IHS NEWSLETTER

%g& > ARBEHFR LA

3 4L

% ciBlE

17

21

25

29

33

43

47

1 E5%-H (B%308H) O-w -

o

Self and Person in a Non-anthropological View
Ohashi Ryosuke

The Role of University Level Humanities and Social Sciences in Contemporary Society, and
the Special Role of IAS Type Institutions

Kirill Ole Thompson

P [ LI e

WJ}L[F E[—f\?)bwj D«lﬁ};%(ﬁﬂ:]‘rﬁ “&d’[ﬁa

" PSR SR fﬁrﬁf fol e B AR
e

R T O RS S R

R 5
RIS A S E A VR L S i T RURE | 52T
¥R

W= - P - T-I0E
#
(W ITE+ Fr @) A5

F’%’?’[%@?ﬁgﬁé C PTA YRk

\m\j,

q\l;H_rF[ ﬁ%l



ST i = Pk
53 R N FIZSROS RIS
ST i B AR PR )
59 NRHBISPUE pL ~ ShEY ~ SR &P
63 R VHT P A Tl o e T BsRr , 2 fRE
67 Gt M PREEET L
69 [ HE IV A SR P T L
71 R AT B
BeBsRt
75 BRI
81 B[N Hu!



[ZiBHYr]

Self and Person in a Non-anthropological View"

Ohashi Ryosuke’ e

Many thanks for inviting me to join this
conference. In the last thirty or forty years I have
given many lectures in Europe and America, but |
have spoken only a few times in Asia, twice in
Taipei and once in Macau. This is because I am
specialized in European philosophy. Buddhism,
Taoism, Confucianism, Shintoism, etc. are quite
important fields for me but not in the sense that |
am engaged in any philological textual-critique
about them. They are important for me only as the
ground or the spiritual soil of East Asian thinking.
While I am engaged in Western philosophy, my
thinking is rooted in the East Asian religious-
ethical thought. So, I am very happy to have this
opportunity to talk about some of my views on the
East Asian thought.

First, I would like to make some remarks on
the methodological perspective in which I treat

s
the conference topic, "self and person." The
English word "person" goes back to the Latin
word "personare," that is, "sound through (per-
sonare)." In ancient Greek theatre, this word
referred to the "mask" through which characters
that appear on stage speak aloud. In the Christian
theology, it was and is used in the sense of the
three divine characters: God the Father, God the
Son, the Holy Spirit, and these three personages
constitute the essence of God. This doctrine of the
"trinity" seems more important than the etymology
of "mask" because it forms the core not only of
Christian theology but also of European philosophy
on the whole in the medieval and early modern
ages. This etymological and theological background
of the word "person" requires some linguistic and

methodological reflection when we discuss the
concept in East Asian thought.

+ Delivered at the International Conference on Self and Person in East Asian Perspective held between November 29-30, 2013,
sponsored by the Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences, National Taiwan University.

* Fellow, Forschungsinstitut fiir Philosophie Hannover, Germany.
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When I was invited to this conference, I
found the theme of the conference quite exciting.
At the same time, 1 asked myself which East
Asian concept would be used for "person." Today
this word is translated usually, at least in Japan, as

* ?I?‘, (jap.: jinkaku; chin.: réngé). But, it is a
relatively new word for the translation of "person"
that appeared in the modern age and is not found
as an established term in the ancient texts of the
East Asian thought. Strictly speaking, there is no
word in East Asian philosophy or language which
corresponds to the European word "person" in the
narrow sense. One may say that this is no problem
when we start, not from the European, but from
the East Asian concepts and take into account
English or other European languages. But, if we
exclude European languages and discuss the
matter only in our own East-Asian languages, we
encounter another problem, namely, that the
discourse remains a monologue without reference
to a global or intercultural discourse. Furthermore,
we encounter remarkable differences of the
meanings of the same words between Chinese and
Japanese language, as shown below.

One keyword of this conference, besides
Hselfll

translated as "F I I" (jap.: jiko; chin.: ziji). Many

"person," is In Japan, this word is

expressions are built using this word: "self-
IQ’JFJ[ /i (jikoshokai) ~ "self-
(jikotosui) -~ "self-
(jikosenden) ~ "self-
control" [I ¢l fﬁﬂ i (jikoseigyo) ~ "self-

exhibitionism" [ [P (jikokenji), etc. But, in

al

introduction" |
intoxication" I & ! & T

advertisement" [ ¢ [E( [z

Taiwanese or Chinese, these expressions are not
constructed with "Flc " (ziji) but with "FIZ§"
(jap.: jiga; chin.: ziwo): Elf%’?%“ﬁ (jieshao), F!
5 B it (ziwo thozui), FIFY P
xuanchuan), FIZSAE 4 (ziwd jidncha), 1353

7l (ziwd bidoxian). On the level of an everyday-

(ziwo

communication between Chinese and Japanese

languages, we only need to exchange the two
words "Flc!" (jap.: jiko; chin.: ziji) and "F IZ§"
(jap.: jiga; chin.: ziwo). But this exchange does
not always function. For example, if a Japanese
sees the Chinese expression [IZ5Af 4 (ziwd
jianchd), he or she must consider what it means,
and can only assume that it means a kind of
psychological analysis of one's own character.
More or less the same difference is to be found in
the Chinese expression 17Vl (ziwd bidoxian),
which means not only one's self-expression but
also self-exhibitionism, but a Japanese will
understand it in a limited psychological context.
When a little child resists his or her parents, or
shows expressly his or her own wishes with
gestures or words, we say, the child makes his or
her FI 2§ % 3l

expression of his or her own "ego."

