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[ZiBHYr]

Some Reflections on the Project on "Humanism
in the Era of Globalisation — An Intercultural
Dialogue on Humanity, Culture, and Values"

oo oo *
Jorn Riisen

The project and its cooperation with the
Institute for Advanced Study in Humanities and
Social Sciences NTU has a pre-history, the history
of a personal relationship between Professor
Huang Chun-chieh and me. It started by our
meeting in Essen, in June 1998. Professor Huang
attended a conference there in the context of an
intercultural research project on "Chinese
Historiography and Historical Culture in Comparative
Perspective" (sponsored by the Chiang Ching-kuo
Foundation). We both found out that we were
interested in the intercultural comparison of
historical thinking with an emphasis on the
differences and similarities between Western and
East-Asian historical culture. This was the
beginning of not only an academic relationship

but of a personal friendship, as well.

Since then we have met more or less every
year (sometimes even twice a year) at conferences
in Taiwan, mainland China and Germany. Our
discussions made a first public appearance by a
publication of our diverging views on the
differences between Chinese and Western
historical thinking. This controversy started with
a comment of mine on an article of his on
"Salient Features of Chinese Historical Thinking."
I wrote a critical comment, and both texts were
first published in 2005 in the Indian journal
Medieval History Journal. We extended our
discussion by inviting scholars, mostly historians,
to take part by adding their views on the issues
we had addressed. This broadened form of our
discussion was published in the internationally

renowned Journal History and Theory ("The

* Senior Fellow, Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities, Essen, Germany / Professor Emeritus of History, University of

Witten | Herdecke.



By

Defining Character of Chinese Historical Thinking,"
and "Crossing Cultural Borders: How to Understand
Historical Thinking in China and the West," in:
History & Theory, 46, May 2007, pp. 180-188,
189-193).

When the Institute for Advanced Study in
Humanities and Social Sciences was founded at
National Taiwan University, its formal cooperation
with the Institute for Advanced Study in the
Humanities in Essen, the director of which I was till
2007, was a natural result of our personal
cooperation, which now received an institutionalized

form.

The Humanism-Project started in 2006. It
was sponsored by the Mercator Foundation
(Stiftung Mercator), and it was realized by of the
Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities
(KWI) at Essen in close cooperation with the three
neighbouring universities of Bochum, Dortmund,
and Duisburg / Essen. From its very beginning
it focused on intercultural comparison and
transcultural validity of basic principles of cultural
orientation to meet the challenge of globalization.
This challenge of a growing density of intercultural
communication asks for agreement on rules and
strategies to come to terms with the power of
different traditions in the processes of forming
cultural identity and the need of overcoming the
tensions caused by these differences. Ideas of what
it means to be a human being have always played
an important role in all of these different traditions
and in the processes of identity formation, so
humanism could be a common denominator for
their future-directed cultural orientation. The
general way to refer to humanity is common, but
the specific way, in which it is realized is different.
It was the task of the Humanism-Project to bring
about a clear idea of the synthesis of both: of the
common ground and the differences of these ways
or procedures. It was only a consequence of our

repeated and intensive encounters and our shared

interests that Prof. Huang joined the KWI project
and thus
intercultural features. One of the highlights of this
cooperation was a conference on "Negotiating Self
and The Other — Human Identity and Cultural
Difference in a Cross-Cultural Perspective." It was

assisted in the realization of its

organised by both of us with the financial support
of the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation) and took
place between September 3and 6, 2007 in Essen.

When the Humanism-Project decided to
create a book series to publish the main results
of its research, a cooperation was only just
becoming evident. Professor Huang Chun-chich
joined the group of editors, and took care of the
representation of Chinese scholars on the advisory
board. The book series was established in 2009. Its
title reflects not only its intercultural character
but the

Essen and Taipei as well: "Der Mensch im Netz

institutionalized cooperation between

der Kulturen — Humanismus in der Epoche der
Globalisierung / Being Human: Caught in the Web
of Cultures — Humanism in the Age of Globalization,
Herausgegeben / Edited in Zusammenarbeit mit dem
Kulturwissenschaftlichen Institut in Essen, the
Institute of Advanced Studies in the Humanities
and Social Sciences, Taiwan National University,
und der Fakultit fir Geisteswissenschaften der
Universitidt Duisburg-Essen / in Cooperation with
the Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities,
Essen, the Institute of Advanced Studies in the
Humanities and Social Sciences, National Taiwan
University, the Faculty of Humanities of the
University Duisburg / Essen von / by Jorn Riisen,
Chun-chieh Huang, Oliver Kozlarek, Jiirgen Straub."

