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Challenges of the Age of Globalization of
Knowledge:

The Perspective of Past Challenges”

Carol G. Thomas'

The Conference Prospectus is definitely
correct in stating that the humanistic values of a
liberal arts education are increasingly questioned
and marginalized. Equally true is the identification
of a key factor, namely that "the globalization of
knowledge and information accessibility [...] are
impacting at once the conception and practice of
classics education and liberal arts education." The
impact is largely due to the technological
revolution of the last 40 or 50 years and the
rapidity of the change has magnified its
consequences. It has occurred within the lifetime
of many of us at this conference: we have a foot in
both the earlier, "traditional" tools and the "new"
tools of understanding our deep history. In spite of
fears that the "traditional" liberal arts education
will disappear, it is not only possible but

necessary to take advantage of the new world

of computerization, the Internet, and social
networking but only if we comingle these tools

with the traditional tools of literacy.

My perspective is grounded in my teaching
and scholarship that reaches back to the earliest
human history and culture. The longue durée of
that story reveals that our present challenge is but
one of many similar confrontations as humans
have sought to codify knowledge and preserve

story
increasing complexity and

it for subsequent generations. The
demonstrates an

rapidity to engage with—or to reject—new tools.
Oral "storage" and transmission of knowledge is
the earliest as well as the persistent means.
Literacy is, in the long view, "recent." Electronic
technology is the newest. I propose that an
appreciation of interaction between the tools
offers answers to at least some to the challenges

+ Delivered at the International Conference on "Classics and College Education in an Age of Globalization" hosted by the Institute
for Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences, NTU, July 31 - Aug. 1, 2014.
* Professor of History, University of Washington, Seattle, WA, USA.
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that education faces in an Age of Globalization.

The first tool required three major stages of
biological changes of humans over some two and
a half million years. The first stage was linked to
the slow physical evolution of the human brain
These

changes in

propelled by challenges to existence.

physical developments fostered
collective behavior. Some 50,000 years before the
bone,

present, new stone,

signify
individuals that also enabled settlements in more

antler and ivory
technologies specialization =~ among
diverse environments. Merlin Donald describes
the outcome as "a culture of public action" but
without languages or symbols. He has made a
case that knowledge was now "communicable" by
gesture, body language, imitation, and mime. It
was a new technology. The second transition
began about half a million years ago with major
changes in the human vocal tract culminating

about 125,000 years ago in spoken language.

Stimulation of the increasingly complex way

of communal life produced a third new

technology — that of symbols — about forty

thousand years ago.! We may not know the
original intent of the carvings and engravings on
stone, bone, antler and ivory and the early cave
paintings but they demonstrate a cognitive
development, namely how to understand the
relationship between humans and the world in
which they live. The animals who dominate the
cave paintings may have an educational or
spiritual purpose or both. The sixty-nine winding
marks on a bone may be a calendar. Recognition
of the value of this new "technology" by those
who carved or painted could be the key to their
survival.

—

The pace of change continued to gather
momentum; by 10,000 BCE new skills of the
domestication of plants and animals by humans
fostered another form of technology.” The Fertile
Crescent on the uplands of Tigris and Euphrates
River valleys was one of the earliest sources for
the gradual but eventual widespread agricultural
revolution that stretched through the Mediterranean
sphere and Europe. Successful domestication
included far greater control of subsistence and
thus the ability to sustain larger populations. In
turn, direction of the communal welfare needed
both "managers" and records. In the Near East,
three stages of recording resulted: initially
physical tokens of clay were made to represent
objects: 3 cones = 3 measures of grain; 5 ovoids =
jars of oil. Tokens were added or subtracted as
necessary. For easier reckoning, the tokens were
placed in a clay ball and, for ease of counting
them, a mark was added on the outside of the ball
for each token. Step three resulted from the
recognition that tokens were not necessary and
even balls could be replaced by flat clay tablets on
which quantities and images of objects were
recorded.” The outcome was writing in the form of
cuneiform. Other successful Neolithic cultures
followed the

information albeit in different forms of symbols.

same course of recording

This technology occurred far more quickly
than the first, requiring only 7000 years, however
its long term success was challenged. One cause
was that literacy was limited to the managers of
what by the Bronze Age were complex kingdoms
that included Babylon, Egypt, the Hittite kingdom
in Anatolia, the Minoan kingdoms of Crete, and
the Mycenaean realms of the mainland. If the core
of the kingdom should disappear, accounts and

Merlin Donald, A Mind So Rare: The Evolution of Human Consciousness (New York: W. W. Norton and Company, 2001).