(ziwd Dbidoxian), namely the

A further difference should be pointed out. In
Japanese the word "F 1= 1" (jap.: jiko; chin.: ziji) is
used as a noun, a substantive, corresponding to the
"self" in English. Every Japanese will understand
this English word "self" mostly as "FIt[." But,
the contemporary Chinese word "f It 1" is, so far
as I see, is mostly used an adjective, and not the
translation of the self as a noun. (Please correct
me if I am wrong.) The organizer of our
conference probably had difficulties in giving the
title of the conference at the same time in English
and Chinese. The English title is "Self and
Person," and the Chinese is: "FIZ%" ="l »." As
the second word "ffit * "' (gérén) is always understood
in Japan as the "individual," we Japanese must be
confused that it should correspond to the word
"person." If a Japanese translates this Chinese title
into English, the title must be "The 'I' and
Individual," and not "Person and Self." The " IZ}

" (ziwd) as well as "{fd ~"

are, like the word " *
PFE‘,” not to be found in ancient texts, so far as I see,

because these are also modern philosophical terms
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transferred from Japanese. Originally the Chinese
characters were introduced in ancient times from
China to Japan, but many modern philosophical
terms were introduced from Japan to China,
whereby some shifts of meaning have taken place.
So, the characters are called in Europe "Sino-
Japanese" characters.

For our conference, one more difference

should be pointed out: The word "*}" (w6) means

in Japanese "L," but in some contexts also the

n n

ego" in the sense of the egoistic subject.

Meanwhile, it seems to me that in the
contemporary Chinese language this word is quite
neutral or even positive, so that the word "[ IZ}"
(ziw0) is used in principle as a positive expression.
The difference between Japanese and Chinese use
of this word may have its one of its roots in
cultural history. In Buddhism, which has influenced
the Japanese culture decisively in its late-ancient
and medieval ages, the "*}" should be negated.
But, in China Buddhism has, after it reached its
peak in the Tang and Song dynasties, never
surpassed Confucianism in its influence, and the
latter remained the main stream of the thought in
China, so far as I understand. Buddhism declined
since the Qing dynasty. The history of the mutual
influences and controversies between Buddhism
and Confucianism in China is long and not simple,
but one could say that, on the whole, the main
stream of thought was formed by Confucianism,

in which the "*%" was never radically negated, but

rather maintained. There will be some experts at
our conference who can give exact information
about this history. I myself would like to point out
only the fact that the terminological difference
between Chinese and Japanese language regarding
"self" or the "person" is perhaps related to the
cultural and spiritual histories of both nations.

This problem of the intra-Asian difference of
the meaning of the same words will not appear, so
discourse

long as the is made among the

compatriots at a conference in Taiwan or Japan or
China. It will also be no problem, when English is
the only official language. For, in this case,
Japanese or Chinese words only need to be
understood by way of their English translation,
like the conferences in the field of natural sciences.
But in a philosophical conference where just the
original meaning or the deep sense of the
traditional concepts in East Asian philosophies
are to be sought and discussed, and in an open
intercultural dialogue with Western philosophy,
we should make some methodological reflections
and not remain in mere conceptual explanations
which alone would not be very fruitful.

A proposal that I would make is the
hermeneutic-phenomenological way. We don't
know yet how the "self" or the "person” in East-
Asian thought can be made understandable in an
interculturally open philosophical dialog. We
should try to find out their sense by some
hermeneutic interpretations of the texts handed
down from the ancient times.

Because of the shortness of the time, I limit
myself mainly to one representative text, the
Zhuangzi, more exactly, to one passage from it.
Other texts will be quoted only incidentally. The
reason why I choose this passage will become
clear in the following description. Let me quote
this passage:
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The Taiwanese and Chinese colleagues will
understand the text without problem just by
reading it. As I cannot read aloud the Chinese text,
I read it now in my translation, exactly speaking, a
literal translation [ made from a German translation

which I will mention later in a certain context:

Zhuangzi and Huizi stood on the
bridge that spans Hao. Zhuangzi
said: "Look, how the perlite-fish
are swimming around swiftly!
This is the joy of the fishes."
"You are not a fish," said Huizi,
"How can you know that the fish
are enjoying it?" "You are not me,"

The conception of the "person" and "self" for
Zhuangzi could be found out in detail by some
analysis of this passage. Usually, one believes that
I am me, and you are you, I am not you, and you
are not me. Zhuangzi says that the fish are enjoying
themselves and playing joyfully, but Huizi, who is
known as a logician, asks Zhuangzi how he can
know the joy of the fish. Between human beings
and fish lies a deep gap. The same gap must also
exist between Huizi and Zhuangzi. Therefore,
Huizi is right in saying that he does not know
Zhuangzi, and this means that the latter cannot
know the joy of the fish. But Huizi did not notice
at this moment that if there was only this gap,

responded Zhuangzi, "How can
you know that I do not know the
joy of the fish?" "I am of course
not you," said Huizi, "so I do not
know you. But I know that you
are not a fish. Therefore, you can
not know the joy of the fish."
Zhuangzi responded: "Please, let
us return to the beginning. You
asked me: 'How can you know
that the fish are enjoying
themselves?' In reality, you knew
that I know, and asked me still. At

E?i}é;:t,? [ Ihave known it on the ignorant of the gap which Huizi has noticed. This

without any mutual understanding, then he would
not have been able to ask his partner and say to
him: I am not you. In reality, he talked to his
partner on the bridge. This means also that he
understands somehow the other person. Therefore,
Zhuangzi could say: "In the end, you know that I
know the joy of the fish."

But some further problems remain to be
checked. If Zhuangzi on his part asserts directly
that he knows the joy of the fish, he remains

gap seems to be deeper between the human beings

1 Martin Buber, Reden und Gleichnisse des Tschuang-Tse (Leipzig: Verlag, 1921), p. 62: "Tschuang-Tse und Hui-Tse standen
(¥%) auf der Briicke, die iiber den Hao (¥ ) flihrt. Tschuang-Tse sagte: 'Sieh, wie die Elritzen umherschnellen (! #%)! Das ist
die Freude () der Fische (4.).' 'Du bis kein Fisch,' sagte Hui-Tse, 'wie kannst du wissen (%v), worin die Freude der Fische
besteht?' 'Du bis nicht ich,' antwortete Tschunag-Tse, 'wie kannst du wissen (%), dass ich nicht wisse, worin die Freue der
Fische besteht?' 'Ich bin nicht du,' bestétigte Hui-Tse, 'und weil dich nicht. Aber das weil ich, dass du kein Fisch bist; so
kannst du die Fische nicht wissen (% #r)." Tschuang-Tse antwortete: 'Kehren wir zu deiner Frage (%) zuriick (7). Du fragtest
mich: 'Wie kannst du wissen, worin die Freue der Risch besteht?' Im Grunde wultest du, dass ich weil3, und fragtest doch.
Gleichviel. Ich weil} es aus meiner eigenen Freue iiber dem Wasser (3% F)."

