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19. 33 ¥ > “An Interpretation of “Knowing Words” in the Mencius”

The Book of Mencius and Its Reception in China and Beyond
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Bochum, Band 52, Harrassowitz Verlag - Wiesbaden) , pp.1-20 »
2008 -
( Abstract ]

In this paper, we started with the attitudes of Gaozi and Mencius
towards “word” and moved from there to the basic differences

between their “imperturbable mind-heart”. While we have not
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presented a detailed discussion of Mencius’ understanding of terms
like “mind-heart” and “nature’, it should be clear from his consistent
opposition to knowledge and thought that what is important for him
is the moral self and the pursuit of the heart-mind and nature. We

.

have argued that while the term “word” could refer either to the
words of others or to one’s own words, if “knowing words” is
understood to be a form of personal cultivation, it should refer to
whether persons are able to directly and honestly sense the reaction
of their inherently good nature to what they are saying. It is only with
this foundation that one is able to further guarantee that, when
presented with the words of others, one would be able to sense the
workings of one’s good nature. “Knowing words” and “nourishing
qi” combine to form Mencius’ method of -cultivating the
“imperturbable mind-heart”. The purpose of this cultivation is to
observe and affirm for oneself the state in which the self should be so
that one can achieve a firm commitment to obtaining that state. For
this reason, “knowing words” and “nourishing qi” requires the direct
grasping of one’s own nature and is not to be sought outside oneself
through intellectual or discriminating means that attempt to attain
rational certainty as a basis for affirming an external justice

developed through discourse and argumentation..
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% Chun-chieh Huang, Gregor Paul and Heiner Roetz eds.,
The Book of Mencius and Its Reception in China and beyond
(Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz GmbH & Co. KG, 2008)
[Abstract]

The essays collected in this volume are based on papers
presented at the conference on “The Book of Mencius and Its
Reception,” sponsored by the National Taiwan University and the
Fritz-Thyssen-Foundation and organized by the Fritz-Thyssen-funded
research group “The Mencius in the Context of the Human Rights
Debate”. The conference was held at the Philosophy Department of
the University of Karlsruhe in June 2005. It brought together scholars
from Taiwan, Japan and Europe and focussed on various aspect of the
reception of the Mencius in China, Korea and Japan from the
Song-Dynasty to the present day.

As to the study of Mencian thought, this volume suggests above
all two areas for further research. The critique of despotism, the
insistence on the primacy of morals, the understanding of the human
being as an ens morale, and the view of the people as the foundation
of the state to be found in the Mencius are of enduring importance for
a world with human rights, democracy, and planetary ethics on its
agenda. They deserve increasing attention, the more so since clichees
about an exotic, incomprehensible ,,East® still abound. Moreover, the

China-centred approach to the study of the Mencius should in future



broaden its focus on the East Asian world, to include Japan, Korea,
Taiwan and Vietnam, and beyond to a greater extent than hitherto. It
is time to take seriously the global significance of a topical Chinese
ethicist whom no less than Albert Schweitzer called “the most

modern of all thinkers of antiquity.”
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Table 1  Survey Schedule

Timetable

Country/Region

First Wave

Second Wave

East Asia Barometer

Taiwan 2001.06~2001.07 2006.02~2006.03
Hong Kong 2001.08~2001.10 2007.09~2007.12
Thailand 2001.10~2001.11 2006.05~2006.06
The Philippines 2002.03~2002.04 2005.12~2006.01
Mainland China 2002.03~2003.07 2008 (in progress)
Mongolia 2002.10~2002.11 2006.04~2006.05
Japan 2003.01~2003.02 2007.02
South Korea 2003.02~2003.03 2006.08 ~2006.09

Singapore - 2006.10~2006.12
Indonesia - 2006.11~2006.12
Malaysia - 2007.08~2007.10
Vietnam - 2006.10~2006.12
Cambodia - 2008 (in progress)

South Asia Barometer

2005
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Table 2 Sample Size: Number of Valid Cases