2 Steven Mithen, After the Ice: A Global Human History, 20,000-5000 BC (London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2003). This history
of the transition of the short and precarious human life in small, mobile groups to settlement in permanent villages, later towns
and soon kingdoms brings the reader into the experience of those who experienced the vast changes in their lives.

3 Denise Schmandt-Besserat, Before Writing: From Counting to Cuneiform (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1992); Denise
Schmandt-Besserat, How Writing Came About (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1997).
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accountants would also vanish. That happened at
the end of the twelfth century BCE throughout
much of the Near East and the Mediterranean. We
have the remains of those records discovered
millennia later and they have been deciphered,
most only very recently.* While written records
had been a tool of the Bronze Age, the skill was
limited to specific needs and was practiced by
very few. As the need for records vanished, the
knowledge of recording also disappeared. For
Greece, the craft of writing required more than
four hundred years to return in new form. A
recreation of the last scribe at Mycenae evokes the
nature of literacy and its loss.’

This, I fear, will be my last entry.
I am old now — old beyond
reckoning. The pain in my hands
is now so great I can barely hold
the stylus and in my eyes there is
a perpetual mist. That, no doubt,
is what comes of writing at night.
For nigh on thirty years, I have
been forced to follow my scribe's
craft by the yellow, flickering
light of greasy oil lamps, or weak
cheerless hearth fires. I, like my
father and his father, was early on
sent to the palace school to learn
numbers and dictation. I learned
quickly and after little more than
a year, was apprenticed to one of
the palace scribes, under whom I
spent hours cutting and forming
the wet clay strips, sharpening
styluses, and making copies of
original documents. At the age of
fifteen, I was reckoned a scribe of
some skill. Clearly in those years,
all the cities of Hellas (were)
lurching from one emergency to
another [...] The longer I live, the
more I realize that mine is a dying
craft. Even in the best of times,
the number of those who could

read the signs was small, and now
for all I know, I may be the last to
know their meaning. For some
unfathomable reason, this depresses
me. I consign this journal to a
bronze box (all that I took away
from the ruin of Mykenai) to be
buried in a cave nearby, and I sign
this document, as I have ever
done, with the name my mother
whispered into my ear at my
birth—Homeros.

The outcome was a Dark Age in much of the
Mediterranean for some 400 years. It was dark in
many respects including the absence of written
records. However, the most widespread
communication technology continued in the form
of patterned oral tradition such as the epic poems
attributed to Homer. We can read the Iliad and the

Odyssey now — in Greek and many other
languages —but the text is uncertain in many

places and, as recently as the 1930s, classical
scholar Samuel Bassett declared in writing that
the poems described "the fabulous age of Greece
which must have no place in history [...]" the
author "created a land that never was on land or
sea."® The nature of patterned speech created the
Homeric Question that fueled scholarship.

Learning the role of patterned speech as an
essential tool for non-literate communities has
become an important area of study over the past
century. Recognition that no society than hopes to
continue can afford to lose the essential
information from its past led to the understanding
of the skill

memorable. So effective was it for Greece that

of making spoken language
even with the return of literacy in the late eighth
century, reliance on orality endured throughout
Classical Age whose accomplishments drew this

admiration from Shelley: "We are all Greeks. Our

4 Eric Cline, 1177 B.C. The Year Civilization Collapsed (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 2014).
5 Craig Conant's essay was written for me while he was a graduate student. He is now a co-author of two books with me.
6 Samuel E. Bassett, The Poetry of Homer (Oakland, CA.: University of California Press, 1938), p. 244.
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laws, our literature, our religion, our arts have
their roots in Greece." (Preface to Hellas) Yet,
writing was secondary to orality: it was virtually
unneeded in Sparta, largely unnecessary even in
Athens whose culture was largely an oral culture,
whose comedies and tragedies were performed
NOT written,
conversation not written, and political and legal