For the sake of the following description another German translation is given: "Tshunang-tse lustwandelte einst mit seinem
Freunde Hui-tse auf einer Briicke. Tschuang-tse sprach: 'Wie munter springen und tummeln sich die flinken Fische! Das ist die
Freude der Fische.' Hui-tse sprach: 'Du bist kein Fisch, wie kannst du da der Fische Freuden kennen?' Tschuang-tse sprach:
'Du bist nicht ich, wie kannst du wissen, ob ich nicht doch der Fische Freuden kenne?' Hui-tse sprach: 'Ich bin nicht du, und
darum kann ich dich allerdings nicht vollig kennen. Aber fest steht, da3 du kein Fisch bist, und damit ist vollkommen klar, daf3
du der Fische Freuden nicht kennen kannst.' Tschaung-tse sprach: 'Bitte, lal uns zum Ausgangspunkt zuriickkehren! Du
sagtest: 'Wie kannst du denn der Fische Freuden kennen?' Du wufltest dabei schon im voraus, ob ich sie kennen, und fragtest
doch. Ich kenne der Fische Freuden aus meiner Freude, ihnen von der Briicke aus zuzusehen!' (Aus: Tschuang-Tse, Dichtung
und Weisheit, Aus dem chinesischen Urtext iibersetzt von Hans O. H. Stange [Insel Verlag, ohne Angabe des
Erscheinungsjahrst, 1954].)

For a detailed interpretation of this passage, see the auther, "Heidegger, Heidegger und Tschuang-Tse iiber das 'Spiel'," in:
Idem, Deutsch-Japanische Denkwege, vorgesehen Dezember 2013.
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and the fish because the latter don't speak any
language in a usual sense, so that it could be said,
Zhuangzi does not fully know the joy of the fish.

There are some Western philosophical or
psychological theories which try to explain this
discontinuous continuity not only between different
human beings but also between human beings and
all objects which they observe. A well-known one
is the theory of "empathy (Einfithlung),"* which
says that we as human beings project our own
feelings onto the objects, so that they say, this
flower is elegant and alive, or that earthquake was
tremendous. But, regarding this theory of empathy
Huizi will say, "Such a feeling is nothing but a
projection of one's own subjective feeling, which
has nothing to do with the reality of the objects. If
you feel that Mr. A is sympathetic, it does not
mean that Mr. A is really sympathetic. If you feel
that the past typhoon was formidable, the typhoon
itself has no feeling." As long as the theory of
empathy starts with the "I" as a subject which
observes the objects, neither the real "person" of
this subject nor the "self" of the objects can be
reached. The foreignness or the alienness of the
others cannot be overcome using the scheme of
subject-object, no matter how self-evident it may
look. German philosophy since Kant as well as
the phenomenology of the 20™ century has always
pointed out the limitation and the boundary of this
scheme, which is exposed above all in recognizing
the otherness of the others. Not only in epistemology
but also in contemporary religious thought the
problem of the otherness of others is actively
discussed.?

Another theory of explaining the possibility
of mutual understanding between subjects is the
transcendental phenomenology of "intersubjectivity,"

as was submitted and developed by Husserl. But,
the conception of intersubjectivity is limited to the
epistemological structure of the consciousness as
the cognitive ability of human beings. Husserl has
never thought about the intersubjectivity of the fish.
Huizi would say to Husserl: "In your position, you
must humanize the fish in order to be able to
understand the joy of the fish, but the humanized
fish are not following the way of their own self.
So you cannot know the joy of the fish themselves."

Husserl would perhaps refute Zhuangzi by
saying: "You, the sage saint, you call yourself in

your conversation with Huizi with the word "=} "
(wo) three times, and "_ﬁ " (wl) one time. Both

words mean "L," the first person, the subject. You
call your dialogue partner Huizi with "# " or "}%
(ri), and he calls himself also with the word "*%"
(wo). Each of you is the talking subject, the "L"
and each discusses the fish which are the objects
for you. If I cannot know the joy of the fish, as
you assert, you also cannot because you have the

same problem which you describe to me."

In the face of this argumentation we must
return to the text of Zhuangzi who says to Huizi: "
ﬁf’ﬁiﬂ 4" (Please, let us return to the beginning).
The word "4 " in this sentence should be
understood not only in the temporal sense as the
"beginning." It should suggest also the "essential
origin." This Chinese character can mean both.
The question is, what kind of way of being the "I"
"I (wo) or "?'[ " (wu) is, when Zhuangzi calls
himself with these words. What is happening or
emerging in the essential origin of the event? Isn't
it that Zhuangzi sees the joy of the fish?

Let us look at the situation in which the

dialogue between Zhuangzi and Huizi was made.

2 Theodor Lipps, Asthetik. Psychologie des Schénen und der Kunst. Erster Teil: Grundlegung der Astehtik (Hamburg/Leipzig,
Voss, 1903), S. 107ff.; Edmund Husserl, Cartesianische Meditationen (Hamburg: Meiner, 1987), Hua I, §§43-62.