The first five volumes have already been
published, the sixth is in print (see attached list).
For the year 2010 the editors have planned to
publish more than 15 additional titles including a
book by Huang Chun-chieh on Humanism in East
Asian Confucian Contexts, a documentation of

Chinese humanism edited by Kirill Thompson.
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There will also appear a collection of articles by
Lee Ming-huei on Confucian humanism in
transcultural context (in German), books on Indian
and Islamic humanism, a book on Ideas of
Humanity in the Age of Globalization, edited by
Zhang Longxi, and several titles on different issues

of Western humanism.

The editors hope that these books will initiate
a new worldwide discussion on humanistic
principles of cultural orientation in intercultural
relationships. Indeed, the editors hope that the
academic discourse in different places and
different contexts has have initiated a continuing

discussion of this issue.

For four weeks in September and October
2009 I had the privilege to be a Visiting Chair
Research Fellow at the Institute for Advanced
Studies at the NTU. I was happy to use this time
to give papers on different occasions, and take
part in seminars, meetings and conferences, but
common projects,

mainly to promote our

especially the planned books on Chinese
humanism and to prepare some publications for

the Taiwan Journal for East Asian studies.

The Humanism-Project ended in December
2009. But the work on the publications goes on as
well as the cooperation among the scholars
committed to the project. The humanism issue is
being continued in new forms and places. The
core group of this project has already been invited
to join an international conference on intercultural
humanism, which will take place in fall this year
in Oxford, UK. This conference will plan new
projects including conferences, workshops, summer
schools and ambitious publications, e.g., an

intercultural encyclopedia of humanism).

This project and mainly our cooperation has
received a very positive response from the
German public. One of the leading newspapers,
the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung published an

article on the general situation of Taiwan in

politics and culture (August 26, 2009). It
highlighted the cooperation of the NTU Institute
for Advanced Studies and the Humanism Project,
and especially their combined efforts to initiate a
new intercultural communication about humanism,
as an example for the close connection between
Taiwan and Germany and praised the effort to
present the results of our cooperation to the
international public in the book series.

One of the panels of the coming congress of
the International Historians Association (in August
2010 in Amsterdam) will be on "humanism in
history." The participants come from Hong Kong,
Cambridge, Taiwan, Allahabad, Bucharest, London,
Essen, and Mexico City. Based on the work of the
project the panel will present some of its results,
mainly those about the intercultural dimensions
within which the issue of humanism has to be

discussed today.

I would like to finish this short report with a

very personal remark: My encounter and
cooperation with my colleagues in Taiwan, many
of them in the meantime have become my friends,
has become a very issue in my academic and

personal life. | feel deeply grateful for this.

Appendix: book-series, co-edited:

Der Mensch im Netz der Kulturen — Humanismus
in der Epoche der Globalisierung

Being Human: Caught in the Web of Cultures —
Humanism in the Age of Globalization

Herausgegeben / Edited

in Zusammenarbeit mit dem
Kulturwissenschaftlichen Institut in Essen, dem
Institute of Advanced Studies in the Humanities
and Social Sciences, Taiwan National University,
und der Fakultit fiir Geisteswissenschaften der
Universitdt Duisburg-Essen /

in Cooperation with the Institute for Advanced
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Study in the Humanities, Essen, the Institute of
Advanced Studies in the Humanities and Social
Sciences, National Taiwan University, the Faculty
of Humanities of the University Duisburg/Essen

von / by

Jorn Riisen, Chun-chieh Huang, Oliver Kozlarek,
Jiirgen Straub

Assistenz / Assistant Editor:

Henner Laass

Wissenschaftlicher Beirat / Avisory board:

Peter Burke (Cambridge), Chen Qineng (Beijing),
Georg Essen (Nijmegen), Lee Ming-huei (Taiwan),
Surendra Munshi (Kolkata), Erhard Reckwitz
(Essen), Masayuki Sato (Kofu), Helwig Schmidt-
Glintzer (Wolfenbiittel), Zhang Longxi (Hongkong)

Transcript Verlag, Bielefeld;
distributed in North America by Transaction
Publishers, New Brunswick and London

Vol. 1: Riisen, Jorn; Laass, Henner (Eds.):
Humanism in Intercultural Perspective—
Experiences and Expectations. 2009

Bendels, Katja; Rebane, Gala; Riedler,
Nina (Eds.): Humanismus polyphon.
Menschlichkeit im Zeitbruch der
Gegenwart. 2009

Bd. 2:

Vol. 3: Meinert, Carmen; Zdllner, Hans-Bernd
(Eds.): Buddhist Approaches to Human

Rights. 2009

Johach, Helmut: Von Freud zur
Humanistische Psychologie.
Therapeutisch-biographische Portraits.
2009

Kozlarek, Oliver (Ed.): Octavio Paz:
Humanism and Critique. 2009

Bd. 4:

Vol. 5:

Vol. 6: Meinert, Carmen (Ed.): Traces of
Humanism in China — Tradition and

Modernity [in print] 2010

Bd.

Bd.

Vol.

Bd.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Bd.

Vol.

Vol.

Bd.

Bd.

: Cancik, Hubert: Europa — Antike —

Humanismus. Humanistische Versuche
und Vorarbeiten, herausgegeben (edited)
von Hildegard Cancik-Lindemaier [copy-
editing in progress]

: Antweiler, Christoph: Muster im Meer der

Vielfalt. Kulturuniversalien und
Humanitdt

: Chattoppadhyaya, Umesh (Ed.): Indian

Humanism — a Documentation

10: Riisen, Jorn (Ed.): Perspektiven der

Humanitdt - Menschsein im Diskurs der
Disziplinen

11: Huang, Chun-chieh: Humanism in East

Asian Confucian Contexts

12 Wolff, Ernst: Responsibility in

globalisation. Reflections after Levinas'
humanism

13: Huang, Alexander: Weltliteratur und

X:

Welttheater: interkulturelle Perspektiven
der Humanitdt

: Reichmuth, Stefan; Riisen, Jorn, Sarhan,

Aladdin (Eds.): Humanism in Islam — An
Intercultural Discourse

: Kozlarek, Oliver; Riisen, Jorn; Wolff,

Ernst (Eds.): Civilizations, Axial Times,
Humanisms

: Thompson, Kirill (Ed.) Chinese

Humanism — a Documentation [middle
2010]

: Kozlarek, Oliver: Moderne als

Weltbewusstsein. Zu einer
humanistischen Ortsbestimmung
gegenwdrtiger Sozialtheorie

Zhang, Longxi (Ed.): Ideas of Humanity
in the Age of Globalization

: Lee, Ming-huei: Konfuzianischer

Humanismus im transkulturellen Kontext

: Straub, Jiirgen (Ed.): Der sich selbst

verwirklichende Mensch. Zur Analyse des
Humanismus der Humanistischen
Psychologie. Bielefeld: transcript 2010

: Siebeck, Cornelia; Gudehus, Christian;

Straub, Jirgen (Hrsg.): "Zeitschaften."



Bd. X:

Vol. X:

Bd. X:

Bd. X:

Bd. X:
Bd. X:

Musealisierung und Reprdsentation
ehemaliger NS-Konzentrationslager

Straub, Jiirgen; Sieben, Anna; Chakkarath,
Pradeep (Eds.): Anti-und Posthumanismus

Kozlarek, Oliver; Leidenberger, Georg
(Eds.): Humanism in Latin America. An
Anthology

Cancik, Hubert (Ed.): Antike Grundlagen
des europdischen Humanismus — Texte —
Bilder — Kommentare

Sabisch, Katja, Sieben, Anna, Straub,
Jirgen: Optimierungen des Humanen.
Normierende Menschenverbesserung im
Zwielicht

Scherrer, Jutta: Sozialistischer Humanismus

Zhu, Weizheng: History of Chinese
Humanism
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On the Two Tensions and Their Resolution 1in
Cultural Interaction in East Asia’

Chun-chieh Huang™

Mr. Chairman, President Tao, Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of National

Taiwan University, I would like to welcome you

Good morning!

once again to NTU which is the most time-
honored university on this island. Since 1928,
Taiwan University has been making every effort
to foster and nurture intellectual growth, and so
we are most honored to be able to co-sponsor the
2" annual meeting of the Society for Cultural In-
teraction in East Asia this year.