Socrates' questioning was in

affairs were conducted orally. We read the works
of the writers of plays, orators, philosophers that
were recorded later but as Plato in the Phaedrus
275D-E reported:

Writing, Phaedrus, has a certain
strangeness about it, very much
like painting, whose creatures, we
can say, stand there like living
things; but if one poses a question
to them, they maintain perfect
silent. And it is the same with
written words [...] if you question
them at all [...] they always
indicate only the very same thing.
And whenever any word is
written even once, it will be
tossed about everywhere, both
among those who understand and
among those for whom it is not at
all a concern. Moreover, such a
word does not know to whom it
must speak or not speak. And
when it is taken wrongly or
unjustly abused, it always requires
the help of its "father"— [i.e. the
writer] for it is not able to defend
or help itself.

Greece was absorbed in a larger state by
Philip of Macedon and that "state" was vastly
extended by his son Alexander. The successor
states that emerged on the death of Alexander
demanded the technology of imperial control,

namely scribes, accountants, and their written

records to govern their complex states. The
Library of Alexandria of the Ptolemies of Egypt
was the grandest but not the only striking example.
Yet, oral tradition continued to play an essential
role within those states. And what remains of
those grand collections? Even when preservation
of the written texts persisted, who had access to
the texts of Mt. Athos or other monastic copyists?
With the invention of printing in the fifteenth
century, how widely did it spread until quite
recently? The record from deep antiquity to the
present demonstrates the prevalent position of
Oral Tradition compared to the spotty role of the
Literate Tradition.

A recent book by John Miles Foley, Curators'
Professor of Classical Studies and English and
Director of the Center for Studies in Oral
Tradition at the University of Missouri, not only
describes the power of oral tradition but also
offers a solution to the threat of electronic
technology to the technology of literacy. His
perspective is broad both in time and cultural

traditions.’

Foley's long commitment to the study of
orality is clearly a specialized subject but, as a
survey of the most persistent technology of
communication demonstrates, it has claim to
being the most durable means in the history of
humans. We can take heart in the underlying
premise of Oral Tradition and the Internet: it is
not only possible but essential to engage the new
technology. In fact, Foley and his colleagues
found oral tradition and electronic technology to
be surprisingly similar. Both can be read as static
products —in written form — but both are in
continuous process. A primary tenet of the
Pathways Project is that "experience, perception,
and communication are always and everywhere

7 His most recent book is Oral Tradition and the Internet: Pathways of the Mind (Champaign, IL.: University of Illinois Press,
2012). His nineteen earlier books and numerous articles identify the breadth of his interests from Greek oral poetry to other
oral traditions including Serbian magical charms, American-slam poetry, South African praise poetry, Basque contest poetry,

and Central Asia epic.
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filtered by the media and technologies we use."
(37) The history of emerging new technology for
communication that I have sketched hopefully
demonstrates the value of engaging new aids to
memory as they appear, even though, initially,
they may be suspicious or frightening.

Until recently, encoding information in
permanent written form was the prevailing
achievement. Previously, aids to memory of
essential information were made memorable by
patterning. Oral communication is dependent on
the spoken word and thus is impermanent.
However, recent study of oral traditions has
demonstrated their patterning in metrical form to
provide an internal aid to memory. The lliad, for
example, is composed of "formulas" or groups of
words fitted into a fixed poetic meter. Almost 90
percent of the lliad is formulaic. All of the chief
characters of the Iliad and Odyssey have a noun-
epithet formula in the nominative, beginning with
a simple consonant, which fills the verse between

the third foot and the verse end.

