscripts of the young Marx
(allowed only after Stalin's death) "real humanism"
becomes identical with Communism to be realised
only in the Soviet Union. By now humanism gets
integrated into the newly-established academic
discipline of "ethics". Humanism also becomes
part of the vocabulary of the Russian Orthodox
Church (whose tradition ignores this term) when
its hierarchy has to present the Soviet state at
international ecumenical meetings.

The semantic transformation of the term
"humanism" until the last years of Brezhnev's
reign shows that in Soviet use humanism is not a
concept, but a slogan and an indicator-topic which
not only describes contents, but as a term
undergoes a discursive restructuration. The history
of the use and abuse of the term humanism proves
once again that ideology is in a continuous

process of adaptation.

The abundant post-Soviet references to the
values of humanism—Putin declared 2006 as
"year of humanism in Russia" —are not free from
the Soviet ambivalences of the term, an evolution

which deserves to be followed.

Kirill O. Thompson:
"Humanity and Inhumanity: Confucian,
Daoist and Mohist Reflections"

Early Chinese masters proposed, in turn,
positions on "Humanity and Inhumanity" in response
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to the rising tide of forces and acts of Inhumanity
in the land. Confucius (479-551 B.C.E.) witnessed
the decline of civilized practices and breakdown
of feudal relations in hand with the rise of self-
assertive rulers and independent, competing, if not
warring, states. Peering into this cauldron, Confucius
sought to restore Humanity, not by positing rigid
ideals and abstract principles, but by reminding
people of their basic relationality and mutual
dependence and leaders of their guiding and
nurturing roles, then by reminding people of the
concomitant virtues and ethics constitutive of the
relational person. Noting that Confucius' ideas did
little to ameliorate the conflicts between states and
between clans, which wreaked damage, harm and
death, however, Mozi (fl. 479-438 B.C.E.) argued
for treating others outside one's relations as
basically like oneself and deserving of impartial
regard— resulting in a life stance of openness to
new relationships (and thus implicitly resulting
in a life of tolerance and diversity). Moreover,
condemning overt conflict and war, Mozi provided
expertise on diplomacy and defensive war to
states under threat. Though he identified and
fended off roots of Inhumanity and advanced
Humanity and the common good, Mozi's devotion
to utility and deafness to music, in particular,
made his Humanity lack of charm and edification.

A limitation of both the Confucians and
Mohists was their trading in narrowly human-
centered ethics and approaches, which involved
viewing humanity solely through humanity, thus
making them rigid, artificial and alienated from
the Way. The Daoists Laozi (5" century B.C.E.)
and Zhuangzi (fl. 370-301 B.C.E.) argued that
Humanity would be sustainable only through
world (Way)-centered values and approaches,
which involved viewing Humanity through the
Way. To their way of thinking, when people had
ceased imposing their ideals and paradigms and
conceptions of how things should be on other, and
had begun to 1) embrace world-centered values,



2) hold the attitude of letting be and 3) practice
non-interference (non-intentional action), every
one, every creature, every being, would begin to
have free scope to unfold and be itself, releasing a
vibrant, peaceful, fruitful diversity in society—
and the world.

Ultimately, Daoist world-centered values
involved one's gradually achieving oneness with
others, the environment, the world, so as to achieve
wholeness and peace; for only then could one
genuinely resonate with the pulse of events— and
be attuned to the humanity in the nonhuman
(Other) and the inhuman in the human (Self). In
this manner, Humanity would realized in what
Zhuangzi called "the great Self," as the utmost
person, the authentic person, the spiritual person,
who forms, "a universe hidden in a universe." The
forces of Inhumanity would subside in such a
universe, since the emotional, psychological, familial,
etc., roots of inhumane drives and impulses would
no longer be in play and everyone would develop
freely together.

As Albert Camus intimated in The Plague,
rising forces and acts of Inhumanity reappear at
odd times; and the old absolutist political,
religious and ideological panaceas at best have
failed—and at worst have spawned ever new
horrors. However, the dialectic of these and other
early East Asian positions offers a palate of
diagnoses and prescriptions for responding to the
forces of Inhumanity in curative, ameliorative ways,
rather than foist absolutist, zero-sum solutions.
These positions all recognize the shades of gray in
the pulse of world and human affairs, and seek to
cleanse and reclaim the darker areas without
inflicting equal Inhumanity and horrors in the
process. Indeed, this is the only way to avoid
being caught in the rotor of Humanity and
Humanity and fully realize the potential of
Humanity/World/Way.

AXBEHEF XL
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