Today, I would like to share with you some
of my thoughts on two types of tensions exhibited
in the history of cultural interactions in East Asia
and the approach the Japanese scholars employed
to resolve those tensions. As the Chinese idiom
puts it, I "throw out bricks to elicit the jade" (PiIfE

5/ %); T do this presentation in the hope of

sparking your ideas in studying the East Asian
cultural interaction.

The first type of tension appears in the
polarity between "universal values" in Chinese
Confucian classics and the local conditions of
neighboring areas, be it Japan, Korea or Vietnam.
In the eyes of Japanese or Korean Confucian
scholars, the so-called ‘"universal values"
proposed in the Chinese classics such as the
"kingly way" (F-38), "loyalty" (£, "filial piety"
(%), or "Zhong'guo" (H1[&H) are all site-specific
and time-specific. All of these "universal values"
are nothing but the products of classical China
which matured some two thousand years ago,
developed as so-called "universal values" mainly
along the hegemony of Chinese empire which

dominated East Asia. In order to make the

+ Presidential inaugural address delivered at the second annual meeting, Society for Cultural Interaction in East Asia, May, 7,

2010.

* President (2010-11), Society for Cultural Interaction in East Asia.
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Chinese classics more congenial to the political,
social and cultural ambiance of their own
countries, the Japanese and Korean scholars
ushered in reinterpretations or even 'creative
misinterpretations” of the Chinese classics. Yi
Toegye (Z53E)%, 1502-1571) of the 16™-century
Choson Korea and Itdo Jinsai ((FEE{"Z%, 1627-
1705) of 17"-century Tokugawa Japan are but a
few among those who strove to reinterpret the so-
called "universal values" of Chinese Confucianism
to suit the context of Korea and Japan.

The second type of tension in the cultural
interactions in East Asian history is the clash
between cultural identity and political identity of
The most
representative case of this sort of tension is the

the readers of Chinese classics.
thought-provoking dialogue between Yamazaki
Ansai (LL/IERE7S, 1618-1682) and his disciples on
the possibility of Qing Empire's invasion into
Japan with Confucius as the commander-in-chief
and Mencius his deputy. When the Korean and
Japanese scholars encountered such ideas as the
"distinction between the barbarians and the Han"
(FER 2 ¥¥) and the very concept of Zhong'guo
(F1[=7), they could not but suffer from serious inner

On the one hand, they identified
themselves with that lofty spiritual homeland created

conflicts.

by Confucius and Mencius. On the other, however,
as Korean or Japanese citizens, their political

identification was with their own native lands.

To cope with the above-mentioned two types
of tensions, the Japanese and Korean scholars
engaged in an intellectual enterprise which I term
as the "contextual turn" in the cultural interaction
in East Asia. Let me explain further what I mean
by the "contextual turn."

By "contextual turn," I mean the fact that the
contextuality of Confucian classics in China was
latent, tacit and almost imperceptible; however,
the contextuality became salient and explicit once

the Confucian classics were transplanted into a
foreign land, such as Tokugawa Japan (1600-1868)
or Choson Korea (1392-1910). Many a Japanese
or Korean Confucian took ideas and values
expressed in the Chinese classics, and transplanted
them into the context of Japanese or Korean
politics and thought, in the light of which the
Japanese or Korean scholars would carry out new
interpretations of the classics. In this sense and to
that extent, we are warranted in referring to this
interpretive phenomenon as "contextual turn." Two
steps can be observed in this "contextual turn,"
namely, first, there was the de-contextualization
step of taking the classics out of the Chinese context,
which was tacit among the Chinese Confucians.
Second, there was the re-contextualization step of
situating the Chinese classics in the Japanese or
Korean context. This kind of transcultural
contextual turn was effected at two different levels:
political order (e.g., the Chinese world order) and
political thought (i.e., ruler-minister relationship);
this stirred up many transcultural problems of
interpreting the classics, which warrant our
attention.