While it is impossible to put Homer in action
as an oral bard, comparison with other oral
traditions identifies the requirements of a singer:
excellent memory and demonstrated skill as a
singer beginning with early training. We can now
view other bards in action through the study of
scholars like John Foley who have learned that
Bosnian children begin to learn epic poetry at very
early age often attached to a famous minstrel as
demonstrated in the ancient Greek tradition;
singers are aided by music or, in the Inca oral
tradition, by Quipu knotted ropes of different
colors; the use of mnemonic power of the
landscape revealed by the Australian aboriginal
peoples' oral tradition ties memory to physical
land-marks."

These skills and aids enhance preservation of

8 Bruce Chatwin, The Songlines (Franklin: Franklin Press, 1987).

original, significant accounts. Yet even an
individual bard's presentation can vary over time
since the song must suit the audience for whom it
is intended. A bard might make a mistake, an
addition, or a change due to intelligibility. If, as
we now believe due to archaeological evidence,
there was a battle at a site identified as Troy in the
late second millennium, its tale was preserved in a
non-literate society over several hundred years in
the singing of many bards. Thus elements from
several times "are to be compared with a dough
which has rehandled and rekneaded

constantly, not without adding new elements."’

been

Foley's Pathways Project—presented both in
book and internet form — "is intended as a
provocation, not a solution" to our concern with
the technological revolution although he views the
recent, explosive electronic revolution as a reason
for concern. For those limited to one medium, the
textual, he understands that the other two media—
oral and electronic—"can seem undependable and
even forbidding." (xiii) The Project identifies the
three media by employing the Greek word for
"marketplace— Agora—to define three "verbal"
marketplaces and to argue that all should be
employed.

The textual agora is fixed texts ranging from
symbols on clay to other written documents.
Access is limited by availability and by the nature
of the subject. Yet it is essential in offering a
compendium of the transmission of the subject of
the text to its current status. Use of this agora is an
individual relationship with a fixed text. The oral
and electronic agoras involve an individual with a
cooperative, evolving process. In the oral agora,
the audience is actively engaged in the exchange
and, in the electronic mode, individuals select the
form of their engagement and interaction. The oral
and electronic agoras are far more democratic and

9 Eric Havelock, Preface to Plato (Cambridge, MA.: Harvard University Press, 1963), p. 173.
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widely available than the textual. Foley's call to
embrace the three agoras should be one focus in
confronting the current technological crisis by
integrating the challenges into the solution.

T agora provides essential data, available in
textual form. It will/should describe the current
status of the subject. However, it must be
evaluated due to on-going developments
providing new and different data. A search for this
information is widely available on the E agora.
The O agora is more specialized but interesting
and useful for the creation and exchange of
knowledge, ideas, and art with others. In the
process of education, students will have access to
all three venues but instructors of those students
must have a solid foundation in all three venues to

engage in their use.

As the long history of hominids/humans
clearly reveals, positive action is essential. Those
who did not engage in the major changes in
communication-technologies did not survive. For
the present, use of the three venues of information
is a good start. We may fear the predication of one
of the founders of Google (Sergey Brin) "that
someday we will be able to make machines that
can reason, think and do things better than we
can." Cited was the evidence of what technology
has done to the livelihood of farmers. By contrast,
Jaron Lanier, a computer genius and author of
"Who Owns the Future?" who mentioned that
nobody has yet figured out how to make a robot
that can think for itself. "We don't yet understand

how brains work, so we can't build one.""

10 Maureen Dowd, "Silicon Valley Sharknado," OP-ED, New York Times (July 9, 2014).
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Why Study Classics in a Global Age?”

Carl Becker

Two arguments are often advanced to defend
the study of classics in college education:

(A) Classics teach us HOW to read, write,
and think, and

(B) Classics teach us WHAT is important to
do or think.

The first argument A suggests that, regardless
of social/political relevance, studying Classics
helps us become more rational, or more cultured,
or more ethical, using better language. (I love the
classics too, but the above argument may not
persuade those who do not.)

Classics do not teach reasoning, ethics, or
language better than well-designed games.

Brain science demonstrates that we learn
reasoning less from reading than from doing math,
and that we acquire ethical behaviors less from

reading about them than from practicing them.