Country/Region First Wave Second Wave
Taiwan 1415 1587
Hong Kong 811 849
Thailand 1531 1546
The Philippines 1200 1200
Mainland China 3183 -
Mongolia 1144 1211
Japan 1418 1067
South Korea 1500 1212
Singapore - 1000
Indonesia - 1600
Malaysia - 1218
Vietnam - 1200
Cambodia - -

AR AT E S K B I FERER - AT T REER E

WHtEtE ) MRS R T -
(http://eacsurvey.law.ntu.edu.tw/chinese/news.html )
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# < 38 P : Economic Performance and the Satisfaction with
Democracy and Government
WA G RATR (RAERFALY )

Political studies have extensively discussed the role of economy in
influencing electoral outcomes, but still pay less attention to how
economic performance shape confidence in democratic institutions.
This paper will focus on how economic indicators influence
satisfaction with democracy and with incumbent government. The
economic indicator we will concern include GDP per capita, GDP per
capita growth rate, inflation rate, unemployment rate, and income
inequality. We employ the second wave Asian Barometer and
macroeconomic to study the relations in this region. We will explore
three sets of hypothesis. First, we divide respondents into several
groups according to their income levels and see if different groups give
emphasis to different economic indicators. This paper hypothesize that
the rich care more about inflation rates and, conversely, the less
wealthy respondents care more about unemployment rates and income
equality. Second, evaluating democratic performance, citizens in the
wealthy and less wealthy countries might lay emphasis on different
economic indicators. The respondents in the wealthy countries tend to
care more on unemployment rate and income inequality. Conversely,
respondents in developing countries emphasize more on economic

growth rates. Third, the economic dimensions that affect satisfaction
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with democracy and satisfaction with incumbent government are also
likely to be different. Since redistribution is an essential part of
democratic system, great income inequality significantly reduces
citizens’ confidence in democracy. On the other hand, GDP per capita
growth rate, comparatively, matter more for satisfaction with

incumbent government.
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# < 42 P ' Leadership, Party Image, and Trust

W mm A PR L B (¢l Bipdt)

It is widely agreed that, because of long-term economic
difficulties and a series of scandals, the level of public trust in Japan
has been low since the 1990s. Moreover, the public looked for
leadership to solve problems but the government was slow in
responding to problems. The LDP, the long-term ruling party, even

became the least favorable party in Japan. Public distrust resulted not
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only from socio-economic problems but also from the way in which the
LDP engaged in politics.

In April 2001, Junichiro Koizumi became the LDP president and
Japan’s prime minister. Under his leadership, the Japanese economy
gradually recovered. More than that, he clearly held distinct policy
positions from the party mainstream, having reforms and transform the
party through the dismantling factional politics. After Koizumi
assumed office, a subsequent survey showed that an increasing number
of people changed their view and thought the LDP had a reform image.
The LDP’s support rate increased as well.

The Koizumi phenomenon raises a question as to whether or not
trust in government also resurged. If it is the case, to what extent, has
the level of trust been restored? Is it nationwide or only in particular
regions? What does it suggest for broader trends in Japanese politics?
The 2002 and 2006 East Asia Barometer surveys provide an excellent
opportunity to explore the change in public distrust during the Koizumi
Cabinet (2001-2006). This paper will test hypotheses drawn from the
causal arguments about public trust that have been developed in other
contexts and from the recent analyses of Japanese politics. Using Japan
as a case, we plan to develop a more general account of the dynamics

of public trust.
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# < $8 P : Political Institutions and Political Tolerance
WA R HLBE (PR T ERis )
Political intolerance has been widespread across the world
(Peffley and Rohrschneider 2003). While some scholars cast doubt on
the relevance of political intolerance, recent studies show that political
intolerance establishes a culture of conformity that limits individual
freedom in many significant ways (Gibson 1992). Under extraordinary
political conditions, political intolerance could be detrimental to
democratic stability as well. Which political institutions are better for
tolerance is therefore an urgent issue. Few related studies exist,
however, and they either focus on one nation or do not take advantage
of the recently available data from East Asian and African countries.
They also pay no attention to other institutions besides democratic
stability and federal systems.