3 This is to be seen above all in Judaic religious thought the representative argumentations of which are to be found for example
in E. Levinas, Totalité et Infini (Den Haag: Martinus Nijhof, 1961), see above all pp. 75.
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An important word comes twice at the beginning:
"¥' (you). At first in the first sentence: "j—~ "=
=B ER 7 =" Tread this sentence above in
a literal translation of a German translation:
"Zhuangzi and Huizi stood on the bridge." The word
"3 (you) is translated merely with a simple word
"stand." Usually, this word is translated with
"playing,
the action without any obligation or necessity,

nmn nn

gaming," "enjoying," etc., the state of
unstressed, and the action itself has its own sort of
purposes and rules. It comes for the second time
in the next sentence: "t~ 1 [ gt ELTJ‘_‘?@’F*[
FLE1EE4 o " The English translation from the
German was: "Look, how the perlite-fish are
swimming around swiftly. This is the joy of the
fish." The German word "umherschnellen" is
artificial. The translator must have considered
how to translate better the word "#+"' (you). But,
the word "umbherschnellen," moving around swiftly,
seems to mediate only a spatial and external way
of movement, and not the inner joy of playing or

gaming.

Once the German philosopher Martin Heidegger
has mentioned this passage in a dialogue with a
circle of the audience of his lecture. He showed
this translation to the circle because he wanted to
use this passage in advocating his thought of
"being-together" (in German: "Mit-sein").* But, he
did not know that in the translation he used the
decisively important word "JF" (you) remained
untranslated.” The translation merely with "stand"
is too terse, not only in a linguistic but also in a

philosophical sense, because this word means in

principle the same way of being that is called " |
JR" (zirdn) or "ifi" (dao). These words are, as
everyone knows, the key-concepts of Taoism.
The word "3 (you) appears often in the text of
Zhuangzi #:- . It appears of course also in Ddo
Dé Jing fﬁfﬁ&ﬁ; of Laozi #=". Neither with
Zhuangzi nor with Laozi is this word used as a
special term like " I'JR" or "if1." But in Buddhism
it has become a term for a human being which has
attained the ultimate awakening as well as for
living and moving things like animals, birds,
clouds, etc. which express respectively the way of
"FIR" (ziran). In Buddhism. a boddhisattva is
named "}E;—Tﬁ@fﬁ " (yéuyi guanyin), because this
boddhisattva finds himself in a way of "3 (you).
In Zen Buddhism, this word means the final and
endmost expression of the free being attained by
way of the practice. Heidegger tried to explain his
idea of "Being-together" with the parable of
Zhuangzi and the joy of the fish without knowing
that the word "3 (you) was not translated in the
text which he made use of. If he had known the
deep meaning of the untranslated word "##' (yéu)
he would have not have merely quoted the parable
but would have begun to deepen his still

subjective conception of the "Being-together."®

Let us translate the word "##" (you) tentatively
with "gaming" or "playing" which is free from
any purpose or the obligation given from outside
of it. It has two poles. The first is that this act is
done also by small and innocent children with
their toys. The another is that it requires the utmost

4 According to an account of Petzet, Heidegger talked after his lecture "Vom Wesen der Wahrheit" with a circle of the audience.
Someone has asked a question, if a human being can put himself into the position of the others. As a risk emerged that the
dialogue would fall into a psychological chitchat, Heiddegger picked up the text of Zhuangzi and read the passage of the "joy
of the fish" to the circle. See Heinrich Wiegand Petzet, Auf einen Stern zugehen. Begegnungen mit Martin Heidegger 1929 bis
1976, (Frankfurt a. M: Societdts Verlag, 1983), S. 24. According to Otto Poggeler, Heidegger came back to the text of
Zhuangzi in order to explain his standpoint of the "Being-together" ("Mitsein"), to argue against the standpoint of the
intersubjectivity of Husserl. See Otto Poggeler, "Heidegger and Lao-Tse" (jap.), in Riso, Nr. 634 (Tokyo, 1987), S. 129.

5 See the note no.1.

6 Otto Poggeler pointed out also that the parable of Zhuangzi is deeper than the "Mitsein" of Heidegger (See the note No. 3), but
he also did not know that the attentively made translation of the word "¥%" was left out.
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sincerity, techniques, and experiences. Both poles
have in common that they are free from all
bindings of politics, economy, human relations,
etc. Remember the ancient account that the
Greek philosopher Heraclites once passed the time
in a temple playing with a child with a dice. A

philosopher and a child can join in playing a game.

The playing is not only limited to a human act.
Also, the movement of the cosmos could be seen
as a game-playing, as long as it has no binding
purpose and goal, also the same structure can also
be regarded as Nihilism, as was thought by
Nietzsche. In Europe there are some modern
theories of the game-play like Johan Huizinga's
Homo Ludens (1938) or of Roger Caillois's Les
jeux et les hommes (1958), which show these two
poles. But, they look neither into the dimension of
"EIR" or "if1," as is shown in East Asian thought,
nor into the Nihilism radically thought by
Nietzsche or Heidegger, or the philosopher of the
Kyoto-School Keiji Nishitani.’

Let us go back to the question raised before:
What state of affairs is emerging regarding the
"person" and "self" as Zhuangzi saw the joy of the
fish? Both, Zhuangzi and the fish, are from the
beginning and in their essential way of being in
the state of "3 (y6u) which is natural and in

which everything is, as it happens. It is therefore
synonym with "FI§R" (ziran), or "ifi" (dao) . In
this way of being, the gaming players have no
ego-consciousness, they are without the deliberate
"[." To say it with a Buddhistic term: They are in
the state of "non-ego" (Z.F% wuwd). Already
while strolling with Huizi on a bridge over a
stream and looking down to the fishes, Zhuangzi
was in accord with the fish which were playing
and enjoying in the same state of " *}" (wawd)

as he himself.

Zhuangzi uses the term "Z%" (wo) or "Fi"
(wu), the "L." But this "I" has no way of being a
"person" in the sense of divine character or a
subject, let us suppose the transcendental subject as
in the philosophy of Kant or the phenomenology of
Husserl. Zhuangzi will say, this "I" reaches its self
only through becoming "I-less;" the "self" of the
ego is not again ego-like, but non-ego, so much as
the "self" should never be understood as "I."