We can learn discrimination of nuance by
critical reading of law or theatre as well as of

classics.

And to argue that classics students get better
exam scores in law and medicine plays into the
hands of those proposing that better scores in law
and medicine should be our ultimate goals. (If
those be our ultimate goals and we find better

ways to improve scores, farewell classics!)

Argument B, that Classics teach us WHAT is
important to do and think, implies that Classics
are important when they are relevant or applicable
today. This also two contains two views:

1. "Universalist":

Classics' content is important regardless of
context because they are somehow "universal."

+ Delivered at the International Conference on "Classics and College Education in an Age of Globalization" hosted by the Institute
for Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences, NTU, July 31 - Aug. 1, 2014.
* Professor of Comparative and Medical Ethics, Kyoto University, Japan.
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2. "Particularist":

Classics must be understood within their
socio-historical contexts.

These alternatives are not contradictory.

1. Abstract questions of value—what are

genuinely good, happy, desirable — remain

"Universal." From a historical perspective, for
millions of years, humans struggled to get food,
shelter, reproduction, and long life. So do rats and
cockroaches. Now humans have enough food,
shelter, reproduction, and long life (though not
equally shared). But our old "universal" problems
remain; contemplating the meaning and value of
human life (beyond that of rats and roaches)
requires us to think how to distribute resources, to
reward effort without exalting individuals to the
detriment of society or the world. Classics
contemplate such universal, ongoing issues as

love, justice, war, nobility, humaneness—which

remain central to our lives and civilizations.

Studying classics is a good approach to
"universal" issues, because it makes sense to see
how great minds already thought through tough

questions common to humanity.

2. The classics also contemplate issues
grounded in specific languages and cultural
contexts, like proper diet, marital relations, the
origin of the world, and the nature of matter.
"Particularist" questions of what to eat when, how
often to reproduce, how to treat our wives and
children, or how to understand the physical
universe, derive from specific linguistic/cultural
contexts, no longer absolute today. However,
Classics did not contemplate problems grounded
in the languages and context of modernity, like
genetic engineering, information explosion, global
warming, or transnational monopolies. Unlike
past millennia of prehistory and history, problems
particular to today include how to stop our pursuit
of goods from destroying our environment, how to

limit our reproduction to sustainable levels, how
to limit our aging lives to humanly meaningful
ones.

Putting it differently, classics both raise
questions (1) and propose answers (2). Many
questions they raise continue to be important. The
answers they provide include texts from which we
can both (a) infer the assumptions underlying their
particular cultural approaches to those questions,
and also (b) abstract principles or axioms which

may be important for future civilization.

We may abstract values of sustainability or
justice from the particular approaches of classical
thinkers in their respective cultural settings, but
need neither believe in nor apply their answers
literally to the very different world we face today.
When 1 study the classics, I treat them not as
sacred bodies of permanent truth, but as reservoirs
of insights; insights not about science or society,
but about human values and ideals. I have
written books praising classical Buddhism and
Confucianism, despite their anachronistic views
on diet or sexual roles, for the insights that they
provide in contributing to sustainability, fairness,
sensitivity,

compassion, wisdom, nobility of

character, and humane judgment.

The classics of China and India offer
essential antitheses to the Great Books of the
Western World. Taoist classics pose a relativist
antithesis to the search for absolutes in Greco-
Roman and Judaeo-Christian thought. Confucian
classics focus on social and interpersonal issues
far more than even Aristotle, while most of the
Western classics center on individual issues.
Buddhist classics locate the causes of suffering
not in an inscrutable absolute creator and judge,
but in our own cravings for things to be other than
the way they are.