This paper will use data from East Asian Barometer and
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Afrobarometer to investigate how the duration and average levels of
democracy, federal systems, and electoral systems affect tolerance.
There will be about 27 countries in my sample. I expect to find positive
relations between more liberal and endured democracies, federal
systems, and proportional representation (PR) systems on the one hand,
and greater political tolerance on the other hand. A democracy that is
more liberal on average, and survives longer better ensures greater
political tolerance because individuals under such a regime have more
exposure to the lessons and importance of political tolerance. Federal
systems and PR systems are conducive to political tolerance because
these systems are more likely to provide access to power. If the
state-level analysis shows that there are still meaningful variations left
unexplained in my hierarchical model, I will add more state-level
variables, such as government structures, bicameralism, and ethnic
fractionalization to test how fractionalization mediates the effects of

institutional variables.
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The Asian Barometer Conference on “The State of Democratic
Governance in Asia "', June 20-21, 2008, Taipei, Taiwan.
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Table 3 Distribution of Data Applicants, by country

Frequency Percent
1 U.S.A. 68 46.9
2 Taiwan 21 14.5
3 UK. 9 6.2
4 Other Asian Countries 10 6.9
5 South Korea 7 4.8
6 Singapore 5 34
7 Other European Countries 7 4.8
8 Germany 6 4.1
9 The Netherlands 3 2.1
10 | Other American Countries 5 3.4
11 | Hong Kong 2 1.4
12 | Japan 2 1.4
Total 145 100.0

updated April 30, 2008
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Secretary-General, Chinese Association of Political Science (Taipei),
January 1997-July 1998;

Chairman, Department of Political Science, National Chengchi
University, August 1995-July 1998;

Visiting Professor, Asian/Pacific Studies Institute and Department of
Political Science, Duke University, February 1992-June 1993;

Acting Director, Election Study Center, National Chengchi University,
August 1990-July 1991;

Professor, Department of Political Science, National Chengchi
University, August 1990-December 1998;

Chief Secretary, Government Information Office, Executive Yuan,
R.O.C., May 1987-January 1990;

Chief Secretary, Institute of International Relations, National Chengchi
University, September 1986-May 1987;

Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, National
Chengchi University, September 1981-July 1990 (on leave May
1987-January 1990 to serve at the Government Information
Office);

Second Lieutenant, R.O.C. Army, July 1974-May 1976



Teaching and Research Interests:
Positive Political Theory, Constitutional Choice, Electoral Systems,
Electoral Behavior, Political Parties, Democratic Theory, Foreign

Policy

Scholarly Publications

Books

How Asia Votes. With David Newman, editors (New York: Chatham
House, 2002).

The Scope and Methods of Political Science [in Chinese]. With
Shing-yuan Sheng, editors (Taipei, Taiwan: Wunan, 2000).

A Comparative Study of Referendums [in Chinese]. With Tai-lin Chang
(Taipei, Taiwan: The Research, Development and Evaluation
Commission, Executive Yuan, 1997).

Party-List Proportional Representation [in Chinese] (Taipei, Taiwan:
Li-lun Yu Cheng-tse Cha-chih-she, 1992).

Popular Will, Checks and Balances, and Efficiency: On the Values of
Democracy [in Chinese] (Taipei, Taiwan: Tunhuang, 1990).

On the Participation of the Interest Groups in the Political Process [in
Chinese]. With Chih-hung Chu (Taipei, Taiwan: The Research,
Development and Evaluation Commission, Executive Yuan, 1989).

On the Values of Democracy [in Chinese] (Taipei, Taiwan: Shihying,
1988).

Journal Articles in recent 3 years

“Problems of Governance in a New Democracy: The Case of Taiwan,”
American Journal of Chinese Studies, forthcoming.

“The North Korean Nuclear Crisis: An Introduction,” with Xiaobo Hu,
Journal of Asian and African Studies, Vol. 42, No. 3/4
(June/August 2007), pp. 227-32.

“Institutional Design for a Mildly Divided Society: The Case of
Taiwan,” Issues & Studies, Vol. 42, No. 1 (March 2006), pp.
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81-102.

“Ethnicity, National Identity, and Domestic Politics in Taiwan,” Journal
of Asian and African Studies, Vol. 40, No. 1-2 (April 2005), pp.
13-28.