I will not go further into the Buddhist
thought in which this "non-ego" (Z.%% wawd) is
radicalized to the thought of "2 (kong). Instead,
I would like to point out one philosophical

" TR n

consequence of this "7,

"3 (you). What is the state of the mind of this

(wiw0) in the state of

non-ego? In other words, to ask: What is the
ultimate state of "#I" (zhi) for this I-less "I"? If

the self of the ego is not ego, but non-ego, its
ultimate mind must be a kind of " HI" (buzhi).
When Zhuangzi says in the text "=§ 511 & ="
(I know the joy of the fish on the bridge), this
knowing does not mean the same as the knowing
of an object by a subject. For, the subjectivity of
the "I" has already vanished, and the fish are no
longer the objects observed by a subject. Usually
the "knowing" is related to the object which must
be known. But, in the state of "#' (you), in which
every participant forgets his ego-consciousness,
the knowing has no objects. Imagine that the
participants of a game are steadily conscious
about the "rules" which they should "keep," and
reflect on his own technique. They can never play
at their peak performance. They must forget
themselves. In this moment, the "knowing" is a
kind of "} HI" (buzhi) of not only Zhuangzi but
also Laozi and even Confucius, who also mentions

this "not-knowing." I cannot indicate these uses in

7 Vgl. Keiji Nishitani, Nikirizumu & & 3 %, in Nishitani Keiji chosakushii [Collected Works of Nishitani Keiji] & o fxis ¥ iF
£, Vol. 8 (Tokyo: Sobunsha, 1986). Nishitani treats the problem of Nihilism for Nietzsche, Heidegger, etc. from the viewpoint

of the thought of "sunyata" in Mahayana-Buddhism.



(U

detail because of the limited time, but I cite one

passage here without interpretation.

i;fa.' °?“ﬁ£5?'z”"f%* o
AL MEERES o 2
LS I S SRR
- RN TR IPE
B (S - R
e 14) )

Once upon a time, Zhuang Zhou
dreamed he was a butterfly;
flitting and fluttering he darted
wherever he wanted; he did not
know (% ) he was Zhuang
Zhou. Suddenly he wakens. He
sees that he is Zhuang Zhou. But,
he doesn't know (% #v) if he is
Zhuang Zhou who had dreamt he
was a butterfly, or a butterfly
dreaming he is Zhuang Zhou.
Between Zhuang Zhou and a
butterfly there must be some
distinction; this is called the
Transformation of Things.®

We can get the same result for the

understanding of the "person" and "self" for
Zhuangzi if we analyze this passage in a
hermeneutic way which we tried above to the
passage of the "joy of the fish." But, this could be
left out. We only need to conclude that in case of
the thought of Zhuangzi the understanding of the
"person" in its "self" is not anthropological or
anthropocentric, and if the English word "person"
is to be translated as "*$" (wo) or "FIZ}" (ziwd),
its "self" should be understood as the impersonal "

2 25 (wawd).

The further question will be: How can this
"impersonal person" or "I-less I" function as the

subject in a social context of ethics. The question
concerns a common topic for Daoism and
Confucianism as well as Buddhism, also for a
dialogue between East Asian and Western
European thought. With this remark, I would like
to conclude my paper. Thanks for your thoughtful

attention.

8 Robert E. Allinson, Chuang-Tzu for Spiritual Transformation: An Analysis of the Inner Chapters (Albany: State University of

New York Press, 1989), pp. 81-82.
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The Role of University Level Humanities and
Social Sciences in Contemporary Society, and

the Special Role of IAS Type Institutions”

Kirill Ole Thompson™ y

Universities are crucial institutions of research
and higher learning in societies and countries at
every level of development. They are multifaceted
and respond to the wide ranges of needs and
interests, not only of the students and parents, but
of the environing societies and institutions, public
and private. My reflections below are based on
my experiences in mostly the US and Taiwan, but
I believe that broad parallels could be drawn

across a wide range of countries.

Role of Humanities and Social Sciences in
General University Education

According to the 20™ century conception of
the liberal arts college and the university, every
student is to be trained and educated to be not
only a budding specialist in his or her major field
but a well-rounded person of culture and civilization

s A
S £

who is also acquainted with the sciences, human
and natural. In a value-added program, students
would also learn the fundamentals and applications
of logic and critical thinking, as well as the
evolution of humanity and the varieties of cultures.
Logic and critical thinking are deemed crucial
tools for sifting through the reports and arguments
presented by the government, press and media
generally concerning vital issues. Knowledge of
evolution and culture grant a deeper appreciation
of the make-up, genetic unity, as well as varieties
and capabilities of the human species.

Under this conception, students would be
educated to appreciate the paradigmatic works of
literature, music and art of the tradition, which in
turn would bequeath to him or her mainstream
aesthetic and ethical values and sensitivity. Such a
student would be trained also to grasp the basics

+ This article previously appeared in Sari Kivistd, Anne-Birgitta Pessi and Jani Vuolteenaho (eds.), ANNUAL REPORT 2011-
2012 HELSINKI COLLEGIUM FOR ADVANCED STUDIES | HCAS (Helsinki: Helsinki University HCAS, 2013), pp. 28-33.
* Professor and Associate Dean, Institute for Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences at National Taiwan University.
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of the institutions, economy and society of the
land and equipped not only to handle the problems
and responsibilities of living in society but to be
enterprising.

This model conformed well with a social
world that was essentially public and objective,
notably, one in which people interacted in person
with other people at every stage of life. Moreover,
this model was predicated on generally consistent
mainstream narratives of national history, culture
and values. The argument could be made that
during the 20™ century it was important for
America, Taiwan and other countries to cultivate
their national and cultural narratives as ways to
increase social cohesion and support of national
institutions, particularly during times of national
crisis, such as depression and war. Latter day
critics point out how such trends in humanities
and social sciences education have had the
tendency to create socio-cultural insiders and
outsiders by implicitly setting up centers and
peripheries. At the same time, the argument could
be made that such national and cultural stories
made it possible for almost all, for example

Americans, to identify with the mainstream

narrative and be assimilated more or less smoothly.

Naturally, not only high schools and colleges but
also traumatic national experiences, such as
depressions and wars, have tended to bring a
nation's people together. Moreover, in the 20"
century and before people coming into America,
for example, were interested in assimilating and
achieving a sense of community in the new land
because they could not easily keep their ties warm
with homes that were thousands of miles away
across the sea.