These are of course gross generalizations,
while analogues do exist within the Western

classics. But these three standpoints are



increasingly important, not merely as texts to
study, but as lifeways in the face of threats to the
future of the world. In the face of black-white
with-us or against-us fundamentalism that leads
monotheists to the brink of nuclear war, Taoism
proffers at once both a tolerance and a search to
live by an ever-evolving Way. In the face of
competitive self-aggrandizement, Confucian classics
remind us that cultivation of character and human
relations are more valuable and more satisfying
than wealth and fame. In the face of transnational
corporate pursuit of profit regardless of its human
and environmental costs, Buddhism exposes the
emptiness and futility of pursuing temporary
satisfactions. All these "Eastern Classics" suggest
a median between fundamentalist absolutism and
"anything-goes relativism": it is not the case that
all values are equally subjective, much less
groundless, but their grounding is in society and
contexts, rather than in commandments of a divine
judge.

These gross generalizations betray my
classical training in critical exegesis of original
texts. But at my age—in this day and age—1I have
come to believe that the ultimate values of
classical study are not primarily in critical
exegesis nor even in enriching our vocabularies,
however valuable all that may be. Rather the
greatest values of studying classics are first, that
they relocate us in traditions of seeking and
questioning meanings (relativizing them without
throwing out the search as premodern or
meaningless), and second, that they suggest
alternative values to those of global capitalism,
values prerequisite to the future equity and
sustainability of societies if not of the entire
ecosystem.1

ALBEHER L LA

1 Cf. Allan Bloom, The Closing of the American Mind: How Higher Education Has Failed Democracy and Impoverished the

Souls of Today's Students (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1987).
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7 ;2 (Hoyt Cleveland Tillman ) ¥
The Family Instructions of Zhu Xi

BZAEE L BEZRrES > O

What rulers should cherish is being humane,
and what officials should cherish is being loyal.

KZFrEa# > #i - TZFTEE  Fl e

What parents should cherish is being kind,
and what children should cherish is being filial.

SWZRTE®E > Kt BZATEE > A

What elder siblings should cherish is being

amicable, and what younger siblings should

cherish is being respectful.

RZFTEH - At - dmZFrE# o 26t -

What husbands should cherish is being
harmonious, and what wives should cherish is
being tender and gentle.

BHIRE PG HREPET

Service to teachers and elders should accord
with ritual propriety, and interactions with friends
should value trust.

REH Wz Rarg B2 -
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View the elderly with respect; view children
with love.

BrEE > FHETNRR  ROEZ S R
o FHEER R BEZ -

Honor virtuous people even if they are
younger than we are; keep our distance from

worthless characters even if they are older than we

are.
BN TEBCZE -

Be careful not to gossip about others’
weaknesses, and don’t be eager to display your

own strengths.

MEUER S > BEDERZ - BAEN
L e

Use what is fair to reconcile with a foe, use
what is upright to respond to those with

resentments, and according to what you encounter,

pacify them.

NA/NE -
&2 ©

BEMPZ » NFRSE > D

With tolerance, endure those who make
small mistakes; use reason to instruct those who
make big mistakes.

MUZ/INTA By > 7 LAE

Do not avoid doing a good deed even if it

VN R Z -

seems trivial, and do not commit an evil act even
if it seems small.

NEE - Al NEZ QG -

Gloss over people’s vices, and propagate

their virtues.

BREBEALNL - B IERLIE
Regulate social affairs without personal
enmity; manage household affairs without

personal favoritism.

THENTAIC » 7P B IERE
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Do not benefit oneself at the expense of
others, and do not envy the worthy or become
jealous of the capable.

IR IR > )R E YA o

Do not let anger be an excuse for responding
unreasonably and rebelliously; do not irreverently
harm living things.

RAERZM AL BEE 2 B -

Do not acquire wealth that is not accord with
what is fair; when you encounter equitable
opportunities, follow principle.

BRI - R AR -

The Classics must be studied; propriety and
uprightness must be known personally.

FHATAZ > EEEA T -
Children

instructed; workers must be compassionately

and grandchildren must be

compensated.
WSO A AR - SBEEA AT AREL -

This culture must be respected, and adversity
must be alleviated.

SFRnE o St PER L s o R e

It is through propriety that we preserve our
share; it is through the Heavens that we heed our
destiny.

NBEAE > RMHZ -

If people are able to comply with all of these

precepts, the Heavens will surely assist them.