“Measuring Taiwanese Public Opinion on the
Independence-Unification Issue:

A Methodological Note,” with Emerson M.S. Niou, China Quarterly,
No. 181 (March 2005), pp. 158-68.

Book Reviews

Review of Zhiyue Bo’s Chinese Provincial Leaders: Economic
Performance and Political Mobility since 1949, Pacific Affairs,
Vol. 77, No. 2 (Summer 2004), pp. 318-9.

Review of Michael A. Santoro’s Profits and Principles: Global
Capitalism and Human Rights in China, Canadian Journal of
Political Science, Vol. 35, No. 2 (June 2002), pp. 447-8.

Review of Jing Huang’s Factionalism of Chinese Communist Politics,
Journal of Politics, Vol. 64, No. 2 (May 2002), pp. 666-7.

Review of Zehra F. Arat's Democracy and Human Rights in Developing
Countries, Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 53, No. 4 (November
1994), pp. 1205-6.

Review of James Reardon-Anderson's Pollution, Politics, and
Foreigninvestment in Taiwan: The Lukang Rebellion, Journal of
Asian and African Studies, Vol. 29, Nos. 3-4 (July-October 1994),
pp- 275-6.

Book Chapters in recent 3 years

“Democracy in a Mildly Divided Society,” in Philip Paolino and James
Meernik (eds.), Democratization in Taiwan: Challenges in
Transformation (Aldershot, U.K.: Ashgate, forthcoming).

“Cross-Strait Relations after 16™ National Congress of the Chinese
Communist Party,” in Weixing Chen and Yang Zhong (eds.),
Leadership in a Changing China (New York: Palgrave Macmillan,
2005), pp. 193-203.



5. Conference Papers in recent 3 years
(Some of the papers listed here were later published in journals or books.)

“Democratic Consolidation in Taiwan: Challenges Ahead,” paper
presented at the International Conference on Taiwan’s Election and
Democratization Study Survey, Soochow University, Taipei,
Taiwan, October 20-21, 2007.

“Economic Structure and Village Elections in Rural China,” with
Shih-hung Peng, paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the
American Association for Chinese Studies, University of
Richmond, Richmond, Virginia, October 5-7, 2007.

“The Prospect of Democracy in China: Can China Learn from Other
Confucian Societies?” paper presented at the International
Symposium on Taiwan, China, and Democratization in East Asia,
Missouri State University, Springfield, Missouri, September 29-30,
2007.

“Strategic Voting in Taiwan’s Elections,” with Emerson M.S. Niou and
Philip Paolino, paper presented at the at the International
Conference on Taiwan’s Election and Democratization Studies
Survey, Election Study Center, National Chengchi University,
Taipei, Taiwan, October 21-22, 2006.

“Political Sophistication and Economic Voting: The Case of Taiwan,”
paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political
Science Association, Philadelphia, August 31-September 3, 2006.

“Economic Vs. Identity Voting: The Case of Taiwan,” paper presented
at the International Conference on Taiwan’s Election and
Democratization Studies Survey for the 2004 Legislative Yuan
Election, Election Study Center, National Chengchi University,
Taipei, Taiwan, November 12-13, 2005.

“Democracy in a Mildly Divided Society,” paper presented at the
Conference on Emerging Democracies and Democratic Values: The
Experience of Taiwan and East Asia, University of North Texas,
Denton, Texas, August 27-28, 2005.

“Political Sophistication and Vote Choice,” paper presented at the
International Conference on Taiwan’s Election and
Democratization Studies Survey for the 2004 Presidential Election,
Soochow University, Taipei, Taiwan, May 21-22, 2005.
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“The Uneasy Status Quo in the Cross-Strait Relations,” paper presented
at the Third Annual International Symposium on US-China-Taiwan
Relations under the Second Bush and Chen Administrations held
by the Center for China-US Cooperation, University of Denver,
Denver, Colorado, May 13-14, 2005.  Also presented at the
Conference on Taiwan’s Public Opinion and the Cross-Strait
Relations, cosponsored by the Program in Asian Security Studies,
Duke University, and Election Study Center, National Chengchi
University, Taipei, Taiwan, September 24, 2005.