The situation is quite different today, as
people are entering American or European society
and culture from a much wider range of places
with far different cultures, beliefs and practices.
At the same time, in the era of global village they

10

can easily keep in touch with their hometowns and
follow events in their homelands. Additionally,
travel back and forth is now faster, more convenient
and relatively economical. Meanwhile, the people
in the host societies and cultures find themselves
encountering ever widening diversities of other

peoples in their midst.

Contrary Winds

Contemporary social diversification and
globalization are not the only forces impacting the
20™ century model of college education. Other
contrary winds are blowing against the 20"
century conception of educating college students
not only as specialists but also as bearers of
tradition, culture and critical thinking. These
winds are not blowing principally against the
contents of the humanities and social science
courses per se. Rather, they emanate from students,
parents, even from societies themselves that are
becoming pragmatic to the core and asking what
elements of college and university education will
contribute most directly to the graduates getting a
job and earning money in the economy. People
increasingly regard the extra cultural and cognitive
university requirements as expendable accessories,
extraneous refinements suitable to an academic
finishing school but irrelevant to survival and
success in the real world. This attitude is being
driven in part by an omnipresent Internet, which
presents a new virtual environment that caters to
each individual computer-user alone on an enticing
consumerist model rather than a public social
world. The Internet, following perhaps in the
footsteps of Friedman's Chicago school of
economics, subliminally—and often explicitly—
conveys the mantra that everything is for sale,
everything is consumable, everything is exploitable
for one's benefit, anything that does not offer
profit or gratification is a useless diversion from

onge's core projects of money making and consumption.
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In such a socio-economic setting, even some
college and university administrators and faculty
members themselves start to regard themselves as
economic players offering definite value in the
economy, which justifies their charging increasingly
exorbitant tuitions, fees, dormitory rents, etc.' This
entire process implicitly has justified as a matter of
economics the transformation of higher education,
especially in the USA, from a general right of
talented students of all social classes to a rich
student's prerogative during the past forty years.” It
might be argued that college and university tuitions
have risen in step with general inflation; however, in
the US in particular they—along with medical
insurance and health care costs—have risen much
more rapidly than has general inflation, including in
this era of diminishing wages and monetary
expectations of the middle class. In the meantime,
well-connected, affluent students largely enter their
fields knowing that jobs await them at the other end,
given their family contacts and networks.

For the purpose of our discussion, in this sort
of socio-economic setting, the general courses in
the humanities and social sciences lose their
raison d'etre in the public mind as well as in the
minds of university administrators, often MBA
holders who start to regard the university more as
a department store of knowledge where the
students can shop freely and pick and choose what
they want to learn than as a library, laboratory or
workshop where their intellectual knowledge,
experimental skills and/or technical skills are to
be trained, honed and practiced. In the US, this
problem has been worsened by postmodern
humanities faculty members promoting consumer

model of the university to their students.

The Positive Role of Global University Rating
Systems

The rising global university rating systems,
such those of the London Times Educational
Supplement and Jiaotong University in Shanghai,
China, drive universities to enhance the instructional
and academic excellence of their departments and
programs, including the quality of their general
education courses in the humanities and social
sciences. Under the watchful eye of the ratings
masters, the universities are persuaded to develop
viable 21 century variations of the 20" century
model of the liberal arts colleges and university.
While these ratings systems are problematic on
many counts—e.g., they stress research over
teaching, career tracks over dissertations, and try
to measure qualitative matters on a quantitative
basis, to mention a few—they do encourage
colleges and universities to prompt their faculty
members to undertake cutting-edge research and,
most importantly, provide their students with
comprehensive programs that include rich platters
of humanities and social sciences course offerings.
In fact, a beneficial side effect of this dialectic
between the department store model of the
university and the excellence model is that the old
system of general required courses in various
fields is being replaced by the new system of
more specific course options in those fields.
Whereas in the past one might have had to take
introduction to philosophy, now one might choose
between applied ethics, Greek philosophy and
existentialism, or before one might have had to
take introduction to American literature, now one
might choose between a period of American
literature, such as colonial, romantic, realist, 20"

1 Increasing numbers of college and university administrators have MBAs, which worsens this problem. They increasingly view
departments and programs solely on the basis of student credit hours and what sells to the student-consumer. They also like to

introduce costly, flashy computer and media facilities.

2 There is no little irony in the monopoly of scholars from elite, affluent backgrounds, of unbalanced ethnic diversity, who
command ethnic studies and cultural studies programs in the US, since the real objects of their study would be barred
economically and perhaps socially from entering their classrooms and offices. The scholars aggrandize themselves with
sophisticated theories that do not really comprehend—or offer help or hope to—the subject peoples in question.
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century or a special field, such as African-
American or Chicano literature. The new, more
specific courses provide richer, more vivid subject
matters while conveying most of the benefits of
the old traditional general courses. The same
pattern holds true for Social Science course
requirements. As an undergraduate under the old
system forty years ago, I was permitted to choose
advanced specific courses in place of general
requirements at my university. For example, |
took astronomy in place of general science and
Southeast Asian Studies in place of general
economics. My university was ahead the times in
this regard.

Gradually, as people in society—as well as
MBA-trained university administrators—start to
better understand the importance of a well-
rounded, systematic liberal arts college or university
education under the pressure of the global
university rating systems, the students are starting
to get closer to the best of all possible worlds
educationally. Increasingly, their education can be
tailored to reflect their personal interests and
concerns while at the same time certifying their
expertise in a certain field or trade and nurturing
in them a broader, more civilized and humane
outlook.

Role in Contemporary Society

Again, the role of humanities and social
sciences courses in 20" college and university
training was partly to cultivate "civilized people"
who understood their histories, cultures, values
and institutions, and who were sensitive, responsible,
enterprising agents in society. Nowadays, that
model is not quite rich enough, for the actual
history, cultures and values in every country are
much more diverse than the powers that were and
educators saw, or were willing to see. Moreover,
societies around the world are diversifying because
people everywhere are increasingly mobile. In

their daily life, people increasingly have to accept
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and interact with existing diversity as well as cope
with newly arising diversity. Today's college and
university students increasingly will need to learn
to interact with ever widening ranges of peoples
of differing cultures, values and ideals in their

educational and professional lives.