EHAETZE  ERIRZNEEE > &X
BZFOHE » AR —H g > nAEER |

These daily ethical practices, just like clothes
on our bodies and food in our stomachs, must not
be neglected even for a day; so we must be
diligent!

CERTOREES =12
£ 3
Die Familienunterweisungen von Meister Zhu
(WEZFEE > Cth- EZE# - &
‘m o
Als First schitze die Menschlichkeit, als
Untertan hingegen die Loyalitét.

QR ZFE®E » #t - TZFEE > &
fh o

Als Vater schitze die Giite, als Sohn

hingegen die Kindespflicht.

QRZFEE » Kt - BZFrEH » 7%
‘tﬂ o

Als groBer Bruder schitze die Freundlichkeit,
als kleiner Bruder hingegen den Respekt.

BRZFEE Mt - wWZEE X%
fh o

Als Ehemann schitze die Harmonie, als
Ehefrau hingegen die Nachgiebigkeit.

O)FhRIREFE - KA ET -

Wenn du
Hoherstehenden deine Aufwartung machst, dann

einem Lehrer oder einem

schiatze die Umgangsformen; wenn du mit

Freunden  verkehrst, dann  schitze  die

Vertrauenswiirdigkeit.
(O)REE B2 RyghE - BZ -

Siehst du dltere Menschen, ehre sie; siehst du
jiingere Menschen, trage Sorge fiir sie.

(VB8 FHE NI nEZ T A H
F o FHEET > HE L

Einen Tugendhaften muss ich respektieren,
auch wenn er jlinger ist als ich; einen Taugenichts

muss ich von mir fernhalten, auch wenn er alter ist
als ich.

®VEZIHKAZH » VEBCZ & -
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Achte darauf, dass du nicht Uber die
Schwichen anderer redest, und briiste dich auf

keinen Fall mit deinen eigenen Starken.

OWELIEEZ » BB ERZ - BEATE
M2 °

Lege Feindschaften mit Gerechtigkeit bei;
vergelte Feindseligkeit mit Aufrichtigkeit. Auf
was auch immer du triffst, begegne der Situation
mit Friedfertigkeit.

(IO NE/NE > EFIMAZ 3 NERE
DI

Begehen Menschen kleine Fehler, dann siech
dariiber hinweg und toleriere sie; liegen grofe
ihnen die

Verfehlungen vor, dann bringe

Prinzipien der Vernunft nahe.
(ADZNPAZ/INTA Ry > ZJLE/ N R 2

Versdume nicht, etwas Gutes zu tun, nur weil
es sich um eine Kleinigkeit handelt; hiite dich,
etwas BoOses zu tun, auch wenn es nur eine

Kleinigkeit ist.
(I)NFEE - A2 NFE A2 -

Hat jemand etwas Bdses an sich, so erzéhle
es nicht weiter; hat jemand etwas Gutes an sich,

so lobe ihn vor anderen.
(13)EE R - JEFRMERLE -

Im gesellschaftlichen Umgang hege keine
personliche Feindschaft; beim Fiihren eines

Haushalts bediene dich keiner eigenen Regeln.
(I7ZHENIAIC - 779 ERTRRE

Schade nicht anderen Menschen, um dir
selbst zu nutzen; sei nicht missgiinstig gegeniiber

Tugendhaften und Fahigen.
(ISRt - Z)3EmE s -

Vergelte widerspenstiges Verhalten nicht,
indem du dich vom Zorn leiten lésst; schéidige
nicht andere Lebewesen, ohne der Sittlichkeit zu

34

entsprechen.

(16)RAFZM7IAL > BEH ZEAE -

Besteht die Moglichkeit,

Reichtum zu erwerben, dann ergreife sie nicht;

unrechtmifig

triffst du auf Gelegenheiten, die im Einklang mit
den Prinzipien der Vernunft sind, dann nimm sie
wahr.

(INFFEAAAHE - GFAAAA -

Das Buch der Lieder und die Urkunden sind
Riten
Gerechtigkeit sind unbedingt zu erlernen.