Let us first consider the "Contextual Turn" in
the East Asian World Order. This kind of
"contextual turn" can be divided into two types:
(1) the turn executed to suit the East Asian world
order (Realpolitik), and (2) the fresh interpretations
executed in order to suit the East Asian intellectual
context. The most commonly seen example of the
former type is "new" Japanese interpretations of the
term "Zhong'guo;" the latter type is best
exemplified in the account of the noble "Kingly

N,

Way" (Wangdao, T i) presented in the Mencius.

The term "Zhong'guo" appears frequently in
the Chinese classics. In very early classics, like
the Shijing (554%, Book of Odes), the term carries
mostly political or geographical meanings. However,
with the composition of the three commentaries
on Chungiu (%K, Spring and Autumn Annals),
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i.e., Zuozhuan 7t {8, Gongyang /N, and

Guliang %% %%, the term also has rich cultural

connotations. The expression "Zhong'guo" always

appears in the cultural context of the
differentiation between Han and Barbarian, with
"Zhong'guo" denoting the region with the highest
cultural standards. Before the formation of the
modern East Asian political order, "Zhong'guo"
always referred at once to the Chinese Imperial

Court and to the Chinese cultural homeland.

When Tokugawa Japanese Confucians read
the Chinese classics, they faced this idea of
"Zhong'guo" with "cultural solipsism." Hence,
given the classics' hypothesis about the distinction
between Han and Barbarian based on the East
Asian political order and its intellectual content,
they were bound to propose a new interpretation
so as to heal the fracture between their "cultural
self" and their "political self" and to adjust the
Chinese classics to suit Japan's overall cultural
ambiance. In executing a transcultural "contextual
turn" of the term "Zhong'guo," Japanese Confucians
adopted at least the two following methods:

In the first place, in considering the cultural
meaning attached to the expression "Zhong'guo"
in light of the term "zhongdao" (F17E, middle way)
or the text Chungiu, let us first analyze the
transcultural reading of the idea of "Zhong'guo"
executed by Yamaga Soko (LLIEEZTT, 1622-1685).
Yamaga Sokd executed a bold "contextual turn" of
the denotation and connotation of the term
"Zhong'guo" in the Chinese classics—from his
"other" culture. He regarded "Zhong'guo" as
referring to Japan, because "the moist earth of
Zhong'guo (meaning Japan) is superior to that of
the myriad other tribes, and her officials are more
refined and elegant than the other men of rank" to
which, in fact, the "foreign court" (geographic
China) could not hold a candle.

Secondly, another type of "contextual turn"
of Chinese classics in East Asia was executed out

of ideological considerations, since the Japanese
thinkers had to adjust the Chinese classics to make
them more congenial to their native intellectual
milieu. When interpreting Mencius' "Kingly Way"
as the "Way of the Former Kings," Ogyu Sorai (3k
AFHPR, 1666-1728) stressed the "King" had priority

over "Way." He aimed to disarm the potential risk
that Mencius' political ideals posed to the

Japanese imperial authority, thus making it

suitable to Japan's Tokugawa feudal order.

In summary, the two types of "contextual turn"
mentioned above both take "decontextualization" as
prior work. First, certain ideas from the Confucian
classics, such as "Zhong'guo," "Way" and "Kingly
Way" were drawn out from their original context
in ancient Chinese politics or from their context in
Confucius' and Mencius' thought, and transplanted
into the context of the Tokugawa feudal political
order and its politics where they were endowed
with completely new interpretations and meanings.
Although this kind of "decontextualization" and
re-contextualization yielded completely new views
and interpretations, from the perspective of
original linguistic meaning and context of the
Chinese classics, they were a great falling off

from the original ideas.

To conclude my presentation today, I
would like to suggest that we may need to shed
more light on what I call the "contextual turn,"
in addition to "linguistic turn," that appeared in
the cultural interaction in East Asia as a
"contact zone." The deeper we delve into the
methodological issues and problematiques involved
in the "contextual turn" in East Asian cultural
interaction, the more fruitful research outcomes
we may expect in the future.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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