Given this situation of increasing social,
cultural, linguistic and economic diversity, university
humanities and social sciences programs are even
more essential than ever. The goal remains to
educate every student, not only to master his or
her major field of study, but to become a well-
rounded person of culture who is acquainted with
the sciences, human and natural. Moreover, now
more than ever, the college students need to be
schooled in the fundamentals and applications of
logic and critical thinking, as well as in the
evolution of humanity and the varieties of cultures.
In my view—and 1 believe this is in fact
happening at many colleges and universities—the
core curricula in the humanities and social
sciences need to be modified to include elements
of both the received main narrative and of new
sub-narratives. Each institution should strike its
own balance between the received main narrative
and sub-narratives, and to choose which sub-
narratives would be the most relevant at different
times and places. Administrators and departments
need to be judiciousness in achieving balance. In
the US, I perceive the problem that under the
banner of diversity some preferred incoming
groups are getting the lion's share of attention and
resources while traditionally neglected peripheral
indigenous groups are increasingly marginalized
and forgotten. Not only local people of color are
being neglected or even shunted aside; statistics
show that rural members of the white population
are being passed over by many state college and
university admissions panels to open up spaces for
newcomers. This situation is ironical indeed given
the rural families' traditional work ethic, loyalty

and willingness to enter national service. Moreover,
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rural life itself instills the sort of outlook, knowledge
and sensitivity to nature and other species that
would equip students with rural backgrounds to
excel in many university programs. Social science
courses need to provide more diversified accounts
of society and the new roles and problems of
social institutions, public and private. Indeed,
leading economists have been going deeper into
the relations between culture, cultural values and
economic behavior. Moreover, sociology courses
are getting closer to the diverse phenomena of
contemporary society. While carrying out this
empirical mission, the social sciences still need to
uphold and justify the liberal principle of the
human equality beneath the diversity and the
attendant principles of fairness, openness and
sensitivity.

Underlying these liberal principles, humanities
and social science courses need to preach cultural
tolerance—but also refusal to tolerate inhumane
practices that cause suffering and including
sometimes mutilation, from the specific, such as
female circumcision, arranged marriage in childhood,
etc., to the general, such as any sort of discrimination
like gender discrimination, ethnic discrimination,
religious discrimination, age discrimination, etc.

Special Role of Institutes for Advanced Studies
in the Humanities and Social Sciences

Institutes for Advanced Studies (IAS), on one
hand, are intended to provide settings for senior
scholars to concentrate singly or jointly on
perplexing, fundamental research issues in their
respective disciplines. IASs also bring together
senior scholars of diverse fields to tackle broader
issues and problems in cross-disciplinary ways.
For these purposes, IAS settings are to provide
complete academic freedom and encourage
creativity and innovation. On the other hand, the
IASs are to encourage their research fellows to
look critically at their disciplines and curricula,

for example by identifying and understanding

their strengths and weaknesses vis-a-vis recent
changes and phenomena in society and new
perceptions of ethnic and cultural diversity, and by
becoming aware of parallel work on core issues in
other disciplines. In both roles of sponsoring
breakthrough fundamental research and the
assessment of humanities and social science
paradigms and curricula, the IASs are hoped to be
pathfinders, scouts and leaders for their disciplines,
for their colleges, so that their programs and
curricula will, on one hand, be better grounded,
more systematic and interactive with sister-disciplines,
and, on the other hand, more adequate to facing,
understanding and addressing the real issues and
problems of the societies, cultures and countries
that host them.

Trends at National Taiwan University

Exciting changes in the humanities and social
science curricula have been occurring at NTU
during the past two decades, in particular. Before,
under the 20" century paradigm for the liberal arts
college and university stated above, the local
humanities programs stressed the mainstream
traditions, histories and cultures of China, the US
and Western Europe. In the Eastern humanities
programs, anything related to main trends in the
Chinese tradition were regarded as important.
More specific local studies and regional studies
were not encouraged. In Western humanities, the
grand narrative starting from Greece and Rome
and culminating in the UK and the US was
stressed. Other areas and topics were sidelined.
Twenty some years ago, | would hear visiting
American students of Chinese say they had come
to study a specific local author but that the faculty
here were only interested in working on recognized
major texts from China. About the same time, |
was seeking a topic for a promotion research
project. When 1 suggested B. Traven, a leftist
German writer who had immigrated to the US
after World War [ and written stories set in

13
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Mexico which highlighted rural Mexican and
Native American cultures, I was told that the
author was not sufficiently mainstream or well-
known. (I wish I had stuck to that topic, for soon

afterwards there was a renaissance of studies on B.

Traven.) Finally, I researched and wrote on the
18" century poet Thomas Gray, who by then was
being marginalized by the Postmodernists for his
Enlightenment, Neo-Classical outlook, but that is
another story!’

About 25 years ago, several changes occurred
in Taiwan's politics and society. The ruling
Kuomingtang (KMT) party rescinded martial law,
allowed other political parties to form, and began
to allow open elections to be held. In step with
this democratization process, the repressed
diversity of Taiwan's society began to emerge,
express itself and gradually blossom. Under these
conditions, the Chinese Department at NTU began
to offer courses on local literature and writers and
a Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature was
established. The History Department began to offer
courses on local history and to be more open
about 20" century Chinese and Taiwan history.
Highly innovative was a new stress on Oral
History, and freshmen were encouraged to return
to their hometowns to interview the elders about
local history, including the late Qing (until 1895),
the Japanese era (1895-1945) and various stages
of the KMT era (1945-2000). New courses were
offered on the roles of Taiwan's indigenous tribes
and of foreigners from Spain and Holland, for
example, in early Taiwan history. Previously
banned from studying local aboriginal tribes,
Anthropology and Linguistics scholars began to
examine the tribes' DNA, origins, histories,
lineages, languages and dialects, and made
astounding discoveries about Taiwan's role as the
origination point of many Polynesian peoples.