(I8 T A A Z - FEEEA AL -

unbedingt zu lesen; die und die

Die folgenden Generationen sind unbedingt
zu unterweisen; den Dienern ist unbedingt mit
Empathie zu begegnen.

(LA FIAEY - BEEA AL -

Kulturtradition  ist
unbedingt zu achten; Opfern von Ungliick und

Die konfuzianische

Katastrophen ist unbedingt beizustehen.
QROSFIZ i - Bt Bz aE > K
‘m o
Ich bewahre das, was mir zuteil wird — so

wollen es die Riten; ich flige mich meiner

Bestimmung — so will es der Himmel.
QD AREANE » RHZ -

Gelingt es einem, sich so zu verhalten, dann

wird ihm der Himmel sicher beistehen.

CIETYHAEITZE  HRRZNE
B KR ZNOIHE » AR — it A E
Bk !

Dies sind die Richtlinien fiir das tigliche
Verhalten; sie sind wie die Kleider an unserem
Leib und die Nahrung in unserem Bauch — wir
kénnen nicht einen Tag darauf verzichten. Kann
man darauf etwa nicht achtgeben?
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Les enseignements familiaux de Maitre Zhu

Ce qu’un souverain doit chérir, c’est le sens
de ’humain; ce qu’un ministre doit chérir, c’est la
loyauté; ce qu’un pere doit chérir, c’est la charité;
ce qu’un fils doit chérir, c’est le respect filial; ce
qu’un ainé doit chérir, c’est ’amiti¢; ce qu’un
cadet doit chérir, c’est la déférence; ce qu’un
époux doit chérir, c¢’est ’harmonie; ce qu’une
épouse doit chérir, c’est la douceur. Au service de
ses éducateurs et de ses alnés, on privilégiera les
bienséances; dans les rapports avec ses amis, on
privilégiera la confiance. Face a ceux qui sont
vieux, on leur témoignera du respect; face a ceux
qui sont jeunes, on leur témoignera de 1’amour. Si
quelqu’un est vertueux, fiit-il plus jeune que moi,
je dois le vénérer; si quelqu’un est mauvais, fiit-il
plus vieux que moi, je dois m’en ¢loigner.

Ayez la prudence de ne jamais parler des
défauts d’autrui; ne vous complaisez pas dans
I’¢loge de vos qualités. Sachez résoudre les
inimitiés avec justice et répondre au ressentiment
par la droiture. Les petits défauts d’autrui,
supportez les avec tolérance; les grands défauts
des autres, corrigez les au nom des grands
principes. Ce n’est pas parce qu’un geste de bonté
est petit qu’il ne faut pas s’y livrer; ce n’est pas
parce qu’un acte méchant est mineur qu’il faut

I’accomplir. Le mal chez autrui, sachez le cacher;

le bien chez autrui, sachez le mettre en valeur.
Quand on est dans le monde, il ne saurait y avoir
d’inimitié personnelle; dans le gouvernement de la
famille, il ne saurait y avoir de lois privées. Ne
Iésez pas autrui pour votre profit; n’enviez pas les
sages ni ne jalousez les gens capables. Ne
répondez pas par la colére a la violence et
I’arbitraire; n’attentez pas aux personnes et aux
biens en renongant aux rites. Ne vous emparez pas
de biens de maniére injuste, suivez ce qui est

conforme a la justice.

L’étude des Odes et des Documents est
indispensable; les Rites et la Justice ne sauraient
étre ignorés. Les enfants doivent recevoir une
¢ducation; les domestiques ont droit a la
commisération. Ce qui me permet de m’en tenir a
mon lot, ce sont les Rites; ce qui me permet de me
conformer a mon destin, c’est le Ciel. Si les
hommes sont capables de se comporter ainsi, le
Ciel les épaulera. Telle est la voie a suivre
constamment dans un usage quotidien, comme les
vétements que 1’on revét pour le corps, et la
nourriture et la boisson pour la bouche et le ventre
dont on ne saurait, fit-ce un jour, se passer.

Comment ne pas se montrer circonspect.

( Traduction Roger Darrobers: #i#E % )
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