6. Reports

“Evaluating Political Science Journals in Taiwan [in Chinese],” with
Chi Huang and Yun-han Chu, report submitted to National Science
Council, Taiwan, 1998.

“On the Feasibility of Opening up TV Channels for Campaigning [in
Chinese],” with Chung-lih Wu, report submitted to Central Election
Commission, Taiwan, 1990.
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Education:
B.A. in Economics, Tunghai University, 1961
M.A. in Economics, National Taiwan University, 1964

Ph.D. in Economics, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1968

Fields of Interest:

Applied Econometrics, Productivity, Statistics

Positions:
Professor of Economics, Vanderbilt University, 2002-

Honhai Chair Professor of Management Science, National Chiao Tung
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University, Taiwan, 2002 -2003

University Professor and Dean, College of Business, Feng Chia
University, Taiwan, 2001 — 2002

Professor of Economics, Emeritus, Vanderbilt University, 2001

Professor of Economics, Vanderbilt University, 1984 —2000

Visiting Professor of Economics, National Taiwan University,
September-December 1997

Visiting Research Fellow, Institute of Economics, Academia Sinica,
1993-03 (summer) and May-December 1997

Visiting Professor, Nankai University, China, July-August, 1994

Visiting Professor, Economics Institute, Colorado, 1990-92 (summer)

Consultant, Federal Trade Commission, 1984 - 1985

Associate Professor of Economics, Vanderbilt University, 1974-1984

Assistant Professor of Economics, Vanderbilt University, 1969-1974

Senior Research Associate, Carolina Population Center, 1968-1969

Professional Activities:

Journal of Productivity Analysis, Co-editor (with Tsu-tan Fu) of
Special Issue on “Efficiency and Productivity in Production,
Consumption, and Government Spending” 23:1 (January 2005)

Academia Economics Papers, Co-editor (with Tsu-tan Fu and C. A.
Knox Lovell) of Special Issue on “Efficiency and Productivity
Growth” 32:3 (September 2004) Associate editors, Taiwan
Economic Review, 2001-

Member, Editorial Advisory Council, Pacific Economic Review, 1997
President, Chinese Economic Association in North America, 1996

Secretary-Treasurer, Chinese Economic Association in North America,
1988-1993



Publications:

Books

Productivity and Economic Performance in the Asia-Pacific Region
(edited with Tsu-tan Fu and C. A. Knox Lovell), Edward Elgar,
2002

Economic Efficiency and Productivity Growth in the Asia Pacific
Region (edited with Tsu-tan Fu and C. A. Knox Lovell), Edward
Elgar, 1999

Mathematics and Mathematica for Economists (with Philip Crooke),
Blackwell Publishers, 1997

Multivariate Statistical Methods for Business and Economics (with B.
W. Bolch), Prentice-Hall, Inc., International Series in Management,
1974. Instructor's Manual, 1974. Reviewed by J. Kmenta, Journal
of American Statistical Association, Vol. 69, September 1974.

Avrticles in recent 3 years

“University Cost Structure in Taiwan,” (with Tsu-Tan Fu and Flora F.
Tien), Contemporary Economic Policy, (forthcoming).

"Export Activity, Firm Size and Wage Structure: Evidence from
Taiwanese Manufacturing Firms," (with Meng-Wen Tsou and
Jin-Tan Liu), Asian Economic Journal, December 2006, Vol. 20
No. 4, 333-345.

"A General Model of Starting Point Bias in Double-bounded
Dichotomous Contingent Valuation Surveys," (with Yu-Lan Chien
and Daigee Shaw), Journal of Environmental Economics and
Management, 2005, 362-377.

Papers Submitted for Publication:

“Quality and Economies of Scale in Higher Education: A
Semiparametric Smooth Coefficient Estimation (with Tsu-Tan Fu
and Yung-Lieh Yang) 2006.

“Quantile Estimation of Production Profile,” (with Tsu-Tan Fu and
Yung-Lieh Yang) 2007.
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