Finding other local tribes to be related to neighboring

Okinawan, Filipino, Southeast Asian as well as
Polynesian tribes, these studies revealed Taiwan's
deep and long regional ties. The linguistic study of
"Taiwanese" (Minnanyu) and Hakka changed
from politically suspect and illegal to an
impassioned return to the scholars' mother tongues
and local cultural roots. The Philosophy
Department also evolved from stressing pure
philosophy and orthodox political thought to a
flexible applied philosophy that would pave the
way to philosophical reflection on the wide range
of issues arising in the newly democratizing,

opening and diversifying society.

I am less familiar with the concurrent
changes in Social Science programs but feel
certain that they have been equally dramatic. As
this point, I must mention a rising phenomenon in
local Taiwanese society that the social sciences
and humanities must begin to study, grapple with
and understand—in order not only advance
academic knowledge but to provide insight and
guidance to society and government. That phenomenon
is the arrival of Southeast Asian guest workers and
especially brides. Originally, these newcomers
were strictly regulated as guest workers, mostly in
construction, manufacturing and senior care. They
were fairly well-treated and paid for the most part
and relative to other host countries; but little
attention was paid to their languages, cultures or
values. However, as their numbers grew, and their
public presence became more apparent, especially
on Sunday afternoons in the parks and other
public areas, local people began to take notice of
their customs, habits and behavior. More recently,
large numbers of local Taiwanese rural and blue
collar workers, perhaps as many as 50%, are
marrying brides from Southeast Asia and mainland
China. As these brides enter local families, their
cultures and values interact with local culture and

values.

3 Now the Postmodernists seem to like Gray, but for rather idiosyncratic reasons.

14



ALBEHER L LA

This phenomenon has been happening so
quickly that local social scientists and humanities
scholars are ill-prepared to study and examine it.
Almost none of them understand or speak
Southeast Asian languages or have any understanding
of the cultures there! I believe that some local
social scientists and humanities scholars must be
encouraged and sponsored to immerse themselves
in Southeast Asia studies and languages, for it is
crucial that people in Taiwan begin to recognize
these new Southeast Asian brides less as a social
problem and more as delivering new cultural
values and options into local society, thus enriching
local

society. By better appreciating and

understanding these foreign brides, Taiwan's
social scientists and humanities scholars could
lead the way for local society and government to
accept them and appreciate the positive new

things they offer to local society.

At present, one big social problem is that
while local mothers tend to help their elementary
school age children with their homework, the
foreign brides cannot do this because they were
educated in different languages; so the children of
foreign brides lag behind in school and sometimes
become social as well as educational problems.
Of course, the school teachers themselves need to
take responsibility and offer extra assistance to
these children. Moreover, the schools should offer
parallel courses in local language and literacy to
the new mothers, who could learn in step with
their children. (I have just read about an
experimental Ministry of Education program to
educate the foreign bride mothers to become
literate in Chinese.)

Certainly, it is the social sciences and
humanities scholars at local IASs who are best
equipped in conceptual understanding, theory and
experience to research the cultures and languages
of the Southeast Asian guest workers and brides—
and to do field work to understand the actual

interactions of their cultures and languages with
local cultures and languages. Such research could
be undertaken by designing relevant projects and
working with cultural and linguistic experts from
the relevant Southeast Asian countries. From such
study and intercourse, IAS sponsored researchers
and outreach could provide sorely needed
materials and guidance for local social science
scholars and teachers, as well as for local

educators and social workers, generally.

Direction of the Institute for Advanced Studies
in Humanities and Social Sciences (IHS) at
NTU

Established formally in 2004, IHS is a
relatively young institute, still in its formative
stages. So far, the direction of IHS has been set
more by regional concerns than by local issues,
and indeed the regional concerns are the most
pressing. Taiwan is closely related to China
geographically, culturally and economically. However,
Taiwan is completely self-governing and has rock
solid, hard-won democratic institutions with an
effective "five power" check and balance system.
Because of Taiwan's eminence and successful
development, China would like to absorb Taiwan
as a province. However, this proposition is
unacceptable to the citizens of Taiwan because
China's government has a long way to go before it
will evolve into a normal democracy with a viable
check and balance system. Moreover, the people
realize how important it is to have a responsive
democratically elected government at home, and
have no wish to be ruled by distant dictatorial
with different Under
conditions, IHS hosts six large-scale research

masters values. these
programs, as well as personal research projects,
under the umbrella of East Asian Studies. These
projects stress Taiwan's commonalities in political,
economic, social and cultural development with
such regional countries as South Korea, Japan and

Vietnam. This strategy makes sense because
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Taiwan's institutions, history and core values
indeed parallel those of these other countries of
the region. The goal is not to exclude or
marginalize China, but rather to explore and
describe an East Asian cultural world that can be
compared and contrasted with the Western
European cultural world. Thus, the East Asian
focus of IHS research effectively reduces Euro-
American intellectual hegemony, which does not
perfectly fit the East Asian scene, while reducing
Sino-centrism and Chinese political and economic
hegemony. IHS seeks to build cultural and
intellectual bridges among the countries and
regions of East Asia, for mutual cooperation and
support—and to intimate to China that China too
is contextualized in East Asia, not vice versa.
Gradually as Taiwan's regional concerns and
China concerns are both eased, the research
direction of some of IHS's large-scale research
projects will turn inward to the forces and
processes of diversification currently underway in
local society, culture, language and thought.
Moreover, the research direction will turn to the
impact of the forces of globalization driven by
computers, digitization, the Internet, media and
telecommunications.

In closing, IHS scholars and programs are
alert to and interested in cutting-edge contemporary
humanities and social science research around the
world, particularly in the EU and the US. Besides
our special regional and local concerns and issues,
we are devoted to the excellent work being done
in our disciples, and across-disciplines around the
world. We strive to be as open-windowed,
interactive, and multifaceted as possible, with a
revolving eye to local, national, regional and
global concerns. It is an exciting time to be
involved with a vital, active IAS at a dynamic
university.
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